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CHAP. 1. 

^HE LITTLE CROOKBACK 8HBWS THE READER. 
SOME FUK. 

HAVING now l.eifure to recoiled, from the 
circumftances of the information which had 
been communicated to him by ^is crony and con- 
fidante, Mr. Frizzle, Lord Raymond's valet de 
chambre, that the Duke of B — — was father to 
iiis lordihip's intended bride, Richard determined 
not to lofe the favourable opportunity of provoking ^ 
and mortifying his inhofpitable kinfman, which now 
prefcnted itfelf to his bufy imagination. 



« Well, uncle (faid he, gettiilg up, and twirling 

bis hat with an air of afFeded fimplicity) fince you 

i are engaged to-day, 1 believe I had as good begia 

/v. to (hove my trunk to fome other place. But now, 

^^^ YQh.V. B isn't 
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isn't it the ftrangeft thing in the worU, that, at 
long as I am bere^ you nev^r once thought of ailc- 
ing a&er'coufin Bob> to know whether he is dead . 
or alive." 

*^ I had a letter myrelf (replied the Earl) which 
fuperfedes the neceffity of enquiries 1 have at pre-» 
fent no leifure to make." 

«' Pray, Sir (faid the Duke, addreffing Richard 
for the firft time) bow is Lord Raymond at pre^* 
fent?" 

«* Stout and hearty,. faith. You never (kw fuch 
^ altered man in your life." 

*' Yes (feid the Earl, heaving a deep figh) by 
all accounts he"is moft prodigioufly altered. This 
is a very diftrefiing fubje£l ; for, though there is 
not the leaft doubt of his recovery, -^— Mr. 
Evelyn, if ypu pleafe,- Lwill ring fof a fervant to 
attend you to the door." 

" A diftreffing fubje£l ! (repeated Richard*} 
And why the devil fhould it be a diftreffing fubjei^ 
to you to hear that your fon's grown ftrong and 
hearty. NoW} if it was you that was iick, and he 

that 
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tbat was grieved to hear of your recovery, it itiighc 
,be natural chough-: .but he has no title or eftate 

to keep you out erf', you know. It is another gue(s 

thing, i'faith!" 

<< You muft allow me to tell you, Mr. Evelyn 
(faid the Earl) that tliis liberty of fpeech is very 
extraordinary." 

** I imagined, my Lord (faid the Duke, glajiclng 
a farcaftic look at his noble friend) I imagined Lord 
Rayfinond had been thus long detained in Wales 
by illnefs. I am happy to find, from the report of 
this young gentleman, that his health is perfedlly 
re-eftabli(hcd." 

*^ Point du tout, my Lord (feid the Earl, not 
daring to afTert fuch a falfhood in the prefence of 
Richard, in a language he could underftand) Point 
du tout je vous aiTure ; fa fante eft dans la iltuation 
la plus delicate, et il n'eft pas encore hors de dan- 
ger. Mais pour ce qui regard ce jeune homme-ci, 
Je vous conjure de ne pas ajouter foi a aucune de 
fes paroles. Ceft un fou, un brutal, un boufqn, 
et fon coeur eft encore plus corrompu que fa figure 
.efthideufel" 

B 2 Richard) 
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Richard, without underftanding one fyllable of 
this eulogium, bad penetration enough to perceive 
the drift of it, and refolving not to be diverted from 
his purpote, 

«« I can aflure your Excellency, my Lord Duke 
(faid he) that fince the hour my mother bound my 
head, I never faw my coufin Bob in fuch a ilouriih'^ 
ing condition. H^ has got fuch a fine ruddy CQ« 
lour in his cheeks, ." 

" A fanguine complexion! (interrupted the 
Earl, {baking his head,] a great indication of a 
confumption!" 

« Indication of a fiddleftick, (faid Richard;) it 
would do your heart good to fee him brandifli his 
knife and fork over a piece of Welfli mutton. I 
ufed to be a pretty good ftroke myfelF; but I'm a 
mere chicken to him when ^he belly-timber comes 
in the way.** 

« Another very fatal fymptoml" faid the Earl, 
drawing down his phyfiognomy to the longitude 
he deemed fufScient. ^ 

« And 
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*« And fo it's a lign (continued Richard) what 
he gets is not flufFed into an ill fkin, I promife 
you. He's grown as broad as he is long. You 
never faw any one fo fallen into fat." * 

** Fallen into fat !" repeated the Duke, to whom 
Ae phrafe was entirely novel. 

*^ Aye, faith (continued Richard) he's as fat as 
a pig, and as merry as a grig." * 

** High fpirits ! (faid the Earl in a doleful whine,) 
the never-failing attendant of confumptive cafes.'* 

. " You know (purfued Richard, ftill adJreffing 
the Duke) what a ppgr, ftarved, fpindle-flianked, 
ill-looking whelp he ufed to be 3 the very ditto of 
bis noble father here." 

The Duke bit his lip, to keep himfelf from fmi- 
ling : the Earl reddened exceedingly : and pulling 
the bell furioufly, " Mr. Evelyn, the footman waitj 
to attend you to the door." 

** Well, let him wait, that's his bufinefs, you 
know. I can't gp until I tell my Lord Duke here 
a little more about my coufin Bob. It is not every 
. . Bl day 
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day that a tody can get dukes and earls to diicourlb 
with ; and I like to make hay while the fun ihines. 
Aye, indeed, as I was faying in regard to coufin 
Bob, he's grown fo ftout and fo clever, that, by the 
time he flays a month or two longer in the coun- 
try, he'll be able to out-bruife Humphreys, and 
Rlendoza, the Jew, into the bargain. But the 
cream of the jeft is, that all. this time the cunning 
dog does nothing but write pitiful letters to his 
.father, making him believe that he is in a galloping 
decay ; and many a kick in his gallop he has, the 
rogue ! And do you know the drift of all this fine 
contrivance ?'* 

« No, really," faid the Duke, whilft the at* 
terance of the Earl was reprelTed by anger and 
vexation. 

c< Why, you muft know, my Lord Duke, old 
Squaretoes, here, has got a wife in his eye for him 
with a deal of money to her ponion. But couita 
Bob -." 

Here the Earl's rage and impatience burfting all 
bounds, he flew to Richard, and feizing his arm, 
attempted to pull him out of the room; but our 
little Crookback difengaging himiclf with « nimWe 

jerk. 
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jerk, fprung from him, and running round the room, 
caught hold of the back of the Duke's chair, and 
continued, bawling out as loud as he could, whilil 
the Earl vainly endeavoured to force him away^ 

'* So, as I was telling youi* Excellency, for all 
flie is the daughter of fome great duke or baronet, 
poor Bcb's chops don't hang much to the match ; 
aiKl, between you and I, that's no great wonder ; 
for, though (he's io great a lady, I find, by his de- 
fcription of her, that ihe is no better than a little 
crooked difciple, like myfelf, with carrotty locks 
as red as a fox, and a long fallow mas&ard, with a 
pair of little peepers in it, juft for all the world 
like two burnt holes in a' blanket : and, between 
you and I, Bob loves a bouncing girl in the cor- 
ner as well as any he from here to himfelf." 

By^the time that Richard had concluded his ha-^ 
rangue, the fenfatioos of his two noble auditors 
were alnioft ec^ually violent. The Duke, who 
could not poiHbly miftake the portrait of his fair 
daughter, haftily as it was fketched out by the hand 
of a dauber, reddening with indignation, ftarted on 
his feet, and faying fomething of an engagement, 
kaftily quitted4be room, and crofied the hall, whilft 
S 4 the 
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the Earl followed him in unfpeakable confternatipsiy 
and could only flammer out, 

*' I hope, my Lord— I hope, your Grace — ^I 
hope that nothing that has l)een uttered by that 
damned blockhead, that confounded fool — * — .'* 

" It is faid, my Lord, (interrupted the Duke 
with great fliarpnefs of accent, and afperity of 
countenance, turning haftily on his heel as ho 
fpoke,) k is faid that children and fods tell truth ! 
I {hall not,.-however, fail to acquaint Lady Elinor 
with the agreeable intelligence of Lord Raymond's 
perfect re-eftablifliment ; and alfo inform her of 
the very amiable portrait he has drawn of her, for 
the amufement of his country coufins*'* 

He defcended the fteps as he fpoke, aiid thr^w 
himfelf into his chariot, leaving the Earl in aa 
indefcribable agitation, or rather agony, com- 
pounded of rage, ihame, grief, and vexation. 

As for Richard, wifely avoiding the ftorm he 
faw ready to burft, he followed the Dpke out as 
faft as he could, and left the manfton of his noUe 
relation, elated with fatisfadlion, and much better 
pleafed with the difturbance he had oCcafioned in 

it> 
% 
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.it, than if be had been welcomed with the cor- 
diality and benevolence he had expeded to find 
in it. 

He trudged home merrily to his inn, where he 
amufed his valet and confidante with the recital of 
his adventure. 

*' To be fure I had high fun (faid he) in fetting 
the two pompous old Grecians by the ears. But 
the unnatural curmudgeon fha'n't get off at that 
rate ; before I'm a day older I'll hatch f.-ne plot 
to make him pay for the roaft, or I'll know for 
why. To think that the ungrateful niggardly old 
brute would not give me a meal's meat, or a bed 
to lie on, or fo much as aflc me to break my faft, 
•^though it was one o'clock in the^day, and he could 
not but know I muft needs be hungry. To advife 
me to take up my lodging at the London Coffee- 
Houfe, the old ." 

Here our little Cro.okback poured out a torrent 
of abufe and execration too fcurrilous and oppro- 
brious to be admitted^ to fully the chafte page of 
thefe fenti mental memoirs. 

B 5 " That 
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*< That was not the way his ^ipper-fnappcr ef 
a fon was treated in my good mother's houfe ; he 
was not packed off with a flea in his ear, hungry 
and thirfty! The markets were rummaged and 
ranfacked, far and near, to get dainties and tit-bits 
to cram his greedy maw with : the devil do hin% 
good with them ! Aye, it's true enough what we 
read of the ingratitude of folks in power. I was 
fcrved juft as Gil Bias ferved the young grocer 
'that came to. fee him from the country, fhoved hin^ 
out of the room, and clapped the door rn his face. 
And I »Ti convinced they are both of the feme 
kidney, father and fon; it's the devil take the 
hindmoft of them. When they get their turn 
ferved, what have they to do but kick away the 
Udder. But 1*11 be upfidcs with them I Egad, I 
am beginning to get the rudiments of a preciouj$ 
plot in this noddle of mine, that never was at a 
lofs for one £nce it came out of the egg-fiiell." 

We fhall now leave our little Machiavel to bring 
his embrio-projeft to perfection, and return to the 
Earl of L ■ ' , 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 

AN ANONYMOUS LETTER. 
MORE POLITE CONVERSATION. 

ON that di(aftrous day, the Earl had been en- 
gaged to dine out ift a large company ; but 
the ill-humour and chagrin occafioned by the vex- 
atious adventure of the mornings prevented him 
from participating in the gaiety of his companions, 
and even rendered the pleafantry which, at another 
feafon, might have been amufing, mod highly dif- 
agreeable and difgufting to him. The hint thrown 
put by Richard in relation to tj^e occafion of Lord 
Raymond's long continuance in" Wales, dwelt on 
his mind: and, fully confciqus of Lady Elinor's 
deficiency in point of attraction, he became ftroiigly 
of opinion that he was detained by a prepoiTeifioa 
for ibme more engaging object. Full of this idea, 
B 6 lie 
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he retired early, in the intention of venting fome 
portion of his fpleen in a very angry epiftle t«> 
Lord Raymond. On his arrival at his own houfe, 
he was prefented with the following letter, which 
had been left there by a countryman, as he wa& 
informed by his fervants, about two hours before 
his return. The writing was fo fcrawled and 
crooked, that it was not without great difficulty 
his Lordfliip interpreted the meaning of the fol- 
lowing lines* 

And pleafe your Lordfliip, 

. Thefe comes from a well-wiflicr, that, in re* 
geard to fartin fevers done by you and your*s, to 
me and mine, would do you all the help I cowld^ 
giveing you an account of a damnabel conrpirafhon 
lade in Wailes agen the hair of your nobell famillie^ 

1 larnt thos ferkomftajifles from my kuntryman, 
Gryffith ap Jenkin, and he nofe more than I chufes 
to put on pepper, as likewife his mafter, young 
'Squire Evlin. But little faid is fooneft mended j 
and fo I remaine * 

Your bumbel farvante to komand, 

And wcl-wifhfher, tho' unnone. 

Thi& 
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This epiftlc, in which the reader will eafily"re-. 
colled the ftylc of a correfpondent, with a fpe- 
cimen of whofe abilities he has already been pre- 
fented> fucceeded to the utmoft wifli of its ma- 
licious inventor, and fo ftrongly corroborated Ri- 
chard's infinuation, that it threw .the Earl almofl: 
into a fever« In his dilemma he difpatched a cou- 
rier, to require the immediate attendance of a gen- 
tleman, whofe affiftance he was accuftomed to 
folicit on every emergency that occurred in his 
affairs, and to whom he in general remitted the 
management of them in a great meafure* The 
reader has already been introduced to this perfon, 
whofe name was Tudor. From the illuflrious 
Cambrianst from whom he boafted his origin, he 
bad derived no inheritance, except an extenfive 
tradl of barren mountain and unprofitable <^uag« 
mire, fituated in Merionethihire, in North Wales. 
In the midft of this dreary domain flood the half- 
deiiioliih^ed edifice v/hich has already been dcfcribed 
as the place of poor Roflna's captivity, and where 
the Tace of the ancient Tudors had formerly main- 
tained that fpecies of gloomy and folitary grandeur 
which was congenial with the fpirit of the feudal 
inftitution. 

Thift 
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ThM retreat was, however, feldom vifited by its 
prefeht proprietor, except once tt year, for Ae pw** 
p6k of exading hrs rents from hiii tenants, whty 
Were in general very tardy in their paymentsw As 
he found the produce of his paternal fortune irery 
inadequate to his expences, he was glad to fttpply 
them by his own induAry, and oficiated as agent 
to feverid perfons of confequence ; amongft others^ 
he bad a£led in thisxapacity fop the Earl of L ■ ' ^ 
to whom his ability and attention had fo greatly 
relcommended him, diat be was become his Lord« 
iifp's prime confidante and advifer in all difficidt 
cafes. To him, therefore, be addreficd bimfelf in 
the preient emergency. 

When the Earl had explained to Mn Tudor the 
eccafion of his uneafinefs, the latter treated his ap<* 
prebenfions ais merely chimerical. He obferved 
tile little attention that ought to be paid to ano- 
nymous addreiles; and, in refpe^l to Lord Ray« 
mend's long contintisftice in Wales, remarked, that 
it was probably occafioned by feme frivolous affair 
of gallantry, which, though it might lead him into 
fome trifling indifcretions, could not be reafonably 
fuppofed tQ involve him in any ferious difficulties. 

•* At 
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<^ At d events ((aid t&e. Ear],) it can do no 
kurttD fead for joung £rdyn, and &k him in 
rtGfc€t to this oiatier. From the hints he.dropped^ 
I hare reafoik tDJoiagtiie he knows more dian he 
thought proper to dMcciver; and be is fiidi a con« 
founded ideor, thac he wiH be incapable of coiv« 
ccaiing from my enquiries aay knowled2;e he may 
pofie& rdadve to the affairs of my foou** 

Mn Tudor concurred in the propriety of thk 
meaiure; and a very poHte and friendly billet was 
dtfpatched by his Lord&rp to invite Richard to 
breakfeft the next morning} an invitscion our Iitdo 
Crookback moft readily and joyfidly promifed to 
Comply vridt. The Earl^ who had. given orden 
for the excluAon of all other vifKorsy received Ri^ 
chard with Angular afiability asid kin^e6$ and 
Eichard, as if quite elated by this favourable re« 
ceptlon, with a fimplicity partly natural, and partly 
afield, entertained his noble kinfinan during the 
time of brealdkft with abanda-nce of funny anec- 
doteS) much better calculated fbr the meridian of 
the liable, than for that of the drawing-room, to 
which his Lordthip liftened with great gravity of 
atcentionT ; but his folemnity was atoned for by the 
jocularity of Richard, wtio never felled to laug^ 
heartily at his own merry jeftsand witty fayings. 

«* I wat 
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^« I was afraid, coufin Evelyn, (faid the Earl; when 
the fervants were withdrawn,) I was afraid that you 
might have imagined that I received jou yefterday, 
when you favoured me with a vifit, with lefs cordis 
ality than, confidering your own great merit, ahd our 
family connexions, you might have thought yourfelf 
entitled to. fiut juft at the moment of your arrival, 
I happened to be unluckily engaged with his Grace 
the Duke of B— — , in ^ conference of a nature 
the moft confequential and interefting; and the 
interruption of your viiit occurred at a jundure fo 
mal a propoSy that I was peculiarly ill prepared to 
receive you in a manner fuitable to your own de- 
fcrvings and my refped. I was, therefore, im- 
patient to obviate any ill imprefSon. my apparent 
coldnefs might.have left upon your mind, and hav$ 
taken this early opportunity of foliciting the plea.« 
fure of your company .''^ 

<< O, as to that, (faid Richard, who gave to thefe 
profeffions not a jot more credit than they me- 
rited, and plainly perceived the point they aimed 
at,) there's no need of any apology r for, though 
Xo be fure, you did look a little or fo grummifh at 
me yefterday, it would be hard if more than that 
mightn't pafs among fuch near relations* Coufm 
. , BoU 
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Bob and I have a hundred quarrels in the day^ but 
wc always make it up again." 

*^ I am furprifed (faid the Earl) that Lord Ray- 
mond could determine to remain in the country 
ifter you quitted it; efpecially when he had fo 
Arong an inducisment to return to London, as the 
pleafure of your company, during the journey^ 
muft have been to him." 

** Though I have no reafon to miftruft his hav- 
ing a very great Jiking to my company, (faid Ri- 
chard,); yet, for all that, there may be other com- 
pany in the world that he thinkS' flill pleafanter." 

«< What fociety could he find in that dcfolate 
part of the couhtry, (returned the Earl,) which he 
could be poffibly fo misjudging as to prefer to 
yoiir's, except that of your refpedable mother 

or ■ ■ • 

*< My mother, indeed ! A likely ftory, (inter- 
rupted Richard,) No, no, if my nofe was put 
out of joint, it was not by an old woman, I pro- 
mife you. Coufin Bob has too good a fancy for 
that/' 

« This 
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*« This it very extraordinary ! I have been for 
feveral weeks expeSiAg him \" 

<< ExpeAing him! O, you may whittle for 
that wind long enough before it will blow.** 

<^ How, (cried the £arl|][ does he not then lA** 
tend returning J" 

<< O yes, I fuppofe he does} but the devil 
kiiaws when.** 

*' You furprife me, coufin Evelyn* What caa^ 
pof&bly detain Lord Raymond ?'* 

^< O, as to that matter^ (cried Richard,} I know 
nothing about it. I fuppofe, as he writes to^ you. 
himfelf, he telbyou all h^ cbufes you {boul4^know« 
It's none of my bufmefs to let the cat out of the- 
bag. I know what's what better than that comes 
to. Coufm Bob never did nothing to me that I 
fikould make mifchief for him/' 

^ Coufin Evelyn^ (faad the Earl, with great 
gravity of tone, and folemnity of afped,) though I 
highly approve that principle of difcretion which 
renders you averfe to difclofing any circumftance 

whici 
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which might be a fource c^diflentioii between me 
and my fon, I muft appeal to your candour and 
good fenfe on thrs> perhaps very important oc« 
cafion, and a(k you, whether you can think your- 
felf juftifiable in concealing from my knowledge 
a traiTfa£lk>n which k may highly concern me to 
know, I am not a fevere father, coufin Evelyn : 
fuch faults as are prompted by youthful levity, I 
can read^y overlook ; and if Lord Raymond is 
detained by fome frivolous attachment, you need 
be under no apprehenfion of exciting my refent^ 
ment to bimy by confeffing your knowledge of tho 
affair." 

" I don't know what you call a trifling attach*, 
ment, not I, (faid Richard ; but it's all one atf to 
that. If he marries the girl fooner or later, yotf 
amft know it; fb it may as weU out no^ as ano^ 
tiler time." 

<< Marries! (exclaimed his Lordfhip,} you 
amseee me ! But it i^ imfpoffibie that my fon 
&ould deviate from the precepts I have inftilled 
i«to kis mind with (kcb uoremitting itiduftry. He 
cannot form an alliance incoafiftent with the dig** 
Aity of his birdi. Though he may have poffibly 
iuffered kimfelf to bd captivalied by beauty, and 

mifled 
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mifled from tht particular views I have wi&ed hint 
to cherifl], there may be many young beauties in 
South Wales of high defcent, and helrcffes of nobl€ 
fortunes——.** 

^* As to her defcent, (interrupted Richard,) iC 
may be high enough ; for fhe may have dropped 
from the clouds, for aught I know to the contiary* 
But as to her being an heirefs, I don't know any 
thing (he can have to inherit, except fome turnip* 
and carrots, and a jack-afs to carry them to mar-> 
ket ; for, to be plain with you, it's a fimple gar* 
dener's daughter couftn Bob's going to buckle 
himfelf to," 

" Impoffible! (exclaimed the Earl in an agony,) 
It is impoffible that my fon could have determined 
to unite himfelf to fuch a baie-born wretch, to 
bring fuch indelible difgrace on an ancient and 
honourable family.'* 

<< Aye, that was what I faid to him to a tittle,) 
interrupted Richard.) What will your noble father 
fay to you, (fays I,) when he hears what a fine 
kettle of fifli you are going to make of yourfelf, 
(fays I,) you that might have had your choice of 
counteffes and dutchefles^ (fays I,) to go for ta 

bring 
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bring him home a country- wench) with icarce a 
tatter to her back, for a daughter-in*law, {(ays I ',) 
a pretty market you'll bring your pigs to ! Don't 
you know that he is as proud as the devil,, and as 
4x>vet0ftis as a harpy, fays L"— *< Aye, and that I 
do to my coft ! fays Bob. O, a plague upon all 
old curmudgeons of fathers ! What the devil 
good's in them, but to lumber the world with ! 
But it does not fignify arguing the matter; for 
marry her I muft and will, if the devil flood at the 
idoor ; and let the old codger prevent me if he can^ 
ivith a murrain to him/' 

« Coufm Evelyn, ci^ufin Evelyn, (interrupted 
the Earl with great heat,) you go too far. This 
is not Lord Raymond's ftyle of converfation. It 
is tmpoffible that he could have exprefTed himfelf 
in terms either fo undutifuUy opprobrious or fo 
horribly vulgar." 

** As to the exadl words, (returned Richard,) I 
can't fay that I could be fworn to them ; but I 
know 1 have given you the pith and marrow of 
#ur converfation.'* 

*' O, very pithy> indeed ! (cried his Lordfliip 5 
butlihall write immediately to Lord Raymond, 
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toMquire what £Mindation there may be for this 
report, and to admoniih him — — /' 

« Aye, (interrupted Richard,) when the fteed's 
ftolen (but the ftabie door. Now, if you had any 
brain$ in your numfcull, you'd get into your chaife, 
and whirl off to my mother's, and you and (he 
might lay your noddles together, and hatch fome 
plot or other to prevent this match ; for I can tell 
you, (he's devililbly uneafy about it herfelf ; and I 
know (he has a great mind to write to you about 
it ; but a body does not care to make mifchief, you 
know: befides, as he Teemed fo determined, flie 
thought there W9fi no ^reat good to be done 
by It/' 

« I am to the laft degree ^provoked and per* 
plexed !" cried the EarL 

<* Faith, no one can wonder at that, (faid Ri- 
chard i) it's enough to provoke any one : and for 
my own part, I have fretted my guts to iiddle- 
ftrings about it ; for, though the girl is fo hand- 
fome and witty, and all that, that's no rul^ d&at 
(he fhould be made a countefs of." 

<« I m 
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"<< I am almoft diftraaed ! (cfkd the Earl ;) 
had he even fixed his aiFedioos on a woman of 
birth > 

<< Aye, that was jitft what I told him, (inter- 
rupted Richard.) What a pother you keep with 
her fenfe and her beauty, (fays I;) they'll make 
great impreffion on old Squaretoes, to be fure, 
(tays I.; Don't you know, that, though (he was 
blear-eyed, hump-backed, bandy-legged; though 
ihe was as ugly as Mother Shipton, as old as old 
Par, and as ill-natured as the devil, if ihe could 
but poft the coal, and reckon you up a fcore or 
two of kings and dukes in her genealogy^ he'd cry 
her up for a paragon, and idolise her like a goddefs, 
(fays I.) — " Aye, all that's very true, (fays Bob,) 
you have' hit him off to a tittle : bat, as tyrannical 
and avaricious as he is, I'd have him to know, that 
I will take the liberty of chufing for myfelf, if he 
was to put his eyes upon fticks for it, (feys Bob.) 
And, what though (be be but a gardener's daugh- 
ter, it's hard if (he is not a better ftock to graft a 
noble family on, than the little crooked crab-ftick 
that he wants to buckle me to. But, pleafe the 
Fates, rU fee him at the devil firft ! fayj Bob." 
— " But at any rate, coufin Bob, (lays I,) fince 
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you are refolved to marry the wench, hadn't yom 
better tell old Squaretoes how much you are in 
love with her, and try to perfuade him to confent 
to the match, (fays I.) — " Confent t<^the match ! 
(fays Bob;) I find you know little about the old 
curmudgeon ; he would as fooh go to the deviL 
If he was to get the leait, item of my intention, ali 
the fiit would be in the fire, (fays Bob.) I know 
he'll be in a damnable pafIion« But what of that t 
He'^s only tenant for life, fo let him do his worfl:, 
(fays Bob.) Befides, I am in great hopes, that the 
vexation of this afiair may fend hwn packing to the 
ihades below before his natural time, ^fays Bob^J 
and io rid me at once of the troublefome old do* 
tard^ and that would be a capital hit, faith/' 

*< Horrible and unnatural ! (exclaimed the Earl. J 
And pray who is this wretch, on whofe account 
Lord Raymond has determined to debafe himfelf, 
and to outrage me ; to tarnifh the honours of an 
illuftrious houfe, and return, with unparalleled in« 
gratitude, the tendernefs of an affectionate father?** 

Richard then acquainted his Lordftiip with every 
particular relative to Rofina and her fuppofed fa- 
ther, which had come within his knowledge : and 
to add probability to the talQ he had framed, ex* 

tolled 
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toiled her as a miracle of beauty. The Earl took 
notes of fuch particulars of bis intelligence as he 
imagined it behoved him to remember, with great 
folemnity and precifion : then addreffing Richard^ 

" Coufin Evelyn, (faid he,) you'll excufe me i( 
I leave you. I mufFattend the levee this morning, 
and it is time for me to drefs. Perhaps it would 
be agreeable to you to amufe yourfelf for an hour 
or two in my library ?** 

<< No, faith, (faid Richard,) now that t am here 
in London, it's danmed hard if I cannot amufe 
myfelf better than in poring over your old mufty 
devils of books. Now I think of it, fomebody 
told me our little bruifers were to have a boxing 
bout to-day : I muft go and fee about it* Egad^ 
it is not every day a body can have fuch high fun ; 
and it would be a thouiand pities to lofe it. So, 
goodbye, uncle." 

He arofe and vi^ked towards the door, whtlft 
the Earl rung for a fervant to attend him ; then 
returning half way, and fcratching his head, and 
afliiming an ideot grin as he fpoke, << And in the . 
meantime, uncle, you that are in power, if ever 4 
fat comfortable place or peniion Ihould fall in your 

Vol, V, Q waya 
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way> or a good poft at court, where a hoiy maf 
get a deal of money for doing nothing at all, you 
fee,— why to be fure you'll give 4he preference to 
your own flefh and blood, and you won^t focget 
your nephew, Dick Evelyn." 

<< Oh, no, (cried the Earl,) I ihah't fiirget you ; 
you may depend upon my utmoift exertions* -Bat 
at prefcnt I would not for the world detain you." 

** Well, good bye again," faid Richard, nodding 
familiarly as he (kipped out of the room. 

^ Fool, chang€>ling, ideot, ape! (exdatmed die 
Earl, determined to make himfelf fame amends for 
die reftraint he liad nnpofed on himfelf whilft Ri« 
ohard continued in his jirefende,) ignorant, infi)** 
lent, audacious puppy I To abufc me to tny &ce J 
Was there ever fuch infufFej:able folly and impu- 
dence ! A poft ! Aye, a poft in Bridewell, to he 
flogged at !— »But my fon ! What am I to think ! 
Whilft I deiibertfte, bis ruin may be oompleted 1 

Whilft his Lord(bip con^^mued to pour £Htb the 
ebullitions of his indignation, his contempt, and 
vexation, in tiiefe and divers other opprobriout 
exclamattoRS^ the little tnifchievotts otijeft i^f^iia 
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refentmetit quitted his houfe in liigli exitltation, 
triumphing in the mortlficatron he had already x>c- 
caiioned him, and greatly ^flattered "with the ^ex- 
pe£lation> that the fufpicion with which he had 
infpired him, would fend his Lordibip paclcing, as 
ht expreflfid it, on a vrild-gooTe chace to Wsdes* 
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fHB PROBXTX AND HUMANITY OF A COUETXfiR. 

THE Earl, meantime, beginning to make re* 
fleflion^ that, as the evil with which he was 
menaced ftill admitted of prevention, he might 
apply his time to better purpofe than in lavifhing 
it in fruitlefs inveflives onaperfon who was utterly 
infenfible to his refentment, inftantly difpatched a 
{ervant to fummon Mr. Tudor to a confultation : 
but that gentleman vi^s unfortunately not to be 
found. Extremely diftrefled, and dreading, left 
the lofs of an hour might render hi$ misfortune 
irremediable, he bethought himfelf> in this dilem- 
C 2 ma| 
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ma, 6f haying recourfe to the affiftance of a perfon 
whofe agency he had often found peculiarly (er- 
viceable to him on many fecret occafions. This 
underftrapper, whofe name was Harris, being to- 
tolly devoid of confcience and principle, readily 
engaged in the tranfadion of every dirty job his 
fuperiors were pleafed to impofe on him ; and, as 
the recompence of his fervices was generally pro- 
portionate to the iniquity of the budnefs, the 
blacker it was, the more willingly he embarked in 
it. This perfon, as foon as his Lordihip had con« 
fided to him his diftrefs and perplexity, inftantly 
fuggefted to him, that the only efFeftual means of 
preventing the odious connexion meditated by 
Lord Raymond, would be that of Spiriting away, 
and fecret ing the objeftof his paffion; an achieve- 
ment of which Mr. Harris very readily undertook 
the performance. The Earl at firft ftarted fome 
difficulties to this plan, which appeared to him of 
a nature too hazardous and daring; but. his ob« 
jedions were over-ruled by the interefted elo- 
quence of his advifer, who hoped to derive no 
trifling advantage from the fuccefs of this enter- 
prize. He reprefented to his noble patron the 
little danger attendant on the execution of it, and < 
the permanent advantage which would refult from 
its accompliibment. If Lord Raymond is fo be- 
witched 
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Witched as to refolve to marry the girl, (purfued 
he,) what other means can be found to prevent 
him ? and as he does not know that your Lordfhip 
has any fufpicion of the matter, you'll have nothing 
tb do but to ]je fnug, and it will never come into 
his head to fufpe£l you of having any hand in the 
matter.*^ 

<^ But the meafure is illegal, (faid the Earl,) 
smd in cafe of detection /^ 

«' At my peril be it, (interrupted the under-* 
flrapper;) it would be a fine thing if we were to 
be fuch flaves to the law as that comes to. Your 
Lordfhip has nothing to do but to leavQ the matter 
entirely to my management, and I'll engage to 
give you a fatisfaftory account of it. The laws, 
indeed ! It will be a meritorious adion to prevent 
your Lordihip's noble fon and heir from being 
. inveigled by a low-born trull of a gardener's 
daughter; and let the laws do what they will 
afterwards : it's hard if wre cannot find fome way 
to fliove them afide'" 

The confcientious peer readily acquiefced in 
this reafoning : and now the conlUltation turned 
cii the moft fuitable method of difpofrng of the 
C 3 unhappy: 
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unbappj vidim of their pdtcy> after they had got 
her into their power«^ Harris gave it as his opi« 
nion* that the fafeft coupfe would be to keep her 
concealed in fome remote part of South or North 
Wales, until the hurry of the purfuit that Lord 
Raymond would probably make for her {hould be 
over, as their route through any populous part of 
the country might be eaGly traced^ and that, after 
fome time, when the fearch was at an end, it would 
be no difficult matter to have her conveyed pri* 
vately to fome maritime port, and fhipped ofF, ei- 
ther for the £aft or Weft Indies, as might be moft 
convenient , or if thefe plans (hould fail, (be might 
perhaps be ftill more eligibly and fecurely dUpofed 
q{ in forae private mad-houfe. 

WhM Mr* Harris thus difplijred the fertility dF 
his retources, to the admiration of his noble auditor, 
who exceedingly relifhed his counfel,. he was in* 
terrupted by the entrance of Mr. Tudor, who had 
loft no time in waiting on his Lordfiiip as foon as 
apprifed of his defire to fee him. The Earl in- 
ftantly acquainted him with the bufmefs of this 
convention, at which he -exprefied infinite afto- 
niihment.. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tudor^s knowledge- of Lord Ra}iiiond'8 
^harader^ rendered him ftrongly inclined to dif* 
believe the report of his intended marriage^ and 
he would have perftiaded the Earl to have waited 
for fome more unequivocal proof of the imprudence. 
of his ion, before he had recouffe to any violent 
meafures« 

«< And whilft I wait for fuch proof> (cried the 
£arl>) the fatal blow may be ftruck, and the ho-^ 
noar of my illuftrious houfe contaminated beyond 
cedcmfption. And what proof more convincing 
need I retfuire, than the letter I laft night received,^ 
corroborateli by the teftimony of young Evelynn 
who, had he the imdiiiatioa to deceive me> is def« 
dtute of the capacity; From him I learn that my 
fim's^ refolution is irrevocid>ly decided.'' 

^ It is flrange^ indeed^ (laid Tudor,) ii Lord 
Raymond can have really determined to marry fiich. 
aperfon!" 

*< Strange as it is, (returned the £arl,) is hi» 
rnfetuatioff without a precedent ? Is he the firft 
perfonage of illuftrious birth who has been allured 
by female fafcination into voluntary perditioh ? 
Befides', what other motive can detain him in 
C 4 Walesa 
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Wales, in ©ppofition to my reiterated remon- 
ftrances and entreaties. No, no, it were weak* 
nefs to deceive myfelf in defpite of convidlion. 
All that now remains to fnatch him from imme- 
. diate ruin, is to embrace fome meafure no lefs 
prompt than coercive ; and what obftacles can be 
oppofed to the meditated diihonour, at once fo fafe 
and fo effcftual as the removal of the caufe ia 
which the evil originates. I fee but one difficulty 
attendant on the execution of this plan ; and that, 
I have happily bethought me, your friendfliip may 
obviate j the want of a fafe and fecure place where 
the girl may be confined for fome little time. Pray 
hear me out, (continued his Lordfliip, perceiving 
Mr. Tudor ready to interrupt him ;) I don't re- 
quire you to take an active part in this bufinefs : 
all I defire is, that you will lend me the ufe of an 
apartment in that old folitary caftle you have in 
North Wales, which I have often heard you de- 
icribe." 

Mr. Tudor exprefled much furprife at this re- 
queft, and great repugnance to granting it : and 
his Lordfhip was obliged to have recourfe to all 
bis rhetoric to engage him to compliance* 

t^ A$ 
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•« As Lord Raymond (continued he) believes 

me totally ignorant of his difgraceful intentions^ 

he will never entertain the lead fufpicion of the 

part I a£t in this affair ; or, fliould it hereafter be* 

come known to him when his delirium is diffipated 

by maturer refledion, I (hall receive his warmeft 

acknowledgments for faving him from the fatal 

efFeds of the infatuation which at prefent enflavea 
him." 

" But> in the meantime, ((aid Tudor,) what is 
to become of the girl i" 

<« What matter what becomes of her f (cried 
the Earl.) Is that a point to be confidered, when 
the honour of my family is at ftake ? Better a 
tboufand fuch bafe-born wretches ihould perifli, 
than that a race fo illuftrious fhould be contami- 
nated with the leaft blot of ignominy !'" 

" But the law, (feid ^r. Tudor,) to whofc 
protection the meaneft individual has an equal 
claim with the moft noble,, will probably give a. 
decifion on this fubjedl very different from your 
Lordfhip's.** 
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<< I am not cf a time of life, or frame of mind, 
(replied the peer,) to be intimidated by bugbears. 
The law may be a terrific (carecrow to thofe who 
are ignorant of the art of dealing with it, or want 
infiuence to turn its balance in their fevour. I 
have no time to wafte in adverting to future con- 
fequences ; the bufinefs admits not of procrafti- 
nation. If you will fuffer the girl to be confined 
for a month or two in your houfe, until the heat 
of the fearch Lord Raymond may probably make 
for her Ihall be abated, my gratitude for fo effen* 
tial a fervice fhall not be confined to empty pro- 
feiSons/' 

" And what is to become of her afterwards/* 
faid Tudor. 

« That point may be adjufted at our leifure, 
(replied his Lordfhip*} It may not perhaps be 
difficult to get her fettled in (ome private mad* 
houfc." 

« And it is more than probable, (fold Tudor, 
ironically,) that the treatment Ihe will receive 
from Mr. Harris and his myrmidons, will he very 
well calculated to qualify her for being an inmate 

of Bedlam." 

« So 
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« So much the better, fo mueh the better, 
(critd the noble peer,) that would fmooth every 
difficulty at once: or, (hould that plan fail, (he 
may be dtfpofed of in a convent abroad, or &ipped 
off to the plantations. What punifhinent can be 
too fevere for the prefumptuous arrogance of fiich 
a virretch !" 

However ftrongJy Mr. Tudor's principles mi- 
litated againfl: the ientiments of his noble patron, 
he reprefled their didates y for he was one of that 
numerous clafs of men who vibrate in a kind o^ 
middle ftate, who want magnanimity to adhere to 
thofe principles of virtue they poffefs fenfibility to 
revere, and often facrifice their better feelings to 
the temptation of avarice, and* the ledudion of 
ambition. The conciliation of his Lordfhip's fa- 
vour, of which' he had already received fome fub- 
ftantial proofs, was a point of no little moment to 
Mr. Tudor; and its confequence was increafed 
at the prefent period, when his hopes had been 
ftimulated by the profpeft of a place of fifteen 
hundred a-year under government, which, he fore- 
faw, would (hortly be vacant, and which, he be- . 
lieved, his patron's intereft, if-ftrongly exerted, 
m^ht readily procure for him. At fo critical a 
j unsure he feared to irritatef him by a refuial i and 
C6 thus 
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thus rendering his honefty Aibfervient to bis in« 
tereft, he became a party in a bufinefs he abhorred, 
an afTociate with wretches- who were the difgracQ 
of their fpecies> and the tool of a man whom> not- 
withftanding his wealth, ftation, and influence, he 
moft thoroughly defpifed. 

Mr. Harris having been furniflied by the Earl 
with the inftru£tions be- had received from Richard 
yelative to poor Rofina's name, place of abode, &c. 
left the Earl, to prepare himfelf and his myrmidons 
for the projeded enterprizc Mr. Tudor alfo re- 
tired ta his own houfb, fulL of thought and anxiety, 
and half repenting the- confent he had given to 
become an accomplice in fo infamous a meafure» 

His imagination perpetually reprefented to him 
a young, beautiful, innocent girl, delivered to the 
abfolute difpofal of a (bt of wretches, to whom deeds 
&e moft atrocious were familiarized by pra£tice : 
and his confcience, though not, as we have already 
feen, of a texture the moft delicate, was ftartled at 
ihe fcheme of villainy to. which he was become 
acceflary. But», as the human mind is ever ij^ 
genious in. the palliation of ks own ecrors, he 
filenced its reproaches with the perfuafion, that, ia 
xefcuing the devoted vi£Um of his Lordihip's po^ 
i licjs 
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licy from the power of the wretches to whofe con- 
duSt (he was to be delivered, and affording her an 
afylum where Ihe might enjoy at lead comparative 
lafety and comfort, he rendered an acceptable fer- 
vice to the caufe of goodnefs. It was enough to 
fuffer his houfe to be converted into a prifon, he 
determined that its walls fliould prote(£t their un- 
happy captive from infult, as long as (he remained 
within them : and to this effed, ftipulated that (he 
ihould be entirely committe4 to 4iis guardianship, 
fo long as (he continued to refide beneath bis roof. 
The Earl, delighted with his compliance, agreed 
to every thing he required of him ; and, as it hap« 
pened to be the feafon when he ufually vifited hi^ 
paternal manfion, he fet out without lofs of time, 
loaded with the acknowledgments, profeffions, and 
promifes of his aoble benefav5ior, to await Rofina's 
arrival, and prepare for her reception.— The events 
which occurred in confequeAce of thefe meafures 
Jbave been already related.. 
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CHAP. IV. 

A COVKTIBR KEET3 HIS WOtip I 



THE reader may have traced in Tudor's heart 
the gradual progrefe of a paffion founded in 
ks conunencement on the perfonal lovelinefi of 
Rofina, and afterwards confirmed by the accom* 
{di(hment9of her mind, tbt dKcovery of her qiia* 
Ikyy and the convif^ion of her worth* But, how- 
ever eligible the refpe£bbiHty of her birth, and 
the probable profpedl of the fortune (he was one 
day to inherit, might have rendered his attach- 
ment, it was combated in bis bofom by the con- 
vi£lion, that, from his known connexion with the 
Earl of Lr— — 's family, an union with Rofina 
would be imputed to motives the mod: diOionour- 
able. Bvkt naturally warm in his feelings, hiftf)af* 

fion 

5 ^ 
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fion (bon predominated over every oAer confi- 
deration ; and as be now conceived the defign of 
rendering this attachment (ubfehrient to the pur« 
pofes of bis intereft, he no longer oflSsred any op* 
pofitioh to its ftrong afcendancy. Althcogb he* 
poflefied too much good fenfe to flatter himielf that 
he had inipired Rofina widi any prepofleffion in hi? 
favour, it yet never entered into his imagination 
to doubt her joyfiil acceptance of his honourable 
addrefles ; or to fuppofe, that in a Atuatioa (b de- 
plorably hopelefs, fhe could rge£k an union which 
offered a reftoration to the tendemeis of the friends 
file bmented, to the efteem of mankind^ and the 
bleffings of fbcial Iife« It was to this meafure he 
adverted at his kift feparation from RoTma. He 
departed in the intention of making a trial of the 
influence which the di&greeable entanglement in 
which his noble patron had involved himfelf, by 
the illegality of his proceedings, might afibrd htm | 
and to regulate his condud with refpe(% to Rofina 
by the fucceft of this attempt. In this intentioa 
he travelled poft to London. 

Lord Raymond, meantime, had very naturally 
attributed Rofina's adventure to the machinations 
of the Fitzqfbomes, who, he fancied, had adopted 
ttis methed of obtaining by force what they had 

failed 
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failed to elFefl by perfuafion. His vexation zni 
indignation were, however, mitigated by the re- 
flexion, that previoufly to this event he had been 
obliged to renounce his flattering expe£btions, and 
refign all hope of fhaking the determined fteadinefs- 
of Rofina's refolution, which had already baffled- 
all his infidious efforts, even in a (ituation the moft: 
favourable to the fuccefs of his deiigns. He there^ 
fore wifely determined to devour his chagrin in 
filence, and fubmit patiently to a misfortune which 
it was paft his power to remedy. He returned to 
London, where his father, though' fecretly rejoiced 
at the philofophic refignation with which he ap- 
peared to fupport the lofs of his miftrefs, received 
him with a moft petrific coldnefs : and to complete 

his mortification, the Duke of B ^ and Lady 

Elinor, to whom his Grace had, in the firft tran- 
fports of his indignation, repeated his converfation 
with the little Crookback, irritated beyond meafure 
at the imagined infult, received his advances with 
the mofb frigid difdain. fiut> however mortifying 
to his Lordfliip were thefe fymptoms of alienation^ 
as he wa^ ignorant of their ti-ue fource, and fan- 
cied they originated in the refentment occafioned 
by his long protra(Sled abfence from London, he 
hoped in time to overcome them by a (enfold por- 
tion of obfequious attention* For his dilappoint* 

meat 
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ment in love had ferved to render him flill keener 
in the purfuit of tbofe honours and riches, from 
the poflefEon of which he promifed himfelf the 
mof): fubftantial confolation. 

Immediately on his arrival in London, Mr. Tu- 
dor waited on his noble patron, whom he found 
filled with vexation and chagrin on account of the 
ill fuccefsof his negociations refpefling Lord Ray- 
mond's alh'ance with Lad v Elinor j and the in- 
telligence which Mr, Tudor came purpofely to 
impart to him, was not much calculated to admi- 
nifter confolation. He briefly acquainted him with 
Rofina's name, quality, and intimate connexions 
with the Fitzoibornes, who were not unknown to 
his Lordfhip ; though, for his own private reafons, 
he fuppreiTed her title to the fortune of her family* 

Though already partly informed of thcfc par-* 
tjculars by Tudor's letters, the Earl liftened ta 
the repetition of them with infinite uneafioefs. 

*< Would to Heaven I had never embarked in 
this curfed bufinefs! (cried he.) What is to be 
done ! Can you advife me ?— ^-" 

<1 1 know 
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<< 1 know no eoorfe you can follow with l^&tjr^ 
(replied Tudor,) Init that of fending for Lord 
lUyiaond> coafeffng to him your (hare in the 
tranfadlion, and retloring to him the objefb of hi# 
afFeSion. The young lady may perhaps be pre- 
railed on to facrifice her rerentment, great as I 
aflure you it iS) to the profped: of fo fplendid an 
affiance s efpecially as her reputation has been a 
little cracked in this affair, and that (he has not a 
fliilling fortune." 

•« Surefyy^ti jeft! fexclaimcd the Earl.) Did 
ever man give fiieh a damned piece of advice !' 
To marry my fen to a girl of cracked reputation, ' 
inferbr birtbv and no fortune I I would (boner 
hang myfelf than fiibmit to* fo difgracefiil a eon^ 
nexion ! No, no, feme other expedient nndt be 
devifed. Now,! think, as your caftle is fituated 
fo near the fea-coaft, it would be very prafficable 
ftr get her conveyed awajrto fome foreign country^ 
the more diftant the better} and I could eafily hire 
a veflel for the purpofe ; and as fhe might be con- 
reyed on board in the night-time, and well gagged, 
Aerc would be no danger of her alarming the 
country with her cries. I muft fend immediately 
fbr Harris, and confult him on this matter/' 

« And 
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*« And can you fuppofe, my Lord, (faid Tudor, 
with indignation,) that I am fo loft to principle and 
to decency, as to connive at a fcheme of this atro- 
cious nature \ Becaufe, to oblige you, I uhwil'* 
lingly contented to her detention for a few weeks 
in my houfe, when I was deceived into a fuppo- 
£tion of her being a low-born wretch, who ain^ed 
to enihare the heir of your family in an unworthy 
connexion by artful blandifhment. Now, that I 
am convinced of the fallacy of fuch an idea, and 
find her to be a young lady of refpedable birth and 
fiiperior endowments, can you fuppofe me to be 
fiich a remorfelefs villain, as to a&ciate with die 
moft profligate of mankind^ and become aceeffivy 
to crimes at which humanity (hudders !" 

^ I meant not to autfiorize any crimes by my 
fiuiAion, (replied his Lrord(hip.) You are too 
wamh Tudor. I meant nothing more than to 
place the young lady in a foreign convent, where 
I would have been content to pay liberally for her 
comfortable accommodation: and as (he has no 
fortune of her own, Ihe would have had reafon to 
thank me for providing her fo eligible an efta- 
blifliment/* ' 
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" O, 1 dare fay, (replied Tudor, ironically,) if 
apprifed of your Lordfliip's benevolent intentions, 
(he would feel for them all the gratitude they merit. 
But I muft candidly tell you, this fcheme is utterly^ 
impracticable ; for I would much fooner open my 
gate to a ruffian, whom you fhould depute to plant 
a dagger in the bofom of this injured and beautiful 
girl, than deliver her to the uncontrolled authority 
of your worthy agent, Mr. Harris, whom I know 
to be a monfter of iniquity, from whofe brutal 
ferocity death would perhaps be the moft favour- 
able deftity (he might have reafon to expe£l» A 
little refledion, furely, would have prevented your 
Lordihip from infulting me with fuch a propo-» 
fition." 

«* Dear Tudor, (cried the Earl,) I was far front 
intending to oflFend you. But yx)u fee the per- 
plexity of my fituation* Your own reafon will 
point out to you the abfolute neceifity there is» 
that this girl (hould be fecreted, at leaft until after 
Lord Raymond's marriage with Lady Elinor, which. 
I have not yet relinquiflied the hope of effefting. 
But perhaps fome other more ^eafible projedl may/ 
be ftruck out/* 

"My 
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<* My Lord, (faid Tudor,) no projeft of an 
jlllcit nature (hall ever have my concurrence. 
The lofs of your favour may be the inevitable 
confequence of my determination ; but I candidly 
tell you, that I find the tears and fupplications of 
this bewitching creature fo irrefiftibly powerful, 
that I can no longer refolve to adl in the hated 
<apacity of her gaoler, and refufe her the liberty 
ihe eternally folicits." 

<< How ! (exclaimed his Lordfhip,) is this the 
return you make for my patronage and protedion t 
for. the repeated benefits I have ihowered on you ? 
Are you too fafcinated with this wretch, that has 
been fent into the world to thwart my meafurcs, 
and difturb my tranquillity ?^ 

^* I confefs, (replied Tudor,) I am not infenfiblc 
to the powerful attractions of this lovely girl." 

•^ Why then, (replied his Lord(hip with quick- 
nefs,) why then, fince her family is refpeftable, 
and her condud unexceptionable, why then not 
marry her yourfelf ? I only wifh to preclude the 
poffibtlity of Lord Raymond's union with her; 
imd that point once eSeded, I (ball have no ob- 

je£tion 
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jeSion to revealing to hU knowledge my Ihare in 
the trairfadioD." 

This was the very point to which Tudor had 
Wtihed to lead his noble patron* 

^ I fliould have no objedion to the meafure, 
(replied he,} if it could be adopted with any pro-* 
priety. But will it not be reported in the worlds 
that I have been induced by your Lordlhip^s in* 
fluence to marry your fob's mifirefsf 

^ And are you weak enough (replied the Earl) 
to fiicrifice your happinefii and intereft to fuch idlQ v 
rqports V* 

*^ The union in queftion, (returned Tudor>) 
however it might contritkite to my happinefs, 
would certain^ be very prejudicial to my intereft* 
Your Lordfliip feems to have fprgotten the nar« 
rowneft of n^y circimiftaaces. I am not in a 
&uation to encumber myfelf with a familyi which 
I might in future want the. means of providing 
for/* 

^ Dear Tudor, marry the girl, and leave tiie 
care of youf fortune to my gratitude." 

<c You 
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^^ You will pardon me, my Lord, if, in taking 
a ftep of this confequence, I refufe to proceed on 
fo flippery a foundation as the promifes of cour- 
tiers are faid to be, (replied Tudor, fmiling.) I 
untft have fome more fubftantial dependence than 
mere verbal aflurances, before I burthen myfelf 
with a wife, to fuit your Lordfhip's convenience* 
Had your intereft procured Mr. M— — '$ place 
for me — *• 

«< Say no more, (interrupted the Earl, inffantly 
taking the hint;) fortunately it is not yet difpofed 
of, and you fliall have it^ I will fet about it in- 
ftantly; in lefs than two days the patent fliall be 
completed.'^ 

For once a couttter kept bis word : two days 
after this converiation his Lordflup prcfented the 
patent tt> Mr. Tudor, who, now at the very fum^ 
Skit of bis wiibes, fet out, without lofing a mo* 
meot, to -comaunicate his :good fortune to Roiina^ 
aod aakt ber the partner of his felicity. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

FRUITLESS expostulation; 



Her medc rejeftioas wore ib mild a face. 
More like acceptance feem^d it, than diigra<e« 

IT will naturally be fuppofed, that in the repe- 
tition of the tranfaftions juft related, Mr. Tu- 
dor foftencd every circumftance that might refle£t 
culpability on his own conduft ; and though be in- 
formed her that a place of fifteen hundred a year 
had been prefented to him by his patron, he fup-* 
prefTed the conditions on which it had been ob« 
tained. 

^ Good heaven ! (cried Roftna, who eafUy dif- 
covered the origin of her unfortunate captivity in 
the mifchievous plcafimtry of the little Crookback) 
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on what infigntficant caufes do the vicifEtudes of. 
human life depend ! the thoughtlefs author of vnj 
fufferings, little imagined how deeply his wanton 
archnefs was deftineA to wound my heart \** 

« Come, come, (faid Tudor) it is time you 
(hould forget your fuSerings ; for my own part I 
owe the little Crookback infinite obligation, (Inco 
be was the means of my introdudion to you} 
greatly as I was captivated with you, (continued 
he) even from the firft hour of our acquaintance, I 
endeayoured to ftifle a paifion which^ the narrow* 
nefs of my fortune forbade me to indulge j but now, 
when that obje£lion has been obviated by the gene- 
roflty of my patron, what obftacle remains to im- 
pede our felicity. In other circumftances 1 (hould 
allow all juft indulgence to jour maidenifli timi- 
dity; but the peculiarity of our iituation obliges us 
to difpenfe with common forms« Let us be mar- 
ried immediately, and now that I have two or three 
months to fpare, we will devote them to the pur- 
pofe of viAting your friends the Fitzofborne's, in 
Ireland, before our return to London. Speak to 
me, my Rolina, tell me you approve this mea- 
iure, and will confent to it/' 

Vol. V. D Rofiiu 



I 



^ ROSINA. 

Rofina fighed deeply j and her tears fbeamel 
down her bee and bofom. ^ 

« Why diefe fighs and tears ! (faid Tudor) arc 
you (hocked at the profpeft of an immediate refto- 
ration to* liberty and happinefs V* 

« Alas ! (fold Rofina) y«ur plan promifes m^ 
neither ! Hear me with patience, (continued ftie, 
perceiving' his aflonifliment in his countenance) 
and if I rejeft a propoTal which I feel it impoffible 
to accept, deem me not on that account the lefs 
grateful for your generofity, or the lefs fufceptiblc 
of your merit." 

«« Rejeft ! (repeated Tudor) are you confcious 
of the import of your words ! do you retttSt on 
your fituation !" 

« Every circumftance of my unfortunate fitua- 
tion, (returned Rofina) has been fo frequently re- 
tolved in my mind, that farther refledion is unne-* 
cefiary. Every.rifmg hope has been crufhed^— 
every opening prolpeA of felicity obliterated ! my 
mind feems to have been rendered callous by its 
lufFerings. I am now prepared to bear the worft P* 

« The 
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•«< The worft ! (exclaimed Tudor) am I then 
fo hateful and defpicable, that peqJetual impriibn- 
ment and perfecution, are thought preferable to the 
honourable union I offer you/' 

<^ Neither hateful nor defpicable, ( returned Ro« 
iina) are you deemed by me : on the contrary, I 
truly love and efteem you^ut I cannot tnarry 
you/' 

« 'Tis well, madam, (cried nac, ftarting from 
iier in a rage) 'tis well ! fince you refiife me a le- 
gal title to proteA you, I have no longer any au« 
diority to withhold you from the peribn by whom 
you were committed to my charge. I will inftant- 
]y write to the Earl, and acquaint him with my 
readinefs to refign you to any perfon he may appoint 
to require you at my hands. Sinc4J my guardian- 
ihip is contemned and reje<fted, I am ready to con- 
fign you to that of your former conduSor> Mr« 
Harris." 

<^ Can you fuppofe me weak enough to be in- 
timidated by thefe menaces f (replied Rofina calm- 
ly) 1 eftimate your worth toojuftly, to believe you 
capable of a batenefs, of wbichi in the narrative 
D Z you 
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you have juft now given me, you -exprefled fo juft 
an abhorrence.'* 

« Then you build on my own profeffions, ((aid 
Tudor) but have a care— when I made them, I 
fuppofed you fenfible and grateful; I knew not 
then your arrogance, your infatuation and inflexi- 
bility. Since you chufe your deftiny, whatever 
horrors and misfortunes may await you, the culpa- 
bility, as well as the calamity, will be all your 
own." 

The weak and exhaufted fpirits of Rofina could 
not fupport the profpedl.of the new fufFerings and 
difficulties with which fhe was threatened by the 
refentment of Tudor. She was feized with a fuc- 
ceffion of fits, which continued, with fhort inter<« 
miflions, for (everal hours. Thefe alarming pa* 
roxyfms, fo ftrongly refembling death, filled die 
tortured bofom* of Tudor with confternation and 
remorfe. All his afFedlion was revived by her ap- 
parent danger; he fupported her in his arms, and 
in the fhort intervals. of fenfibility (he enjoyed, 
poured out the moft lavifh pfoteftations of fond- 
nefs, and the tendereft ajBTurances of prote^ion. 

When 
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When (he at length recovered, (he complained 
of extreme weaknefs, and exprefled a defire to be 
fuffered to deep. They removed her to her bed- 
chamber,' inhere he entreated her to AifFer the old 
woman to watch fome hours by her ; and as (he 
had by this time divefted herfelf of all dtftruft, (he 
did not oppofe his defire. Before Tudor retired, 
he approached her. 

^ Rofina, (faid he) perverfe and cnid as you 
are, I feel that your peace is moft dear to me, and 
your approbation of all human bleffings, the high- 
e& in my eftimation. Difpel then every ground* 
lefs anxiety; ungrateful as you are, I will never- 
withdraw from you my protedion, wbilft you wiih 
me to continue it" 

<^ I am not .ungrateful : (faid Rofina) O could 
you learn to be content with my gratitude, my 
efteem, my fifterly affediion." 

« Well, well, (laid Tudor) cold as arc thefe 
expreffions, I muft, for the prefent, endeavour to 
be content with them : time may foften this obdu* 
racy.'* 

Roikia (hook her head. 

D 3 « What, 
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** What, (faid Tudor, Telapfiirg into his gloom ]f 
is it deemed too prefumptuous, even to flatter my* 
felf with a bare poflibilxtjr 1" 

^( Well, good night; (faid Rofina) we ihall fiiMl 
a better (eafon to adjuft our differenccit'*^ 

He retired without fpeaking» 



C H A ?• VI. 

&BF1.CCTI0KS OK DEATH, AND OTHEK 
MELANCHOLY CIRCUMSTANCES. 



And hope that points to diilant years, 
^air opening through this vale of tears 
^ — JI — Avifta to the Ikies. 

MRS. BARBAVL*. 

LE F T to her own refleftions, Rofina looked 
into her heart for the motive of her infurmount- 
able repugnance to an union with Tudor. But in 

thefe 
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tfaeie inftances the heart is often perverfe in its 
decifions; more awake to the impulfes of fenfibi- 
lity, than attentive to the didates of reafon, it re- 
jeds without hefitation the counfels of prudencei 
aod adheres with inflexibtlitj to its own arbitrarjft 
d/Bt6rminati<His« The bold and impetuous charac« 
ter of Tu4or} thrown into tumult by every varying 
paftpn ; one mo^qeni melted to extiavagant fond- 
nokj and the next exafperated to violent refent* 
Blent) w^ uncongenial with the placid and gentle 
^irit of Rofina. Love, according to her idea, was 
the foft foothef of the ruffled bofom : a gale that 
gently imitated the feelings ; not a whirlwind to 
fiinpll th^n into tempeft. Her bofom, yetfinarting 
with the anguifh of recent diiappointment, was 
little inclined to cherifh another attachment ; and 
the botfterous manners and rough feiniliarity d 
Tudor, rendered him ill adapted to efiace the im« 
px^ffions which the artful refinement, and elegant 
tendeoiefs of Lord Raymond had left <^ aching at 
her hreafi?* Rofina bad, befide, another motive 
for her rejedioa of the propofed connexion. Fully 
fenfible of the decline of ber health, &e imagined' 
her life verged n^^idly towards it's terminations 
and this idea, far from infpiring horror, was a fource 
of exultation. It is the nature of the mind to loolc 
forward with hope. When human confolations 
D 4 failv 
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fail, and the (hades of misfortune hover around us 
in a melancholy and impenetrable gloom, this bright 
and z&iyt principle, that faithful as the rteedle to 
the polar ftar, purfues the cheerful bearn^ of happi- 
neft, will pierce the incumbent darkneft to feek die 
objeA of it's afpiration in a ferener region— -eveif 
die region of immortality. Rofina dioug^ther* 
felf dying, and weary of a world where even the 
evanefcent pleafures which enervate die bofom, 
and render it more acutely fuiceptible to the ftings 
of thofe misfortunes which moftly follow in the 
rear, may be termed cafamities, death feemed di- 
vefted of every terror; (he hailed it's approach, 
and rejoiced in the pro<peA of her liberation. Con* 
fcious of reditude, and trufting in the mercy of her 
judge, ihe feared in that ileep of death, no terrify- 
ing vifions, but beheld it as an afylum from thofe 
iad viciffitudes of human mifery which neither pru- 
dence can avert, nor compaffion alleviate. O 
death ! thou beft and fweeteft folace of the wretch- 
ed ! thou never^iailing friend of the unfortunate I 
where is the bofom of fenfibility that has not anti- 
cipated thy arrival, and wifhed, at fome interval of 
wretchednefs, to fteep its agonizing fenlations in thy 
ialutary oblivion ! 

It 
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It was late next day before Rofina left her cham- 
ber. Tudor accofted her with an air of coldnefs 
and diflatisfadion ; he enquired how fhe had paiTed 
the night with a conftrained civility^ and the con* 
verfation dropped with her anfwer* 

At dinner fhe endeavoured to eat, but (he found 
it impoffibie. Tudor had not before obferved all 
the alteration of her appearance ; he contemplated 
her with difqMietude and vexation,, and ftarting froni 
the tablet, as if in fudden refentment, he abruptly 
withdrew, andihe faw him not 'tiil night* 

Late in the evening on his return to her, he- 
found her funk into fuch a ftate of dejedion, that 
ihe trembled at his approach* 

<^ How am I to interpret this emotion i (faid he,, 
with more gentlenefs) am I to impute it to aver<i^ 
£on or to illnefs ?" 

«< I have given you no caufe (repliiedi Rofina) to- 
fufpeA me of a fentiment,. which, could I experi- 
ence,, I muft myfelf be hateful^ * 

" What credit can I afford tq aflertions which- 

are fo ftro ngly contradicted by your anions I in a. 

D ii fitnationt 
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iituation fo dcfperate as yours, what but averfioi? 
the moft confirmed and rooted, could influence you 
to reject a union, which would extricate yoa firom 
every embarrafTment. Is is poffible that I can be 
fcorned and reje^^d on account of a worthleis 
wretch, whofe traitorous bafenefs has been the 
prime fource of all your calamities !'* 

" Though rejeded, frepKcd Rofina) you have 
not been fcorned ; neither does that rejefbion pro- 
ceed from any remaining partiality for Lord Ray* 
mond. If obliged to choofe between you, I would 
not hefitate one moment in my decifion : no, though, 
you were poor and friendlefs, 1 would not degrade- 
your worth, by placing it in a balance againft Lord 
Raymond^ and all the allurements which his alii-- 
ance might offer to my vanity and ambition. Buc 
let us have done with this converfation— -it is vain; 
and fruitlefs-— I cannot be your wife.'^ 

<f Perv.erfe, refraftory, unaccountable,, (mutter- 
ed Tudor) You cannot he my wife T— and what 
then-^for I would comtnand my feelings— 1 would 
argue the point with calmnefs if I could.. What 
then, are your views ? you know my fituation ;. you 
knovif I cannot if 1 would, releafe you* My ruin,. 
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you muft be confcious, would be the inevitable 
confequencft of fuch a ftep»" 

*« Well, (faid Rofina) fince informed of your 
fituation, I have forborne to importune you on the 
fubje£t. I require nothing more than a continu- 
ance of my prefent confinement ; I can now fub* 
mit to my captivity without murmuring, certain 
of the approach of a friend, who, fpite of bolts and 
bars, wiJl reftore me to liberty/* 

« What dreadful event do you allude to I (crfeJ 
Tudor) you are altered, you are ill, my blood runs^ 
cold at the idea ! but you only fpeak thus to tdr- 
ment and diftra£t me : yet promife me that you 
will make no attempt to regain your liberty, and 
I will fend for a phyfician^** 

" No extremity (returned Rofina) fhall extoA; 
from me a promife I mean not to perform. Should? 
any opportunity prefcnt me the profpeft of a re- 
leafe, you may be certain I fliall not hefitate to em- 
brace itv. but deady'as I prize my liberty, I can- 
not condefcend to purchafe it with treachery and 
feaudJ* 

D & Imgraifiicahle: 
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<< Impra£licable creature ! fo gentle, yet (6 refo* 
liite ! but I will incur the hazard^ will truft to 
your gratitude— I cannot fee you die for want of 
medical ai&ftance/' 

*< Medical affiftance (returned Rofina) in com* 
mon cafes, may do much $ but can it probe to the 
bottom of the heart— minifter to a mind difeas'd I 
does the prefcription of a phyHcian contain a ma* 
gic charm— -his drugs a lethean quality, to expunge 
thofe charadters of aifitdton which are written in 
the fecret foldings of the bcrfbm I to mental evils,, 
mental remedies alone are applicable.^ 

« This is not to be endured ! (cried Tudor) I 
cannot bear to fee you thus !'^ 

^ Leave me then tamyfite ; return to London ^ 
endeavour to forget me i let amufement conipire 
with bufinefs to baniih. me from your thoughts. I 
have but one rec^ued tamake ^ 1 have not yet ac« 
quired pbilofophy enough to confent that my repu^ 
tation fhpuld be left the prey of malevolence }. let 
the letters IfhalLleavebe delivered**— 

*< By heaven this is too much T (exclaimed^Tu-^ 
dor in a rage) but this language is adopted to driven 
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me to defperation ! yet why not comply widi your 
defire ! why not abandon you to your £%te^ when 
even death is thought preferable to my tendemefs t 
yes, let it be fo— to-morrow I will leave you-— I 
will forget you, fince you defire it, or remember 
nothing but your ingratitude, your obfiinacy, and 
perverfenefs !" 

Rofina, terrified at bis violence, retired to her 
chamber, and law him no more 'till the following 
day* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 



HONOUR TRIUMPHANT. 



We've read that things inanimate have mov'd, 
And> as with living ibuls, have been infpirM 
By magic numbers^ and perfuafive found. 

CONCRETE. 

lUDOR^s countenance the next morning, 
was dark and fullen ; he did not fpeak^ and 
after breakiaft left the caftle on foot, and returned 
not 'till late in the evening.. 



T 



Soflna's fpirits now recovered from the agita- 
tion into which they had been thrown by Tudor's 
arrival, and his fubfcquent conduft were once mor^- 
funk into the melancholy gloom of hopelefs de- 
5 ifondenc;:.- 
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^ondeiicy. Her doom, &» 'waagmi, was ntvr 
findlly determined; her bofom peace deArojed; 
her reputation Uafted ^ her conftitution, as fbe was 
perfuaded, mortally impaired^ what would kfaave 
availed to confent to a marriage^ agaitift which the 
feelings of her heart revolted wiik wn unconquer- 
able repugnance ', a marriage, which could neither 
reftore her to reputation, ta tranquiility^ or ta 
health. «( 

Late in the evening flie fat at her window;. 
Tudor was not yet returned; the moon beams 
glanced through the ivy that hung from the battle<» 
ments of the caftle ', file &t Kftemng to the mur- 
murs of the cataradi, and contemplating the white, 
mifts that waved over the fiirrounding mountains. 
The folemn fercnity of the fcene tranquillized he» 
mind. Her breaft was expanded with devotion ;. 
file felt the vanity of huinan^ parfviits, and the in- 
(iguificance of human aKtainments. She fung feve^ 
f al. hymns, and her voke, which was at firft ieeble 
and tremulous, acquired ftrcngth from it's exertion*. 
She had juft begun a hymn to hope, when Tudor 
appeared at die door of the a{artineot» She. 
flopped.. 

«* laah 
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^< I am glad you have (pints to iing, (faid he) 
let me not interrupt you. I have often experienced 
the efficacy of mufic in footfaing the perturbation 
of mental difquietude, and never was that foothing 
influence more requifite than at this momenta- 
Pray begin that air again." 

He feated himfelf near the window, and crofSng 
his arms over his bre^> prepared to liften whilft 
Rofina fung* 

HYMN Ta HOPE*. 

O liGfCy thou fweet benignant power ! 

Defanded from abwe ; 
And fent by heaven to loft mankind^ 

On errands full of love^ 

Alas \ no more thy beamy ftar 

Illumes my dreary way ; 
For di&ppo»ntment's frequent tear 

Has quenchM the iilver ray» 

Bught angel ! fent by fate to cheer 
Life's more than wintry glooms. 

And ftrew midft forrows iharpeft thorns 
Thy vifionary bloocMt. 
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How (wtedy glowed the opening buds 

In fancy's vernal morn ! 
I ftretch'd my hand to pluck the flowefi 

But felt the piercing thorn I 

Thcmgh oft allur'd, as oft-deceiv'd> 
But now the charm is o'er ; 

The dream is fled — the fc«ne is clos'd^ 
And hppe enchants no more ! 

Yet oft at midnight's awful hour. 
When mi/e and tumult ceafe ; 

She deigns to hover o'er my coucby 
And whiipers facred peace. 

Not as when erft in &ncy's morUf 

She met my raptur'd view i 
When fluttering round her radiant fomi) 

The bright idea's flew. 

A varied creft of Indian plumes 
Play'd o'er hetJaugbing brow 5 

Her robe z fun-gilt wejiern cloudy 
Her zone th'etherial bow* 

Now round her flows a veftal^^// 
Of pure unfullied white i 



And 
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And hir Elyfian blooms fntvreati 
Her brow, ferenely bright. 

Her hand a filver lamp difpIayF, 

To cheer the awful gloom ; 
She treads the damp vault's drearjr mase^ 

And leads me to the tomb. 

She bids it ope it's maride jawSy 

To take me to its breaft ; 
For there the troublous fpirits ceafe ! 

And there the weary reft { 

Whilft Rofina fung, Tudor ftniggled with h» 
emotion j he ftarted up when (he concluded, and 
flying to her, flung himfelf on his knees at heff 
feety and caught both her hands. 

<< Rofina, (cried he in interrupted accents) 
Rofina, you have conquered ! your prifon is un- 
barred from this moment. To fee you die— mer- 
ciful heaven ! to become accefl!ary to your murder ! 
to lay up for myfelf hoards of eternal horror and re* 
morfe— days of wretchedncfs, and nights of def^ 
pair !-^I make no conditions — ^I no longer detaia 
you I go where and when you pleafe !" 

« O Tudor, 
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€€ o Tu<!or, ^ (cried Rcyfina, deeply aflTe^ied, 
frembling with emotion) and a#raid too fuddeidy to 
cherifh the hope his words infpired) O Tudor, can 
3^u aft thus nobly, and ball I be lefs dtfinterefted I 
you fcid my liberation wouM d^ftroy your for- 
huie, fubje& you to the indtgnation of your pa^ 
tron ; can I then confeat to return jrour generofity 
Hfrith injury, your tendernefi with ruin !" 

*< No matter, (returned Tudor) I am now pre- 
pared to brave every evil, but the confcioofndfs of 
having been inftrumental to yodr deftruAion. 
Curfed, curfed ^e the moment, when I fuiFered the 
mean fuggeftions of intereft to iilence the didates 
of honour and confcience, vriiich fo powerfully re^ 
volted againft this infamous confpiracy ! but I zai 
now juftly puniflied for my bafe fervility. Ro* 
fina, you are in the right to rejed me; I am un« 
WOTthy to poflefs you !'* 

« Oh howunjuft (faid Rofma) is this felf a:c- 
cufation ! have you not been my trueft friend, my 
beft bcnefador ? did not your humanity fnatch me 
from the power of the moft abandoned of man- 
kind. You have been my guardian angel, com- 
mtffioned by heaven to iave me from deftru<Stion I** 

Roflna^ 
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Rofina, in the lavi(h prodigality of gratitucTe, 
could almoft have promiied Tudor a compliance 
with every mih of his heart ; but the confidera*' 
tion of her weak and declining ftate of health, re* 
ftrained her: ihe imagined her conftitvtion was 
more exhaufted than it really was> and doubted 
whether (he had remaiiiing ftrength to enable her 
to bear the £itigue of a journey to Ireland* Ta 
flatter him with a hope, which (he believed could 
never be realized, would have been, (he thought^ 
a cruel kindnefs, more injurious to his reppfe than 
the moft confirmed indifference. 

** Since we mufl feparate, (faid Tudor) let it be 
immediately ; to-morrow I will myfelf condu£lyou 
to Holyhead." 

<« To-morrow; ((aid Rofina) what neceffity for 
this precipitation ? I would fain flay a little lon- 
ger—I would fain exprefs my gratitude, and rc-^ 
concilc you to my departure." 

«* If you would reconcile me to your departure^ 
faid Tudor) be confiftent with yourfelf ; treat me 
with your accuftomed coldnefs -, I canhot bear this 
relenting foftnefs^^-this appearance of tendernefs, 

v^ich 
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^^ich is foreign to your heart— -tdl me you de- 
ipifeandhateme!'* 

<^ Never (raid Rofina) fhall tny lips pronounce 
fo black a wifehood. Is there no mean between 
antipathy and fondnefs [ is there not a tender ef- 
teem-;— a grateful afFedHon, which the heart may 
fhare with many, though one alone can pofiefi its 
iupreme attachment.'' 

<< Well, well, (iaid Tudor) let us have done 
mth this fubje£l, never more to refume it* You 
do not, you cannot love me, and with this ftrong 
conviction on, my mind, it would contribute little 
to my happinefs, were your gratitude to ofFer me 
the tribute which your heart denies me. I am 
jealous and fiery, irrational in my paffion, and in« 
coniiderate in my refentment ; to pofTefs your hand 
without your heart, would open a prolific fource of 
future infelicity— heap coals of fire on my head, 
and plant thorns in my bofom. Go then, Rofina^ 
return to your friends, recover your health, and let 
one of us at leaft be happy. I have revolved this 
plan thefe two days i many ftruggles I confefs it 
has coft me, but your triumph is now complete. 
Early to-morrow we will depart; delays may be 
fatal to ypur health, and can coutribute nothing to 



mj repofc* Good night) I go to pr^pftie for olir 
journey i I ihall fee you no more 'till toHBaonow^** 

^ And win you leare me ; (faid Rofina, haftily 
catching his hand as he arofe) will you leave me 
wiAout buffering me to. exprefs my gratitude, for 
jour kindneftt-Hny aftwi(hmefit at your gene* 
rofity!" 

'( No, no, Roflna, {faid he, haflily difengaging 
Umfelf from her) reprefs them,, they are ineffec- 
tual ; n3y, w6rfe ^ they infpire feelings too impe- 
tuous, regrets too piercing I good night, good 
night/' ile ruflied frooi her as hejpoke. 



CHAP. 



tOSINA. 



CHAP. VIJI. 



THX EMULATION OF HONOUR. 



ROSIN A felt herbofon torn hy fenfi^tions 
fo^inful) that even the melancholy ferenity 
ihc h^ enjoyechsn her confinement previous to 
Tudor's laft return to her, feemed enviable in com- 
parifon to the confli^ by which ihe was now 
iliftraded. 

She was faminoned very early in the mornings 
Ibe found Tudor dready booted ; but his hollow 
eyes, and the gloomy wildnefs of his countenance) 
proclaimed the diforder of his mind. 

^« Still in tears Rofina f (f aid he) for once^ at 
leaft, I flattered myielf wH)^ die hope of beholding 

your 
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your countenance dreft in iiniiss of joy. Is it tfau& 
you welcome the liberty you have Co ardently 
folicitcd?" 

« How (returned Rofina) can I eftimate a blef- 
fing tfaa( is to be purchafed at the expehce of your 
peace! relying on your honourable protection, 
I had reconciled my mind to my captivity. Def- 
tined as I am to calamity, and verging to the 
grave, it matters little to me where I wafte the 
fliort remainder ot my exiftence ; here then let me 
fiill continue to refide in voluntary obfcurity^ no 
longer your prifoner, but your gueft/* 

<« Thefe flights are too high, Roilna ; I am de- 
termined not to be your nuirderer ; were you to 
expire beneath my roof, horrors, worie than infer- 
naif would haunt and perfecute me. Oh why did 
we ever meet ! or rather why muft we^part ! but 
come, prepare ypurfelf; Holyhead is not more than 
five and/orty miles diftant ; we (hall reach it eafily 
to day, though we travel ilowly, for you bxp -not 
equal to any great fetigue." 

Rofina parted not from the fcene of her capti- 
vity without many tears ; even her feparation from 
Jier old attendant was accompanied by fome re- 

gret> 
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gret, and (he beftowed on her a ring of value^ 
which (be happened to have about her when fixe 
was carried away. 

Tudor rode, he did not addrcfs her until thejr 
ftopped to bait, and then he fpoke but little, and 
on general fubjefts. In the evening when they ar- 
rived at Holyhead, they were informed that apack-* 
et would be ready to fail in an hour. Tudor afked 
Rofina whether it was her defire to fail that night? 
fhe replied, that ihe would be entirely influenced 
by hi$ wiihes. 

<^ As the wind is fair, (replied he, with an air 
ef afFeded calmnefs) it would be imprudent to lofe 
your paOage, uniefs you fear the fatigue, and wiih 
to repofe yoiirfelf after your journey/* 

i« Repoie myfelf, (repeated Rofina) burfting in- 
to tears) O how infulting is this coldnefs ! Is re« 
pofe for a troubled and agitated breaft like mine ? 
Strong as are the ties which draw me to Ireland, 
a bond .ftill more powerful feems to detain me. 
Shall you be more generous than I am grateful ! 
l^udor, my oppofition to your wifhes is at an end i 
accept my hand, and ■** 

VvL. V. E « What, 
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« What) without your heart ! the emulative 
offering of a fpirit that fcorn$ to be excelled in 
gcncrofity ! you love me not, Roiina." 

<^ But hereafter," faid RoAna. 

«< No, no, (interrupted Tudor) I cannot ftake 
my happinefs on a chance fi> dubious as that bere-^ 
mfter. I cannot avail myfelf of an offer which is 
ihe offspring of a momentary efiervefcence, not the 
refult of attachment. The vows you pronounced 
would be fucceeded by repentance on your fide, 
and by diflruft on mine. If 1 rifk the lofs of for- 
tune by my ihare in this adventure, why fliould 
you endure the puniflxment of my deviation ? I 
voluntarily engaged in a fcheme of fraud and vio- 
lence, and my r eafon cannot but acknowledge the 
juflice of the retribution, even whilfl I fmart be- 
neath it. My hopes may be di&ppointed, my for- 
tune may fuffer, but — -*" 

<< On my account (interrupted Rofina) it fhaH 
not ; for here I pledge you a foleom promife, that 
no circumftance whatever (hall extort from my 
lips a confeffion of the part you have a^ed in this 
unhappy tranfa&ion." 

« When 
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« When it is known (returned Tudor) that 
you were carried away at the inftigation of the 
Earl of L— , and detained by his influence, your 
fuppreflion of my name will avail but little j that 
circumftance will naturally appear in the courfe of 
the evidence. His Lordfhip will not require to be 
informed from whom you received your liberty ; 
afldl confefs the reproaches which I have, incur- 
red by my fiilfehood to his repofed truft, give me 
fome uneafinefs. However, I may (land acquitted 
tcr my own feelings." 

«^ I meant not (faid Rofina) to promife you a 
partial concealment. No fentence that can deve- 
lop this unfortunate affair, fhall ever pafs my lips, 
'till you yourfelf releafe me from this folemn en- 
gagement. Your fecret (hall reft as fecure in my 
bofom, as if it were ftill to be confined to the me- 
lancholy captivity from which I have been refcucd 
by your benevolence." 

^« Rofina, (faid Tudor, with aftonifhment) are 
you confcious of the confequences which fuch con- 
cealment would involvp ! would not fuch fiJencebe 
interpreted to your difadvantage— what means have 
you to clear your reputation, but a tacit avowal of 
the truA ? would not your abfence, attended by (b 

, E 2 many 
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many fuCpicious circumftances, be attributeil to 
caufes the moft criminal, were you to refufe to the 
enquiries of your friends this reafonable fatif- 
faftion?*' 

<< Conftderations fuch as thefe, (replied Rofina) 
might once have been powerful, but they have now 
loft their weight. Shall the facred dilates of giii- 
titude and honour, be facrificed to the groundlefi 
cenfures of a world, from which I believe myfelf 
on the point of departing ! no, let malevolence ftill 
enjoy its triumph — one faithful bofom, in ipite of 
the myftery that involves my fate, will credit my 
fimple aiTertion of my innocence-— will receive me 
with rapture, and footh me with tender confb* 
lation." 

<< Exalted creature ! (cried Tudor) this re(b« 
lution, inadequate as I ftill muft believe your for* 
.titude to the performance of the taik your gene- 
rodty impofes on itfelf, excites my aftonifliment, 
for the noblenefs of fuch a projeSt evidences the 
enlargement of your mind* But you know not the 
difficulty of fuch a talk." 

«^ Difficult I allow it to be, (faid Rofina) but 
not I hope impra^icable. Ah, (continued (hey 

tenderly 
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tenderly taking his hand) can, I require a motive 
to invigorate my perfeverance, when the fame and 
fortune of my friend and benefadlor, depend upon 
my fecrefy. Return then to the Earl of L- , 
tell him I am ill — TufFer him to believe I am ftill 
in confinement, and rely upon my gratitude.'* 

^ << I can, I dO) (cried Tudor) for weak as fuch 
reliance may appear, your words poflefs feme 
ftrange myfterious charm; fome inconceivable 
power of convidion, and it feems impiety to dif- 
believe them. Allow me this laft embrace. Ro- 
fina, the confciou(hefs of my own unworthinefs to 
pofleft you, reconciles me to this ieparatiou. And 
iiow I go to recommend you to the care of the 
captain ; for the fooner thefe painhil conflifts are 
oveT) the fooner {ball we both regain our tran- 
quillity." 

He left her, and an hour afterwards Rofina 
^led for Ireland; 

Having embarked ber on the waves, we will 

truft her to their mercy, and look back to the 

events which occurred fubfequent to young Fitz« 

oibome's return to Ireland, at the period when he 

£^3 and 
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and bis two companions were driven abruptly h^me^ 
wards by the manoeuvres of the litde Crookback, 
concurring with the whimficid obftinacy of dd 
Nettleby. 



CHAP. IX, 



FRUlTLfeSS fiNQUlUJfiS; 



WHEN Fitzoiborne had related the occuc^ 
rences of his journey to his mother, though 
fomewhat inclined to-cenfure his wanmh^ aodtlie . 
eailnefs with which he had beenindiitedtoootidema 
Rofma, (be was fully confeikms of the danger that 
awaited his longer Aay in Wales^ and rejoiced that 

the 
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the ridiculous terrors of Nettlcby had confplred with 
tiie rcmonftrances of Hume, to precipitate his depar- 
ture. Strong as were the appearances of Rofina's 
culpability to Mrs. Fitzofbome, who with all the 
fervor of friendfliip, poflefled all it's amiable reli- 
ance, they were far from being convincing : or ra- 
ther (he felt it impoffible to believe that a mind (o 
pure and h6nourablc as that of her beloved young 
pupil, could have To fuddenly ^poftiaci^ed froii>tho& 
principles of virtue which had been infiilled into it 
from infancy, with unceafmg folicitude. 

But friendlbip in the bolbm of Mrs. FUtofbornt 
was too adive a principBl9 to wnfte it's energy' i# 
vague conjecture. Though her ftate of health Vtw 
' ill adapted to fuch an enterprise,' (he determined t9 
fail in the next packet, fly to Rofma's retirement, 
and te»r her from the presence of ^ betrayer, who,. 
it was too evident, meditated a fedu£lioi| which ibf 
could not believe he had accomplifljed. . Whea 
Ibe communicated this defign to hpr fon, (he poH* 
tively T^i^&sd fai$ attendance on her jour neyy and 
with much difficulty convinced his reafon, that ki$ 
prefeace might prevent the fuc^efs pf txpr pfoje^. 
but <;ouId not poflibiy facilitate it. She repr&ie^^r 
ed the fatal confequences which might enfue koo^ 
E 4 ■ his 
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his encountering Lord Raymond, and his filial 
tendernels yielded to hei; fdicitude for his prefer- 
vation. 

1 ady Bell Beauchamp oflt^red to accompany Mrs^ 
Fitzofborne in this expedition. Few preparaticMis 
were neceflary for fuch a journey ; both ladies were 
ready in twenty-four hours : but it feemed that the 
winds had confpired with the machinations of the 
little Crookback, to effe€t the deHruaion of Ro« 
iina's peace. Mrs. Fitzofborne and Lady Bell, 
were obliged to wait four tedious days in Dublin, 
before the obftinate contrariety of the winds per- 
mitted a packet to leave the harbour ; and in that 
unfortunate interval, the plan of carrying off Ro- 
.fina had been executed* 

The ladies were twenty hours at (ea. On 
reaching Holyhead, they immediately went for- 
V wards without waiting to repofe themfelves ; the 
firft night they flept at Bangor-Ferry ; they arofe 
fearly in the morning to purfue their journey, and 
whilft they waited in a parlour until their carriage 
was ready, to Mrs. Fitzo(borne*s inexpreffible af- 
tonifliment, old Auftin rufhed into the room, and 
flung himfelf at her feet. 

This 
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This poor old inan> on the night Rpfina had been 
carried away* had inftantly alarmed the neighbour*^ 
hood, and detached parties in purfuit of her ; but 
finding all his exertions utterly fruitle&y and diat 
it was impoffible even to arrive at the knowledge 
of the road ihe had travelled i in the anguiOi of 
bis (bul he had formed the refolution of immedi- 
ately journeying to Ireland^ and difcloling to Mrt. 
Fitzolborne and her (on, all the circunftaaces of 
this myfterious affair with which he was acquaint* 
ed, not doubting that they would ufe ibme efieftual 
efforts forlhe recovery of Rofina* His faithful 
afs, Dicky, had been the companion of this pilgri'^ 
mage : he had reached die ferry early the precede 
ing evening ; and as he had been in bed before the 
arrival of Mrs. Fitzofl)orne, who came late to the 
inn, he had remained ignorant of thi^ fortunate 
circumftance until morning, yAitn going intp the 
ftable to feed his a&, the firft perfon he met, was 
his old fellow iervant Robert, who had attended 
Mrs* Fitzofborne from Ireland, aud who^ after the 
firft gratulations> occadoned by this unexpected 
interview were over, conducted him to the pre-^ 
fence of his lady. 

Mrs. Fitzofborne, though at firft tran(ported 

at the appearance of Auftin, whom (he vainly ima- 

£ 5 gined 
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igined to he the herald ^f Rofina'ii approach, Toon 
drew a 6til preK^ from the iobs and teak-s with 
which he paifionaqely^ettifarsiced her ki»es> aud de*- 
)^reca«ed her refehtmeiit. With difficultjr, aiid by 
^egreea^ ihe drew fireni iiim the tnrianchdy entelU*- 
igence became to difclofe : and it b mweceflary t^ 
tell) with wtet fenfiitioii (he ttftened to ict; bet 
Slopes ^11 'firuftratdd, her teademefe ^jdi&fipoityted^ 
faer &e£jia loft. Her fii(piciofis itiAantly Ciftened 
tfaeiRMiws on Lord Raymond, as ^e ^rpetratbr 
of this bafe and brutid a£Hom The oogniih and 
portufbatiok o£ her mind, far/from ddbiKtating her 
f efolutioh, iMlded .ftrength to her exertions i die 
determined to go ktm^ris^ without Ids of time^ 
and if)^o^iU€^,toaUe& ibme circimnftanQes which 
might ttvow a light on Rofina's deftiny. The 
fiecteffary dekys ^ftr^veUing weferetidepedJiikibine 
hy the impatienbe of her own ipUit ; each moment 
ihe called out to the poftiHions to drive £ai{l&r. As 
Dicky was by no means equal to the celerity with 
which tills journey was performed, he had been 
left at Bangor, and Airftin had followed Mrs, Fitz- 
ofborn« in another chaife, accompanied by her 
womaji, who had alfo been his old companion, and 
hdd waited on Rofma in her childhood. 

•*• .. Next 
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Kext day they anivjed at the oottsge, wUch 
Aufba had conuaitted to the care of BjAhbl^e 
WcUh fsrvant. As Mrs.. Fitzoibonie entered 
this deferted and melancholy habitation, which had 
been for near a year the afylym of 4)er Moved 
young <avorke, tie fad tranquillity whjch pervaded 
«very objetft, feemed to freeze her Wood with a 
death-like horror. Wherever (be turned her eyes, 
flie perceived affefting veftiges of Rofina^ her 
work, her books, her drawings and mufic, which 
l^y fcattered about the parlour ; her harp, which 
leaned againft a table ; once Lady Bell, who walk- 
ed mournfully about the room, approached it, and 
inadvertently touched the firings ; a paffing bell 
could not have ftruck (b forcibly on Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne's feelings. 
• 
.<« Had flae died, (cried flir^ fi^rting fuddenly 
from the ftupefaftion of melancholy, to all the 
poignancy of awakened fenfibiiity) I couy have 
followed her to the grave with triumph-r-I fbould 
have yielded to heaven the child it committed to my 
care, in all the dignity of unblemifhed bonou^ ! O 
Mortimer ! O Emcly ! friends ever dear and la- 
mented, how have I fulfilled your delegated truft ! 
your Rofina is innocent, and I only am to Blame ! 
1 who compelled her by my obftinacy to this rafc 
£ 6. ami 
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and httl elopemeBt. Oh, Lady Bdl,. had I con- 
fented Id her entreaties, and committed her to your 
care! here torroitaoftearft interrupted her accenti. 

Lady BeU, ^ough herfdf deeply aflided, ufed 
every argument to confde Mrs. Fitzofbome, that 
could be adopted in actuation fo barren of con- 
folatioa. 



CHAP. X. 

A JOU&HET TO lONDOBT* 

AMONGST other particulars relative te 
Rofina, Mrs. Fitzofborne had learned from 
Auftin, that fhe had been (bmetimes vifited by Mrs* 
Evelyn^ and had always exprefied great gratitude 
and efteem for that lady ; ihc was alfa informed 
that ihe was aunt to Lord Raymond ; and thefe 
eircumftances determined her to apply to her bene- 
volence 
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vdence for inforaiatioa and coimlel in her prefcnt 
diftreffing perplexity. She difpatcbed Auftin with 
a billet, entreattng permifion to wait on her; and 
Mrs. Evelyn, whom Rbfina's communications had 
rendered perfediy acquainted with Mrs. Fitz- 
. oiborne's charader, returned a polite anfwer, fig« 
mifying that ibe would have the pleasure of attend- 
ing her immediately. She arrived at the cottage 
an hour afterwards, already prepared by Roiina's 
confidence, to admire and efteem Mrs. Fitzofborne, 
and the clegaitce of her appearance, and the fweet- 
nefs of her manners, confiderably heightened the 
fiivourable impreffion. 

Mrs. Fitzofborne, whofe heart was too deeplj^ 
wounded to allow an attention to the etiquette 
which ciiflom has eflablifhed on fimilar occaiions> 
with a dignified ingenuoufnefs, unfolded the purpofe 
lor which (he had folicited this interview, appealed 
. with energy to Mrs. Evelyn's juflice and huma- 
nity, and befought her affiftance to recover Roiina 
from the hands of Lord Raymond. 

Mrs. Evelyn heard this addrefs with aftonifh- 
ment. She had at firft fuTpe6led Lord Raymond of 
having carried off Rofina, and in the warmth of 
indign^ition kindled by fuch a furmife, had bitterly 

reproached 
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sepnoached him with the iinagiiied crime; hat hh 
tfblenm aHevambiis of kis iniioceDCr> oo«<openiting 
"With the ciccouDfiances of Us fitmlka, tnhicfa reor- 
dered it highly imipFobdble diat be ooidd have ear* 
ded fo yioknc a mcafune intotexfxutiofi in ib ihpit 
a time, and with fo pnifoimid a ftcnsTgr, f«aiate aa 
he was item etfoy perfiia inoho oouU ha^re affifted- 
liioi im ibch an undertaking, had at kngth t.^on*- 
viaced her that Ae jsijuiied him by the fuppafiticm^ 
And indaced her to aoqiudce in the iirobaUe con>- 
jedvre, that Rofina had been carded off by the 
Fitaoibome'fi^ a pecfiiafioa vi^jfh kad iatisfied her 
doubts, and bani/hed her pnea&ncfi on hera£x:c»iat». 

I« tUs mfomnitiiindi, however^ which flie now re* 
cctred from Mns. JEvelyn, Mrs« Fi{z<^orQe per*- 
ceived oothing but the artifice o£ Lord Raymond^, 
whom fhe bnagincul had forborne to idee an active 
part in thib £ato:prtxe, the better to cofiiceal bi^ 
kifmnous machiQatbns,. and imfyofe lOia th^e credu- 
lity of his auirt : and his dq^arture from Wales the 
day but one aftex &oiina Jiad been earned ofi^ ^^ 
peared to her a ftrongly corroborating teftimony of 
Ids guik. Evenl^xsu Evelyn now beg^ to waver 
in her opimoo, fox ihe was confcious that the 
proteftations of a man of hprd Raymond's con- 
ijimiSQate duglicitj^,, merited lictk rdLUnce. 

-Mrs^ 
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Mrs. F4ted(bcriie,'ever proinpt inker rdblutlbm^ . 
Mid a<%i7e in her opcratk»)S, determiiied to ftt oS 
tncTdt day fer London, haipe an irMerf iew with Lord 
flaymond, tnd demand the reftoration of Roliiia* 
Mr$* Ereljfn, meantime, pcrfnaded Mw, Fitz* 
t)fl>orne and Lady BeB, to pafs die night «t her 
hdtrfe, tdierc,'as Sir Gregoiy «nd his female com* 
pantons faftdfemetime (ince taken (heir }eaif*e, there 
•was no orre to reftrain their oonveriation, >whkh 
turned entirely tm the diftpeffing fuhjeAthat occu* 
pied their thoughts. 

^urfuant to the deierixiituftion of the preoecEng 
evening, Mrs. Pitsofl^ome and Lady Bdl fdt out 
•next morning im London ; Mrs. Fitzolborne hav- 
jng previoufly given Auftin direftions to offer a 
targe Turn' of money to any perfon who flwuld di^ 
cover the place of Rofina's oonfinemem, and to re- 
main himfelf at the cottage ■until be 4hotild receive 
her further orders. 

They arrived in London without any accident, 
and after providing lodgings, Mrs. Fitzofbome's 
fir ft care was to inforfti herfclf fecretly w^iether 
Lord Raymond was in town. On receiving in- 
formation that he had heen near a week in Lon- 
don, her heart beat tumultuoufly, for ibe imagined 
^ that 
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diat he had conveyed Rofina to town with him i 
and die idea that (he might be detained a priibner 
even in the next ftreet to her, filled her widi an 
anxiety and impatience almoft intolerable. She 
was apprehenfive, that if ihe fent a meflag« to 
Lord Raymond in her own name, the con(cioufiie(a' 
of his guilt might induce him to avoid an inter* 
view, which muft cover him with confuGon ; it 
was therefore determined that Lady Bell fbould 
write her compliments to his Lordfbtp, requeftiog^ 
to fee him at their lodgings in Pall-MalL 

Lord Raymond^ though femewhat furprifed at 
diis fummons, flrom a lady with whom he was ut* 
terly unacquainted, had too much gallantry ta 
decline it ; he came at the appointed time.; .but it 
will be eafily believed he was not greatly delighted 
at finding his old acquaintance, Mrs. Fitzofborne, 
with Lady Bell. However, he acquitted himfelf 
in this difagreeable circumftance, with his ufual 
prefence of mind. 

Mrs. Fitzoftorne exerted her utmoft felf- com- 
mand, to reprefs the indignation which glowed in 
her bofom at the fight of Lord Raymond, whom 
ihe calmly and explicitly acquainted with the mo- 
tives which had induced her to require this inter- 

view* 
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▼ieW) and with great moderation entreated htm to 
reftore Roiina. Lord Raymond had no need to 
counterfeit aftoniihment at this unexpected requi« 
fition ; k was, however, in vain that he protefted 
his innocence ; Mrs. Fitzoiborne came pre-poflefl^ 
^d with a convifiion of his hypocrify, and a pre« 
determination to difbelieve his difavowal of the 
imputed guilt. He had never before felt himfelf in 
a fituation fo truly difagreeable and embarraffing ; 
for notwithftanding his innocence of the alledged 
crime, he was confcious that the criminality of his 
views, and the bafe duplicity of his condu^ in re- 
fpe£t to Roiina, had fiirnifbed Mrs. Fitzdborne 
with grounds of fufpicion, apparently the moft con- 
vincing. 

The converTation was long, and on all fides moft 
highly diftreffing. Mrs» Fitzofborne fometimes 
expoftulated with his reafon; fometimes endea- 
voured to avraken bis confcxence, by reprelenting 
the turpitude of the crime of which ihe fuppofed 
him to be guilty, and fometimes appealing to his 
humanity, befought him with tears to reftore her, 
her dear RoIina. 

Lord Raymond, who was really (hocked and 
aftoniflied to find diat Rofina had not been car- 
ried 
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rted away by the Fkso(bornes, as he fuppofed (he 
had, iaid every thing his imagioation couid fuggefl' 
in Yindtcation of his innocence ; and Mrs. Fitz- 
olborae's belief began at length to yield to the fo« 
lemnity of his aileverations, and the awful impre- 
cations with which he invoked the Almighty to 
pour curfes on his head if he. deceived her. She 
could no longer fuppofe him guilty of a diifimula* 
tion to atrocious, an impiety £o hardened, as thus 
voluntarily to brave the vengeance of an offended 
divinity ; and Lord Raymond extorted from her, 
before they (Separated) a oon&ffion of her belief, 
ttait (be had ixguvcd bim by her iiifpicions. 

But on whom could fhe now turn thofefufptci^ 
ens which Lord Raymond's proteftations had 
averted from himfelf ! his Lordfhip, tfldeed, had 
obliquely infinuated a fuppofidon, A2t young Fits* 
ofboroe, whom he believed to be paffionately in love 
with Rofina, might himfelf have carried her off 
tvitfaout his mother's know^ledge i but the idea had 
been tr^Kted by Mrs* Fitsofborne and Lady Bell 
ivsth ib much contempt and indignation, that 
though Lord Raymond ftill foftered it in his own 
depraved imagination^ his politenefs prevented him 
from infifting on it farther. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. Xt. 
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rip* H U S fluftuating in the moft wretched un- 
. X cerlaintyi aad ao longer knowing where to 
. dired her fufpiciqas^ Mrs* Fitzolbonie continued 
foave days in {x>ndon, 'till convinced, at laft, that 
her rei^intng there was ufelefs, and apprehenfive 
left iier ion ihovild facrifice the proaiife &e had 
extorted from him to his impatience at her long 
protracted abfence, fhe yielded to Lady Bell's en« 
treaties, who was juftly apprehenfive of the effeCis 
which fuch great fatigue, and fuch continual agi« 
tfttion might prodace on her conflitudon, already 
impaired and delicate, and with a melancholy aa^ 
defponding fpirit, fet out on her return to Ireland. 

Hedor 
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He£lor Fitzoflxirne, meantime, had expeded her 
with an impatience, which no motive but bis re- 
gard for the facred promife fhe had exaded from 
him, could control. She arrived at length, but 
Rofina was not her companion ; and this circum* 
fiance was fufficiently expreifive of the ill fuccefs 
of her enterprife, 

<* You have fucceeded no better than myfelf, 
(faid he, when he faw ihe had returned without 
Rofina) you are now convinced I did not deceive 
you ; Rofina refufed to accompany you —(he has 
formed other ties I tics dearer than thofe of honour^ 
gratitude or friendftip V* 

He looked earneftly at bit mother, expeOing her 
anfwer, but (he replied not. fearful of exafperat** 
ing and driving him to fome defperate determina- 
tion, fhe had refolved, with Lady BeU's advice, to 
fupprefs the circunfiftances of Rofina's melancholy 
adventure, to fuiFer him to remain in his error, and 
ftill believe that her abfence was prompted by in-» 
clination, rather than by an eclairciflTement, which 
would have vindicated her innocence, expofe him 
to tht danger of a rencounter with Lord Raymond, 
which fhe was well afliired would be the inevitable 
^onfequence of fuch vindication. 

« Rofina, 
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<« Rafina, (faid Lady Bell) had Icfc the cottage 
before wc arrived at it, and no one could inform 
lis wbidier ihe was gone. We waited fome time 
in hopes of difcovering the place of her conceal* 
ment, but '* 

^^ And to what purpofe, madam, (interrupted 
Fitzofborne, haughtily) would have been the dif- 
covery ? we have no authority to force Mifs Mor* 
timer from the perfon whom fhe has chofen for 
her protestor. Since fhe prefers his guardian(hi(| 
to our*s, let her enjoy it henceforward, without 
moleftation or interruptio'n. . The duties of friend- 
ihip have been amply fulfilled ; we have now only 
to forget a perfon who has rendered herfelf un- 
worthy our remembrance.'* 

Diflembling the pang that rankled in his bofom» 
he fmiled difdainfully as he ipoke, and with a noble 
refolution, determined from that moment to banifli 
from his breaft the idea, and from his lips the name 
of Roiina« 

His mother, though deeply hurt at the neceffity 
which obliged her to fuffer him to remain in an 
error fo injurious to Rofina,' was yet rejoiced at a 
filence which fpared her the trouble of endeavour* 

ing 
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ing to evade the enquiries which flVe (Ireaded he 
would have made ; and had they been judged by 
their conveflation, it would have been knagined, 
that the idea of Rofina had been fuddenly expun- 
ged by fome flrange oblivion, from the remem- 
brance of both. 

But it is eafier to ftifle the emotions of inquie- 
tude, than to obliterate the fenfe of misfortune ; 
young Fitzofborne found it eafier to fling from his 
breaft the little portrait of Roiina, which had been 
fo many years the favourite of his bofom, the com- 
panion of his travels, the flatterer of his hopes, and 
the foother of his anxieties, than to erafe from his 
heart that flronger and more lovely impreffion, 
which had been engraven by time, and foftered by 
fond remembrance. In a laudable fpirit of manly 
refolution, he determined to conquer a weaknefs he 
drfpifed ; but in the diflblution of the feiry dreams, 
tvhich.fo long had Captivated his imagination, his 
heart experienced a cruel void ; ftill, however, re- 
folved to acquire a viftory over his rebelHous feel- 
ings, he hoped to fill this dreary vacuity with 
amufement, and fteep in the intoxication of plea- 
fure, the corroding repinings of concealed diftrefs. 



His 
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His mother was iurprifed at this fiidden revolii- 
ticxn; he who before had feduloufly declined all 
parties of pfeafure, was now moft eager to promots 
theni. His days, and often his ni§hts, were devot* 
ed to thefe new parfuits ; and the perpetual hurry 
in which he lived, might pofibSy have accomplifli* 
ed it's defined purpofe^ had not the interference of 
fubfequent events, recalled with new force to his 
bolbm^ the ideas and impreffions it was fo ftrongly 
his wiA to obliterate. 



C H A P. XIL 

AN OLD KNAVE MAKES A VIRTUE OF 
NECESSITY, 

MELANCHOLY and afFefting remem- 
brances had rendered her once favourite 
refidence at Belle-vue, hateful to Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne. Her phyficians h>id prefcribed fea bath- 
ing, and fhe had taken a lodge near Bray, where (he 
ufually paffed her time, whilft Mr. Fitzo(borne the 
elder, fpent his in entertaining his favourite com« 

panions 
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pantons at Belle-vue, and He£lor was wholly occu« 
pied with thofe new amufements which he feemed 
to purfue with increafing avidttyy and to which he 
allotted every portion of his time which was not 
devoted to his mother. And as thefe amuiements 
were neither vicious nor vulgari Mrs. FitzofbomCf 
whofe fienfibility pointed out to her the fecret mo- 
tive which led him to embrace a courfe of diffipa« 
tion, fo foreign to his natural inclination, rejoiced 
in his exertions, and fecretly applauded the eleva- 
tion of mind which prompted him to contend with, 
and to conquer an ill-placed attachment, as he con- 
ceived his to be. 

Whilft (he thus pafled her Tolitary hours, preyed 
on by latent unhappinefs and anxious folicitude, in 
refped to the fate of Rofina, an incident occurred, 
which though it would have formerly been the moft 
flattering to her wishes, now contributed to revive 
her regrets, and render them irreiiftibly painful. 

Faithful to the promife fhe bad made Rbfina, 
previous to her elopement, that event had not pre- 
vented her from carrying on the proceedings necef- 
fary for the recovery of the long disputed fortune 
of the Mortimer's, with all the vigour the circum- 
ftances of the fuit demanded. But when her exer- 
tions 
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cions feemed moft likely to be crowned with fuc- 
€e(s, they were rendered unnecefTary by an event 
of which flie had never formed the fltghteft ex- 
pe^tion. 

The defendant, who was brother to Rofina's 
grandfather, and who for near fixty years had held 
pbflTeffion of her fortune, and fupported his fraudu* 
lent claims by a courfe of the moft. iniquitous liti- 
gation, now, in his extreme old age, either fore* 
feeing that the prey he had fo long contrived to 
detain in his pofTeiGion, would be wrefted from his 
heirs by the laiys which he could no longer baffle j 
or terrified at the idea of plunging into an awful 
eternity, with all the guilt of his unnatural ufurpa- 
tion on his head ; and fancying, perhaps, like Mr. 
Nettleby, that he could bribe the divine juftice, 
and avert its vengeance, by a reftitution of the 
fpoils of his rapacity, when he was no longer in a 
capacity to withhold them } which ever of thefe mo- 
tives operated on his condud, he made a will, and 
bequeathed to Rofina the eftate which had been fo 
long the fubjeA of contention, befides other pro* 
perty, to the amount of ten thou&nd pounds. He 
furvived this zA of long deferred juftice^ but a few 
weeks} and this intelligence, which Mrs. Fitz- 
oiborne learned in her retreat, ferved only to re- 
vive her forrow for Rofina's abfence. 

Vol. V. F CHAP. 
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; Sweet' tlie deligiit when the gallM heart 

.Feels confoiation> lemeut hand 
•^ Bind up the wound fixim fortune's dart 

With fiiend(hip's life-fupporting band ! 

HAYL&Y. 

IT is now time to return to Rofina, and conduft 
her faife to Ireland. — Overcome with fatigue, 
«xhaufted with drfquietude, and afFecSed with vio- 
lent, fickncfe, (he felt the powers of life fo languid 
•and debilitated, that (he doubted whether her re- 
if)3ri'ning ftiength would enable her to conclude her 
Journey, and allow the fad fatisfa6^ion of expiring 
In the arm-s of her friend. The evening after fbe 
4feft Holyhead fhe arrived in Dublin. She was put 
msiOT^ than half dead into a carriage that" was pre- 
pared 
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pared for her, and gave the driver direcElions to 
take her to Mr. Fitzoflxa'ne's town-rcfidence in 
Rutland -Square; for, though (he thought it pro* 
bable that Mrs. Fit^iofborne might at that feafon 
be at Belle -vue, {he knew the fervants would joy- 
fully receive her, and acquaint their lady with her 
arrival. Her bodily fufferings had abated the 
keennefs of her mental fenfations; and the ftrongeft 
feeling flie now experienced, was wonder at her 
own infenfibility. Suth was her frame of mind 
when the carriage flopped. A fervant Came t6 
enquire her commands. " Robert !" faid Rofinaj 
fuddenly recollecting him% The man, aftoniihed 
and overjoyed at her appearance, flew into the 
houfe> to proclaim her arrival to Mrs. Fitsoftorne 
and'iier fon, who had been detained fome days' -in 
town on accidental bufmefs, . All the family were 
inftantly collected in the hall. He6tor Fitzofborne 
carried Rofma into the? houfe in his arms, and con- 
veyed her to thofe of his mother, who -received her 
with paffionate and half-frantic tianfports of joy. 

«' My prayers are heard ! (cried (he. ) My 
Rofma, the child of my love, is rcftored to me ! 
Merciful Heaven ! I thank thee. What unex- 
peS<^d felicity ! O, fpeak, my beloved ; let me 
once more hear your voice 1 • Where have you 
F 2 been? 



I046fl 
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been ? Who has detained jrou ? Why, O, why 
have you been thus long abfented from us V* 

Roftna, who felt as if the fcene around her was 
fome vifionary rtprefentation of a difturbed ima- 
gination, tenderly returned the embraces of her 
benefadrefs, but could only anfwer h^ by her 
fighs. 

The lights which the fervants now brought dif- 
covered to Fitzoiborne, who continued to affift 
his mother in fupporting Rofina, the change which 
had talcen place in her appearance. 

^' Gracious God ! (he exclaimed,) is this pale^ 
emaciated fpedre the Rofina I fo lately faw, florid 
with health, and animate with vivacity ! O, vil- 
lain! villain! why was I weakly pcrfuaded to 
reftrain the vengeance which might have averted 
the evil that can now only be revenged !" 

Rofina, terrified at his violence, raifed her lan- 
guid eyes to him. She would have fpoken, but 
the words died on her trembling lips. She funk 
into thofe repeated fwoonings, to which the en- 
creating weaknefs of her conftitution rendered her 
every day more ftibjeft. A phyfician was fent 

for ; 
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lor : he prefcribed (ome cordtal8> but infifted chiefly 
on her being kept quiet* 

Her fits continued feveral hours with Uttle in- 
termi/Son. She once opened her eyes; and raifing 
thenl to Mrs. Fitxofborne with more fpirit than ' 
(he had liitherto (hewn, <^ The misjudging world 
may condemn me, (faid (he,) but the faith of 
friendship is implicit. I am innocent," 

^^ It is enough, Rofina, (faid Mrs. Fitzolbome^ 
embracing her with fervor;) that fingle afTurance 
fuffices as amply for your juftification a& ten thou« 
fiuid proteftations. O, Hedor, why this cold fe* 
verity of afpedl i Why do you not fympathize 
in my joy, and congratulate me on this UeflTed 
reftoration !" 

Fitzofborne turned from his mother without re-» 
plying. He had viewed Rofina with mixed fen- 
fttions of pity, horror, regret, and indignation; 
and the gloomy paffions which aSuated his bofom 
were painted by turns on his countenance. 

In confequence of an anodyne draught, Rofina 

funk into a flumber. The next day Ihe was in a 

F 3 high 



ao* R O' S I N Ai. 

high fever, and the phyfician defircd (he might' o» 
no account be difturbed, or fufterec! to fpeak. 

This prefcription, however painful to Mrs. 
Fitzofbornc's curioftty, was ftri^ly compHed with.^ 
The motives which had hitherto induced h^ to 
deceive her fon, now ceafed to operate. Eager to 
vindicate Rofina from the injurious impreffions 
which her refufal to accompany him to Irdand, 
and his belief of her fubfequent voluntary flight 
from the cottage, had copfpired to fix upon his 
mind, fhe revealed to his knowledge aU the cir^* 
cumftances which her dread of his feeking an ex- 
planation fropi Lord Raymond, had hitherto in* 
duced her to conceal. , She informed him of tho 
meflage Rofiiu had fent him by Auftin, and her 
pofitive determination to accompany him to Ire«« 
land, on that unlucky morning when he had been 
hurried away by Nettleby's ridiculous apprehen- 
fions. She enlarged on the confidence fbe had 
placed in Mrs. Evelyn, and that lady's tender 
ofteem for her, and the ftrong teftimony fbe bore 
to the reditude of her condud; and flie expatiated 
on the contempt and indignation with which fhe 
bad driven Lord Raymond from her prefence, when 
die bafenefs of his views became known to her; 
1 and 
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and the firmnefe with which Ihe had rejeflled his 
advances towards a reconciliation. 



Fitzoflborne liftened to the relation of this detail 
with various emotions. Hfc felt that he had in- 
jured Roflna by the fufpicions which fo many con- 
curring circumftances had impreffed upon his 
mind. He blamed ^nd lamented the warmth of 
bis own feelings and temper, which had hurried 
hhn away with unneceflary precipitation, when a 
more cool and difpaffionate condudt, a more calm 
and deliberate explanation with Rofina, might have' 
afibrded him the conviAion of her errors, ancf 
fpared to her thofe fcenes of danger and diftrefs flie 
muft have encountered in her unhappy adventurcf, 
to his mother the afHidling hours fhe had pafled 
fince that unfortunate period, and to himfelf the 
drfappointment of his deareft hopes. 

But Rofina was again at liberty, and apparently 
rcleafed from any engagement with Lord Ray- 
mond, railed by a fudden revolution of fortune to' 
an equality with himfelf, he no longer apprehended 
from his father any oppofition to his wiihes, (hould 
they now lead to an union, which in other cic- 
cumftances he would have fo violently protefted 
again!):. Rofina, it is true, had not efcaped the 
F 4 envenomed 
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envenomed tongue of flanderi but the afperlioii 
had been partial. The reports raifed to her dis- 
advantage had not circulated beyond the fphere of 
the obfcure and diftant region where they had firjlr^ 
been propagated. Mr. Hume was the only perC^ 
who was likely to give them any currency> and he 
had bound himfeif by a Iblemn promife to Mrs. 
Fitzofborne and her fon, not to reveal any cir*^ 
cumftance of that journey, as it was their defire. 
that Mr. Fitzofborne the elder ihould be keptiiie< 
ignorance refpediing the motives of it. But ftill 
the confcioufnefs that Lord Raymond had been 
beloved by Roiina, the belief that ibe had been 
carried ofF by him only, and detained for upwards 
of two months abfolutely in his power; for he 
treated as weak and chimerical his mother's coxl^ 
fidence in the vows and proteftations of fuch a 
villain as he conceived Lord Raymond to be,— 
the events which might have occurred in that 
fatal interval haunted his imagination, embittered 
his reflections, and crufbed thofe hopes of felicity 
which other circumftances feemed calculated to 
infpire. The calm he had been beginning to enjoy 
was exchanged for tumult and confufion ; refent* 
'ment pointed out Lord Raymond as the author of 
his fufferings, and revenge feemed to promife an 
alleviation of the misfortunes which had originated 

in 
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in bis bafenefs. But thefe gloomy and fanguinary 
fcbemes of vengeance pafled like tranfitory (ha^ 
dows over the mind of Fitzofburne, which was no 
lefs acceiSble to coftvi£bIon than alive to humanity. 
The idea of his mother's tears was fufficient to 
extinguifli his refentment, when it burned the 
fierceft. He however formed one refolution, and 
promifed himfelf to adhere to it with determined 
inflexibility. If the myftery which at prefent in- 
volved the fate and a£lions of Rofina fbould not 
be cleared in a manner the moft fatisfa£tory ; if^ 
on the ftrideft ^yeftigation, her honour appeared 
not clear and unblemiflied, he refolved to vanquifli 
each .fofter impulfe of his heart, inflid: on himfelf 
a^ voluntary exile, and feek in other climates that 
felicity which had eluded iiis purfuit in his own. 

Rofina, meantime, gladly acquiefced in a filence . 
whid^when fhe reflected on her facred promifes 
to 'vudoTj fhe could have wiihed to have been al- 
lowed to preferve for ever* 
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CHAP, XIV. 

DISTRUST AHD JEALOUSY. 
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—»— n Now jealous dbubts controul 
The gentler fedirfga of his itwtured (bul. 

FOR two days Mrs- Fitzofborne watched her 
patient in filent foJicitude, and repreffed the 
enquiries which the reftlefenefs of her anxiety 
would have perpetually dictated. She often ex^ 
preffed her difquietude to her fon ; but he rather 
avoided fpeaking of Rofina l and though his emo- 
tions betrayed his fecret uneafinefs,. he feerned to* 
firuggle with his fenfations, as if confcious they, 
originated in a weaknefs unworthy of him.. 

iady 



y 
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Lady Bell Beauchamp, as foon as informed of 
Rofina's return, flew to congratulate her friends 
on this happy event-, and confcnted to remain fome 
time with Mrs. Fitzofborne. 

On the third day Rofina's fever, which had 
chiefly originated in fatigue and vexation, had al- 
mofl: entirely left her. She was confcioiis that the' 
curiofity of her friends muft be ftrongly excited; 
arni her inability to give them the neceflary fatif- 
faAion dcpreft her fpirits with continual difquie- 
tade. She knew that fhe muft come to fome kind 
6t an explanation ; and (he felt that the longer it 
was deferred, the more painful and arduous it ap* 
peared. It hung like a weight upon her heart; 
and, determined to throw it ofF by ofie efl^ort of 
refolution, fhe arofe, dreft herfelf, and went into 
Mrs. Fitzofliorne's drefling-room,.vv»hich was ad- 
jt>iriing to her own apartment. She found Lady Rell 
and young Fitzo(borne w'lih her friend. 1 hey 
were furprifed at her appearance, and reproved her 
imprudence in quitting her chamber*- . 

<* The anxiety of my mind (ifaid (he, as <hey 

feated her on a fofo} permitted me oot to reftJthei'e; 

I hope I fliall be betzer here. I have wiihed ta 

fpeak to you. My iilence muft have furprifed 

F 6 youi 
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you : but what I am going to lay will not \d&n 
your aftonifliment. I know not where to begin.- 
I find myfelf reduced to an alternative the mod 
diftreffing. 

They all fat with their eyes fixed on hen Fitz* 
ofborne's bofom heaved with the anxiety of his 
cxpedation. 

<* I am come (continued Rofina, when the could 
recover her voice) not to gratify your curiofity» 
but to entreat your indulgence. I acknowledge 
your rights to my confidence, your claims on my 
gratitude; thofe rights and thofe claims have never 
been abfent from my heart. Yet now I find myfelf 
compelled by a cruel necei&ty to be unjuft to the 
demands of your friendlhip, and condemned ta 
preferve a fecrecy which may ful:j*ed me to a for* 
feiture of the deareft bleflings this world can offer 
me. You know I was forcibly carried away from 
the cottage, and detained in confinement more than 
two months; and you will naturally expcd me 
to clear that dark tranfa^Hon to your fatisfa&ion: 
but I cannot, I dare not; my Ups are fealed; mo- 
tives the moft powerful oblige me to draw a veil 
over the occurxeaces ot that unhappy interva!," 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Fitzofborne and Lady Bell regarded each 
other in aftonifhment. Hc£^or Fitzofborne ftart- 
ed; his £ice grew p^ with horror,, and agaia 
flulhed with indignation* 

«< Perhaps I am wrongs (laid Rofina, reading 
their various emotions in their countenances,) 
perhaps the obligations I owe your friendfhip ought 
to abiblve me from all other ties* Yet, (hoiild it 
ever be in my power t» develop the myftery which 
now hovers around me, I am perfuaded you will 
retra£t your opinion^ and applaud the filence yoi^ 
are now inclined to cenfure. Friendihip, exalted 
as yours, demands the pureft facrifices, not the 
guilty offerings of ingratitude and perjury*'' 

«* Perjury ((aid Fitzofborne) is the crime of the 
guilty wretch, who, for iniquitous purpofes^ pro- 
fanes a folemn ceremony, and is pre -determined 
to violate the oath he taices : but extorted promifes 
are no leb invalidated by reafon than by law ; and 
a weak fcrupulofityi^done can believe them to be 
binding.'' 

<« No extorted promlfe pafljbd my lips, (faid 
Rofina.) To fuch obligattons my reaion, as wel) 
as your^S) would renounce an adherence. The 

promiie 
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promiie hj which I feel myMf bound was (acred 
and voluntary. The vows, which not the hopes 
of returning to life and liberty could force from 
my lips whilft in a hated confinement, were freely 
and willingly offered as a tribute to that worth and 
generofity which I had no other means of re* 
warding." 

« Worth and generofity ! (repeated Fitzofbome> 
whofe fancy was ftill pofiefled with the idea that 
Lord Raymond only could have carried away Ro- 
fina.) Heaven, what a profanation of terms! Yet, 
furcly it requires no great penetration to develop 
your myftery. Your worthy and generous libe- 
rator bound you by folemn promifes to a conceal-^ 
ment of his crimes, left they (hould be overtaken 
by their merited vengeance ; for cowardice is ever 
the concomitant of treachery." ' 

«* My worthy and generous liberator (returned 
Rofina) had no crimes to conceal :' his clear and 
honourable bofom might bid defiance to the kcen- 
cft infpe^lion. But that liberator was not Lord 
Raymond." 

«* How! (cried Fitzofborne,) were yoa Aea 
iHkaed from him bj another V[ 

" No, 
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<« No, (faid Rofina,) for, flrange as you may 
think it, fince I was forced from the cottage I 
have never feen him ; nor had he the flighted fliare 
in that wicked tranfadtion." 

" Then he did not deceive us," faid Mrs* 
Fit2^fborne. 

** This is aftonifliing, (faid young Fitzofoorne j) 
but who elfe — — /' 

« To that enquiry (interrupted Rofina) I muft 
not reply. In fcenes of the moft imminent danger, 
commi (Honed angels feemed to watch around me : 
where I had room to expeft contempt and cruelty, 
I found refpeft and tendernefs ; and the humanity 
of one noble and honourable bofom converted a 
dreary dungeon into a fafe and hofpitable afylum* 
This is all I can at prefent difclofe ; future events 
may leave me more at liberty* Dare I, meantime^ 
entreat your friendfliip not to mifconftrue my 
filence j dare I conjure it to believe that it pro- 
ceeds from a motive which I may hereafter avow 
without blufhing." 

^ Rofina, (faid Mrs. Fitzofljorne,) you know 

too well my fond reliance to doubt your fupreme 

5 afcendant 
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alcendant over my heart; you know you can make 
me believe as you wifli. I will hope diac future 
events may juftify this myfterlous iecrecy; yet, 
methinks it is hard to conceive any adequate mo- 
tives to aiSgn it to.'* 

^ It is hard, indeed/' fiiid Fit^fbome* 

^ I allow it, (faid Rofina.) I am confcious 
diat what I require of you puts your friendfliip to 
the fevereft teft." 

^ To a teft too fevere, I doubt, (faid young 
Fitzofborne.) Friendfliip, ingenuous and candid> 
delights not in myftery ; neither does it require of 
its votaries a blind and bigotted credulity*" 

M Oh, how fevere is this language, (faid Roiina> 
diflblving in tears.) I fee I am no longer regarded 
as a friend or a lifter ; my fincerity is fufpe&edy 
my' veracity is doubted : but it is not wonderful 
that the lofs of your friendship ihould follow that 
of your efteem." 

Fit£o(borne turned from her. 

« Will 
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** Will you at Icaft, my ever gentle and in- 
dulgent friend, (continued Rofina, tenderly preffing 
Mrs. Fitzofborne's hands,) will you at leaft, fpite 
of ambiguous appearances, credit your Rofma's 
aflertions of her innocence, and believe that ihe 
draws no guilty veil of diffimulation over adions 
unfit Co be difclofed ?" 

^^ Good Heaven ! (cried Mrs. Fitzofbomey) 
could I yield my belief to the aileverations of Lord 
Raymond, the man I defpifed and hated, and (hall 
I deny it to my Rofina's I Yes, though the pride 
of fupercilious reafon may deride my too-eafy cre- 
dulity, my heart is your's i imprefs on it what cha- 
hifters you pleafe. I feel that you can never abufe 
this unlimited confidence; for if one virtue towers 
eminently above the reft in your bofom, it is your 
ingenuoufiie(s.*^ 

«^ I, too, my fweet Rofina, ((aid Lady Bell,) 
will embrace whatever creed you wi(h me to adopt. 
Come, come, (continued (he, taking Fitzolborne's 
hand, and drawing him gently towards Rofina,) 
are you to be the only infidel 7 Come, and recant 
your errors at the (hrine of this dear injured faint, 
whom Heaven has at length granted to our pray- 

«« Once, 
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** Once, (faid FitzoAorne, haftrfy difengagfn^ 
his hand from Lady BeH,) I could have worfliipped 
there, and with a devotion how fervent Heaven 
only knows ! But now — — .'* 

'•< Well, well, (fatd Mrs. Frtzoftorne, who beft 
knew the charader of her fon,) though Heftor 
may now appear obftinate in his herefy, we (hall 
foon fee him as true a believer as the beft of us ; 
but he will not yield to compulfion ; fo for the 
prefent let us leave him to hrs errors. Befides, I 
want to fpeak of other matters : 1 have joyful news 
for you, my Rofina." 

She judged this to be a proper feafon to impart to 
her the particulars of her grand-uncle's will. Rofina 
Uftened with aftoniihment, gratitude, and joy. 

** Thank Heaven ! (cried flie,J let fate now do 
its war ft, it will be in my power to recompenfe 
my noble benefador.** 

This inadvertent effufion vibrated to the heart 
of Fitzoft)orne: her hand and fortune, he imagined, 
were the recompence deftined for this unknown 
favourite. He quitted the room abruptly. 

' Ilofipa's 
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Rofioa's &tisfaction was confKSefraUy allayed by 
the cold forbidding manners of- Fitzofborne. She V' 

complained of them to his mother and Lady BeII>. 
and entreated them to endeavour to obviate the. 
difadvantageous impjpeiltons which her refufal to 
accompany him to Irelaiad bad tirft created, and. 
which the obftinacy of her filence, in refpefl to her 
fubiequcnt adventures, feemed to fix upon hit 
nUnd. 



CHAP. XV. 

TH£ IMaUFFICIBNCY OF FOR.TUMS TO BROCVltS 
FELICITY. 



But fecrct forrow and corroding fears 

DimmM the bright ray> and quenchM her joy in tears. ^ 

ROSINA, on finding herfelf thus unexpeftedly 
miftrefs of a large and independent fortune, 
began to think of repaying to Tudor the debt of 
gratitude (he owed him, and fancied that fhe (hould 
tn time be able to vanquiih- the repugnance fhe 

ftiU 
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fttU felt to the idea of an union with him. But 
ihe wtfs not fufficiently certain of her own refo-' 
lution to rifk an explanation of her intentions : and 
in the prefent precarious fituation of her healthy 
(he thought it would be inhuman to give birth to 
a hope which her death might ere long fo cruelly 
and fatally difappoint. She however wrote to 
Tudor, acquainting him with her fafe arrival and 
change of fortune y and received a concife anfwer^ 
in which he congratulated her on the happy ter- 
mination of her difficulties, and informed her that . 
the Earl ftill continued in utter ignorance of her 
enlargement. 

Rofina wrote alfo to Mrs. Evelyn^ acquainting 
her with her return to her friends ; but at the fame 
time ftridlly enjoining her to keep this event a fe- 
cret, even from her own family : an injundion 
which Mrs. Evelyn, though ignorant of the mo- 
tive that produced it, moft faithfully complied 
with. 

Auftin was immediately recalled to Ireland, 
without being made acquainted with the reafon of 
fuch a fummons; and his flrft interview with 
Rofina was to the laft degree affeding and af* 
fedtionate. 

' That 
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That which took place between her and Mr. 
Fitzoiborne the elder was of a nature very dif- 
ferent. Every report to her difadvantage had been 
fo carefully concealed from him during her abfence» 
that he imagined ihe was now come from the re- 
treat to which he was fully confcious fhe had been 
driven by his own ill treatment, to take pofTei&on 
of the fortune that had been lately bequeathed her. 
Though he would ftill have greatly preferred for 
his fon, a connedlion with any other woman of 
equal fortune, yet, as he now fuppofed his union 
with Rofina to be inevitable, he determined to 
confent to it with the beft grace he could afliime, 
and treated her with over-adied politenefs, which 
ihe returned with a cold and conftrained civility. 

Mrs. Fitzofborne took Rofina to her lodge near 
Bray; and, as this retirement was little fuited to 
Mr. Fitzoiborne's tafte, diey had few interruptions 
from his fociety. 

Since Rofina's return to Ireland, her firft wifli 
had been to regain the efteem and conciliate the 
friendfhip of young Fitzofi)orne ; and, fpite of the 
refolutions he had formed, and the myftery ihe flill 
refufed to develop, he felt tl^t fhe gained more 
ground in his affedions than (be had ever loft in 

them. 
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them. He rometimes quitted her with a deter* 
tnination to try the efFed of abfence ; bitt an im- 
pulfe which he found it impoffiUe to contend with> 
recalled him to her preiencef and the unafFe<5led 
pleafure with which (he received him pofleiTed a 
charm too flattering to be withftood. The im- 
paired and feeble ftate of her conftitution was calcu^ 
lated to call forth the tcndemefe he wiihed to coni 
ceal and ftifle. Whenever fhc was particularly 
ill, he treated her with a fond affiduity, which 
often, on her becoming better, gave place to cold- 
nefs and referve. Rofina felt her happinefs inte- 
refted in thefc alterations. Notwithflanding this 
feeming caprice, (he every moment experienced 
new admiration of a charaSer, which united all 
the feducive foftnefs of Lord Raymond, with 
Tudor 's manly noblenefs of fpirit. She looked 
back with regret to the happinefs of which her 
unadvifed and precipitate flight from Ireland had 
probably deprived her. The remembrance of Lord 
Raymond's bafenefs became more hateful than 
everj and every interview with Fitzofcorne in- 
creafed her repugnance to an tfnion with Tudor. 
She faw that fhe was paffionately beloved by the 
man v^ho was, in her eftimation, fuperior to every 
human being, except his mother 5 but (he alfo faw 
that bis tendernefe was reftrained and combatted 

by 
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by a fufpicion which her pride refented as injurious, 
and to which Ihe was, on her part, no lefs obfti- 
nately determined never to facrifice the vow of 
fecrecy fhe had made,.tq,Tudor ; ^and ftie fame- 
times flattered herfelf, that her increafing influence 
over the mind of Fitzofborne would render fuch a 
facrifice unncceflary j and hoped that ere long his 
confidence in her recftitude would have become as 
implicit as that of his mother. But, though not 
doubtful of a return of the tendernefs iht felt rifing 
in her boFom, {he (aw the event of it was extremely 
dubious 'y and in her gloomier hours (he dreaded 
that a fudden retreat from Ireland would be the 
final refult of the tumult fhe obferved in Fitz- 
frfborne's thoughts; and (he alfo perceived, that, 
though Mrs. Fitzofborne forbore, through deli-» 
cacy, to exprefs her anxieties on this fubjedl, they 
were perfe6tly finiilar to her own. Thus, though 
reftonsd to friend fhip and to liberty; though high 
in fortune and in favour, Rofina found herfelf at 
intervals but little lefs wretched than when a fo- 
litary captive in a dreary confinement, flie had 
eagerly anticipated that final releafe which is the 
laft refource of the miferablet 
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CHAP. XVI. 



THE OLD LAWYER HARANGUES IN HIS USUAL 

style! 

AFTER remaining three mondis in their re- 
tirement, they removed to town the latter 
end of November. Rofina's change of fortune 
produced its ufual effc&: thofe amongft her ac- 
quaintances who had been moft ready to attribute 
her flight to improper motives^ were now the firft 
to felicitate her on her return to Ireland, and her 
accefgon to the inheritance of her anceftors. There 
were, however, fome whofe congratulations flowed 
from the pure fource of genuine aiFe(^ion : of this 
number was her young friend, Mifs Marfdon^ who, 
though hurt at Roflna's. want of confidence, had 
never ceafed to lament her abfcnce, and cherifh her 

remem- 
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remembrance with tender regret She and Lady* 
fiell were the only viiitors to whom Roflna in ge- 
neral appeared. 

One day, whilft fhe enjoyed the fociety of thofe 
beloved friends, with that of Mrs. Fitzofborne and 
Ut&oTy the door burft open, and Mr. Nettleby 
entered the room* 

This abruptnefs had not allowed Rofina time to 
make her efcape from an interview which ihe was 
confcious Mr. Nettleby's ufual mode of referring 
to paft events might render extremely difagreeable 
to her* 

** Your porter denied me admittance, Mrs, 
Fit£ofborne, ((aid he;} but I knew you were at 
home, and came in, in fpite of his teeth. It*s a 
terrible thing that people are obliged to have re* 
courfe to falihood, to prevent their being eternally 
infefted by a fet of worthlefs wretches, who pafs 
their ufelefs exiftence in everlafting gadding and 
goffipping ; and who, finding their time hang hea- 
vily on their own hands, contrive, as much as ia 
them lies, to diftribute the ufelefs and difagreeable 
burthen amongft their acquaintances. I want to 
tell you how I have been tormented by that little 

Vox,. V. G perverfe 



122 R S I N A. 

perverfc vixeti) Lady Flora, fincc I fcw you. So, 
diild, (perceiving Rodna,) I am glad to fee you 
are well enough to come down ftairs. Mercy on 
us, how you afe altered ! One would think you 
had been buried a month or two, and dug up again. 
What a (keleton ! You are fit for nothing but 
the anatOmy-houfe : and all by your own folly and 
perverfenefs. But thus it ever happens with fuch 
filly young wretches as won't fuffer themfelves to 
be governed by the aged and experienced, but run 
hand before head, without ever flopping a (ingle ' 
moment to calculate chiances, or confider contin- 
gencies. Now, in the name of common-fenfe, 
what put that filly freak of running off to Wales 
into your head ?'* 

^« Why, to tell yon the truth, Mr.'Nettleby, 
(faid Mifs Marfdon, perceiving her friend was a 
good deal difconcerted at the queftion,) poor Ro- 
iina, after maturely deliberating, and ferioufly ru- 
minating on the cafualties and contingencies of 
which your violent paffion for her was likely to be 
productive, fearing left it fhould prompt you to 
fome zSt of defperation, thought it necefiary to 
bide herfelf in fome folitary region ; and, with my 
advice, fled to Wales, to avoid the paffionate im- 
portunity of your addreffes/* 

6 *«The 
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^ The paffionate importunity of a fiddlefticfc, 
(exclaimed the old gentleman.) The child's a 
fool.' So it was. your fine . advice that fent her 
packing on that filly adventure. A &ge advirer^ 
truly !" 

*' I am ferry it was not to America I fent her, 
(returned Mifs Marfdon;) for a long fea-voyage 
would have been of notable fervite tb you, and 
afforded you abundant leifure for your calcu* 
ktions ; and without doubt the fame inconceivable 
Sympathy that directed you to Rofina's refvdence 
in WaleS) would have led you to traverfe diftant 
oceans, and explore her retreat in remoter regions*'*, 

<« I wifh, (replied the old gentleman,) that fome 
charitable chriftian, a friend to the repofe of man- 
kind, would lead you to explore a retreat in fome 
remote mad'-houfe? Could any one but a con- 
firmed lunatic fuppofc that I followed the girl to 
Wales ! What the devil was fhe to me, that I 
ihould wafte my time, and expend my property, in 
the fruitlefs endeavour to reclaim her from her 
wanderings. It is true, I would have p jfiye nted 
tfie execution of her nonfeofical exphiHJ^ my 
'proceedings had not been traverfed by the curfed 
machinations of that damnable mantua- maker in 
G 2^^ ' Grafton- 
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Grafton^ftreet, auid have given her excellent ad- 
vice for the regulation of her conduit" 

<« Aye, (faid Mifs Maridon,) becaufe that cofts 
you nothing." 

« True, (returned Nettleby,) if it was any pe- 
cuniary diflervice to me« I don't aver I (hould be 
altogether fo liberal of it." 

<< That muft be a very wortblefs commodity, 
then, (replied Mifs Marfdon,) for which there Is 
no purchafer to be found ; fo I beg you may never 
take it into your head to throw away any of it 



*< It would be only calling pearls before fwine, 
(retorted Nettleby,) is I have often done before. 
In giving wholefome advice and neceflary counfel, 
the wife and experienced fulfil their duty : and if 
the fwine turn and rend them« their fuflferings are 
more meritorious. This reminds me of what I 
was going to tell you, Mrs. Fitzo(borne, of that 
little infignificant toad. Lady Flora, that my wife 
nephew thought he had made fuch a capital ftroke 
in marrying.** 

« Well, 
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« Well, Sir, and won't you allow that Mr. 
Hume made a very prudent match ?" 

« A very prudent match! Fine talk. Aye, 
fo it may appear to (hort- fighted, fhallow-brained 
people, that never take the trouble of Ipoking into 
futurity, and balancing eventual lofles and difap- 
pointments. You know Lady Flora was allowed 
by her father's will no more than five huridred 
a-year until (he has complcatcd the term of her 
minority." 

« I know It,** faid Mrs. Fitzoflwrne. 

<* And you know, alfo, (continued Nettleby,) 
that my fcatter-brained devil of a nephew no fooner 
got himfelf married to this lady of quality, this rich 
heirefs, than, forfooth, he muft launch out into 
every fpecies of fafiiionable foppery, and ridiculous 
extravagance. A fine houfe muft be taken, a 
flaming equipage fet up, all his apartments muft 
be furnifhed with elegance, all his fervants be- 
dizened with gold lace ! It was in vain I cried 
aloud againft this folly and profufion, and advifed 
him to put the little creature to board in fome re- 
mote cheap part of the country, where he might have 
viiited her once or twice a-year when he went his 
G 3 circuit; 
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circuit ; which economic plat^would have enaUed 
him to fave fomething handfome out of the ftipendl 
allowed her yearly, which might have been feme 
copfolation to him^ in cafe of her demife before 
0ie was of age. But my felutary caution was de» 
Tided as abfurd ; his eftate was mortgaged to gra« 
tify her Ladyfhip's extravagant whimfiess and 
now guefs how (he is going to reward him for hia 
blind indulgence/* 

« How?^ 

<< Why fkt is going tadie out of mere per- 

verfencfs." 

<< I heard Lady Flora was ill> (returned Mrs. 
Fitzofborne,) but thought not the affair fo ie-» 
rious.'* 

<< It is indeed a very ferious afFair to be bam* 
boozled in fuch a manner by a little wordilefs 
reptile." 

<< But, dear Sir, (iaid Lady Bell,} how is Lady 
Flora to blame i It is to be prefumed ihe would 
not die if fhe could help it." 

«Yes, 
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<< Yes, but file is to blame, and fhe could help 
it if fhe pleafed. Her cafe Is not fo defperatc as to 
preclude all hope of her recovery, if her obftinacy 
would allow her to ufe the necefTary means. The 
phyficians have ordered her to Bath} and ^though 
it is highly inconvenient to me to quit Dublin at 
the prefent juncture, on account of feveral con- 
iequential fuits that are now depending, as I knew 
the waters would be beneficial to my own health, 
I offered to attend her thither myfelf ; determined, 
however, to go by fea to Briflol, aiui truft myfelf 
to the mercy of the winds and waves, rather than 
xiik another encounter with that little crookbacked 
devil, and his bloody gang of accomplices, who 
infefl thofe horrible Welfh mountains^ which I 
never think of without quaking." 

<< Well, and how did fhe relifh the propofal l"* 

^ O, ihe burft into tears» and liiid, that to go 
in my company would be the way to kill her at 
once; and that, if (be muft die, the leaft induU 
gence (he could have, was to be fufFered to leave 
the world in peace. Such was the fine return the 
ungrateful wretch made for all my kindnefs to her; 
for I protefl to you, Mrs. Fitzofborne, that fcarcely 
a day palTed in which I did not fpend two or three 
G 4 hours 
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hours with her, becaufe I knew company was good 
for her fpiritsi and if fliehad been my own iflue, 
I could not have been more inftant in advifing and 
reproving her.—' A fine thing it would be, truly, 
(flie faid,) to make herfelf the laughing-ftock of 
all Bath, by going thither under the guidance and 
diredlion of a ftrange out«of*the-way old being, 
(for fo (he had the impudence to ftyle me,) who 
was no lefs antiquated in opinion than in appear- 
ance. She added, that, for her part, (he had no 
fatisfa£tion in the world, flie was fo negledled by 
her hufband, and fo worried by me } and that (he 
would much rather die at once than make herfelf 
fo iuperlatively ridiculous I" 

« Poor Lady Flora !'* faid Rofma. 

« Poor Lady Flora ! (echoed the old gentlemah,} 
poor Lady Devil ! She's greatly entitled to com- 
miferation, to be fure. Many other things of the 
like nature were added by her to this fine decla- 
ration i whereupon I fpoke to the point, at leaft 
three hours by my watch, and endeavoured to 
convince her that there was neither common ho- 
nefty nor jiifticc in leaving the man fhe had mar- 
ried in the lurch in fo unconfcionabl'e a manner, 
after having embroiled his circumftances, ^nd 

wantonly 
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wantonly diiSpated his fubftance, by her lavifh 
prodigality. I told her that all we required of her 
was to keep herfelf alive two years, nine months, 
and twelve days longer; an4 that, at the expi- 
ration of that term, if fbe ftill continued in her 
inclination to leave this world of vanity and vex- 
ation, fhe might depart in peace, without let or 
hinderance, after having executed her laft will and 
teftament in proper form, and to her hufband's 
liking." 

« Well, t dare fay flie was greatly obliged to 
you for this kind permiilion." 

** Obliged to me! No, truly; fhe has no 
more notion of gratitude than a (he-bear. Indead 
of that fhe told me, that when Harry Hume was 
courting her, he vowed and fwore he was wholly 
uninfluenced by any view to her fortune, and that, 
fince he had fo grofsly deceived her, he deferved 
to be punifhed for his treachery." 

" I never heard her Ladyfliip fay any thing To 
much to the purpofe," faid Fitzofborne. 

** And (he faid, moreover, (refuracd Nettteby,) 

that all the fiitisfii^iion (he had in leaving the 

G S world. 
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world, was thetllpught of the mortification her 
death would occafion to her huiband and me; that 
now Ihe believed. fhe fhould have two very fincere 
mourners at her funeral ; but that, if (be lived till 
ihe became of age, their tears would be converted 
to laughter, or words to that purpofe. There's 
a vixen for you 1 and I dare (ay the little venomous 
fcorpion will keep her word, and fting herfelf to 
death out of mere malice prepeiife* And what 
amends have we ? The law affords us none* It*s 
a (hocking grievance that no way can be found 
to prevent people from giving us the flip in this 
unconfcioRable manner. That was the way the 
defendant in your cafe ferved tis, (turning to'^Ro- 
finaO it was one of the moft provoking things 
that ever occurred in the courfe of my^praftice* 
To think that, juft when we were on the point 
of obtaining fuch a fignal victory ; for the law-^ 
agent I employed by Mrs. Fitzofborne's defire 
wrote me word that we (bould infallibly get a 
decree in our favour the enfuing term j to think 
that when we had thus run the nefarious old badger 
to his laft (hift, he (bould fuddenly earth himfelf 
in the grave, from whence, you know, it is both 
morally and phyfically impoflible to unkennel him> 
get off with flying colours, and leave us all at 
a nonplus with bis pretty farce of a will* This 

is 



j» a new T/tray of paying old debts> with a ven<- 
geance. A great obligation, indeed^ to will people 
their lawful rights However, child, you* have ftill 
fcme fatisfa^Hon in your power: the ten thoufand 
pounds being, a legacy left without any conditions 
whatfoever, you may proceed on new grounds, anif 
file a bill againft the heirs of the old villain for the 
recovery of the ifllies and profits of your eftate^ 
during the long term of years which you and 
your progenitors were unlawfully kept out of 
poffeiBon.." 

^ Indeed, (faid Rofina,) I am perfedly fatiP 
fied with the old gentleman's diftribution of his 
eifefts, and wifh for nothing but to enjoy my 
allotted portion without futui-e litigation." 

" You are a fimpletony child, (tetumed he j): 
but your hufband will probably view this matter 
in a different light. This contempt of riches^ 
)vhich you without doubt think very heroical, will 
appear to him exceedingly abfurd; at leaft if he 
pofTciTes a fcruple of common underflanding. As 
it is currently reported, (continued he, turning tQ- 
Fitzofborne,) that a marriage is to take place be«> 
tween you and the plaintiff, as foon as the term of 
lljer. non-age is cjompleted,. you would do well tcr- 
G 6. tura* 
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turn your attention to this matter^ and commence 
the proceedings without lo(s of time." 

Roftna arofe in confufion; and apprehenfive diat 
he would purfue the fiibjed ftiU farthcr9 turned 
towards the door. 

*< Where are you goti^, child I I have fome- 
what farther to urge on this matter9 which may be 
well worthy your attention/^ 

<< Rofina is fubjed to fudden returns of rllnefs, 
((aid Mrs. Fitzofborne;) (he has been from Ker 
apartment longer than ufual.'' 

« Well, I won't detain her two minutes. I 
fay, child, you are very right to paj a proper at- 
tention to your health, eipecially during your non« 
age; for you muft be confcious of the great obli- 
' gations you owe Mr. and Mrs. Fitzofborney whofe 
charity and benevolence have been, under God, 
the (burce of every bkfling and advantage you have 
ei^oyed in this world ; and though you have at 
prefent no hulband to defraud by your untimely 
death, (as that little viper Lady Flora has,) you 
muft yet be fenflble ^hat it behoves you^to ttike 
efpeciaj care of your healthy oa account of thefe 

your 
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your benefadors : for, tfaoagh the law might allow 
them out of your effcSts fome compenfation for 
the great trouble and expence they have put diem« 
felves to in your maintenance, cloathing, and edu- 
cation, yet you could not either in reafon, con- 
fcience, or juftice, think of putting them oflF with- 
out fome more fubftantial remuneration. It is 
true, that if you fhould live another year, and be 
joined in wedlock to this young man here pre- 
fcnt . " 

** You had better retire. Mils Mortimer,) faiJ 
your^ Fitzofborne, out of patience at Nettleby't 
abfurd and impertinent loquacity;} you grow pale^ 
you are ill.'* 

" What a mighty hurry you are in : let her ftay 
where Oie is. I have but three words to fiy^ and 
they greatly tend to your own future advantage. 
I fay, if by due obfervancc and proper attention, 
this girl fhould be kept alive until the period 
when you may prudently form an union with: 
her " 

« You may fpare yourfelf the trouble. Sir, of 

fiiying any thing on the fubjed^ (interrupted Fitz- 

5 o£borney 
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Qfborne^ angnlys) neither Mifs Mortimer nor mp^ 
kU have an idea of formiag any (itch unioii**'^ 

•« The more fool you, then; for if. the ifliies 
and profits (bould be recovered, and that the plain«^ 
tiff (hould bold out another year, as it is very po£» 
fible fhe may, with good management .** 

** Is this to be endured ? (angrily interruptecj 
Fitzoftorne.) iCome, Roiina, yoa muft retire ^ 
you are ill.** 

He led her into an adjoining drawing-room.^ 

*« Live another year ! (he exclaimed as he (hufe 
the door.) The unfeeling monfter ! the callous 
barbarian! You will live, 1 hope, many years,. 
years of profperity and happinefs, with him whon^ 
you have deftined to be happy ; your unknown 

friend and favourite. But for nue .. Yet wha^ 

jight have I to repine ! You never flattered my, 
aiFedionj. that juftice I muft at leaft allow you*" 

w O, you deceive yourfelf, (cried Rofina.) I 

have no friend, no fevourite, whom I can make 

* happy, btherwife than by. my wilhesandmy pray-i 

«is; aiid could they availj. for whom Ihould they> 

be. 
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be offered witb more fervent folicitations tban for 
the foQ of my beft loved friend/^ 

« Why then, (replied Fitzofborne,) why then 
will you perfift in this diftradbing filence ? Could 
I penetrate this dark tranfadtion, I might find fome; 
certain ground to proceed on; but now, all is. 
ci^ror, perplexity, and doubt: it is paft endurance.. 
fiut one medium remains. ' Would to Heaven I 
had embraced it before this laft unhappy meeting^ 
had inflicted new wounds on my heart P* 

<< Ah, to what do you allude ?" faid Rofina* 

<« My refolves, as well as my anions, (returned 
Fitzolborne,) are ftill in your power. Be exj* 
plicit, and command them as you wilL*' 

<' At prefent I cannot.** 

« Then my refolution is taken,** 

«« Yet hear me, Fitzolhorne.'*^ 

«« On one fubjeft only will I liften to. I have 
already heard too muchi. I love you i to what 
excefs I will not fay; but my reafon will never 

ftoop 
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ftoop to be made the dupe of a blind infatuated 
paffion. The woman to whom I voluntarily de- 
vote my heart, (hall be the abfolute miftrefs of its 
afFedionsi no gloomy doubt (hall reprefs its ten- 
dernefss no (hade of fufpicion (hall fully Its efteem, 
Rofina, (continued he, throwing his arms round 
her, and preffing her to his breaft,) confent, then, 
to my entreaties ; drive me not from my friends 
and country by this cruel obfcurity; throw oiffthis 
impervious veil; let me read your heart; fome- 
thing within whifpers me that the inipeftion wiB 
do honour to its purity. Oh, RoAna, why are 
you not as candid as you are lovely !'* 

Rofina anfwered only by her tears. 

« Speak to me, coiifide in me, ("continued Fitz*. 
ofbomc',) only fatisfy my doubts, and I will bind 
myfelf by the moft folemn promtfes ** 

« And dare I (fiiid Rofina) extort promifes from 
another, at the moment when I violate my own f 
No, Fitzofborne, though I value your eftecm, my 
own is yet dearer.'* 

w Then we are both refolvcd/* feid Fitroiborne. 

« I am 
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« I am refolved," faid Rofina. 

«' 'Tis well, (faid Fitzofborne.) On my return 
to Ireland, (relumed he, after a paufe,) had I found 
you here, and found you fuch as in imagination I 
had pictured to myfelf, unrivalled in lovelinefs, and 
inviolate in fame ; not the gold of Peru, the gems 
of Golconda — — • But what avail thefe regrets I 
You fay you are determined," 

« I faid fo, (returned Rofina j) but you, Sir, 
&all not on that account be compelled to quit 
your father's houfe: I will myfelf remove." 

<< What, (interrupted Fitzofborne,) to remain 
here after you were gone ; to continue in a place 
which would eternally remind me of what it is 
moft my intereft to forget ! No, Rofina, it mud 
henceforth be my talk to ftlfle, not to cherifh re- 
membrance : I muft feek by a hr different courfe 
the oblivion of my fufferings. But think not, 
(continued he, fmiling angrily,) think not I allude 
to that laft deiperate oblivion, the fupreme am- 
bition of defpairing lovers. In travel, in amufe- 
ment, in diffipation, I will feek the Lethean charm ; 
and if I find it not in thefe, the charms of fome as 

lovely. 
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lovely, and lefs myfterious woman, may complete 
the forgetfulnefs." 

*^ I finccrely hope and believe they will, (re- 
turned Rofina, ftung to the foul by this lafi in* 
finuation,} though you need not, I am convinced^ 
go fo far in fearch of a remedy, nor have re- 
courfe to fo many different expedients to tStSt 



She left him with thefe word^ and retired to 
her apartment) with a heart burfting widi v^xh 
atiom 
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CHAP. XVI. 

VIT20SBMK8 ASIOLVBI TO DftPARTt 



A thoufknd oathsy iipon: record, 
Ag9 not (b faored as her word 1 

SwifT. 

ROSINA one moment refented FitzQ(borne*s 
obftinacy, and the next lamented the necef- 
£ty which doomed her %o a fUence that threatened 
to feparate them for ever. But (he determined tor 
control her emotions, and conceal her regret at ajoh 
event which ihe could not prevent without dif^ 
honour. 

Their next interview was marked bjr a mutual, 
hut awkward afieftation of eafe and .indifference^ 

which 
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which ftrongly denoted the fenfations it was iii« 
tended to conceal. Two days ^afterwards, Fitz- 
ofborne mentioned a defign of going to London, 
with an air of fiudied careleilhefs. At this inti- 
mation^ Mrs. Fitzofborne and Roflna looked at 
each other ; for both regarded it as a prelude to 
information more diftreffing. Mrs. Fkzofborne 
hinted her fufpicions to him, and he candidly ac« 
knowledged his defign was to go from London to 
France. But, though the prefence of Rofina in- 
duced this generous friend to reprefs her grief and 
difappointment at this intelligence, fhe eafily pe- 
netrated her feelings s and her confcioafnefs of 
being the caufe that feparated this amiable and 
beloved fon from his mother, was a cruel addition 
to her fufFerings. She would have perfuaded her- 
felf, that the painful emotions with which fhe be- 
held the preparations that were making for his 
departure, originated principally in this motive. 
« Did I not love Lord Raymond, (laid flie to 
herfelf suid though his unworthinefs eradicated 
diis iirft imprei&on from my heart, can one paffion 
be fo eafily fucceeded by another ? But why thus 
ifcrutinize my feelings ? Ah 1 if the departure of 
Fitzoiborne is to make me miferable, what matters 
it whether that wretchednefs proceeds from love 
or friendfliip I O^ Tudor, generous^ but miftaken 

friendj 
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friend, why did you releafe me from a confine- 
ment, where, 'ere now, I fliould have found the 
final oblivion of all my folicitudes !'* 

Diftrefied, agitated, and deje£ted, (he retired 
early to her apartment, in order to avoid meeting 
Fitzofborne, who had declared his intention of 
fetting out in two days. She imagined the affliction 
(he could no longer conceal would afford too great 
a triumpl) to his vanity; and fhe fometimes deter- 
mined to fee him no more. She felt her fever re- 
turning rapidly; her ill fymptoms were too de- 
. cided to be longer diflembled. Mrs« Fitzoflx>rne 
perceived diem the following day with terror and 
anxiety; the phyfician was recalled, and his report 
was ill calculated to difpel her uneafineft. 

At night Mrs. Fitzofbome watched by her bed- 
fide : once, when ihe fancied Rofina flept, (he figh- 
ed deeply. 

^* Oh, my friend, (cried Rofina, ftarting fi-om 
a broken (luinber,) am I doomed to be a never- 
failing fource of diftrefs to you ! Muft I now de- 
prive you of your fon !*' 

<« As 
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«« As to the departure of my fon, (returned 
Mrs, Fitfltolborne,) it gives me no very ferious 
uneafinefs. I have no reafon to doubt his fafe re- 
turn : but to fee you, Rofina, thus finking under 
the weight of concealed diftrefs, is more, I ac- 
knowledge, than my fortitude can fupport. I. have 
hitherto refpeded your filence ; obftina^ely as you 
perfift in it, and inconceivable as are its motives^ 
I have ufed no arguments to combat it : but now, 
when your life feems ready to become th^ vidlini 
of it, I can no longer perfuade myfelf to acquiefce 
in its propriety.'* 

*« Am I then (cried Rofina) reduced to the 
cruel alternative of violating my engagements, or 
lofing your efteem ? Is there no medium ? But, 
perhaps I may yet find one. O, my friend, leave - 
me to refleft on it to-night j to-morrow you fhall 
be made acquainted with my determination.*' 

Mrs. Fiteofborne quitted Rofina. The me« 
dium which had prefented itfelf to her thoughts, 
was to write to Tudor, to folicit his permifRon to 
reveal his fccret to Mrs. Fitzofborne and her fon ; 
a permiffion ihe had no doubt of obtaining, though 
ihe knew he would regard fuch a confidence as 

cqui- 
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equivalent to a~ general publication ; for his know- 
ledge of human nature would render him little 
inclined to hope that two perfons fo deeply in- 
Cerefted in Rofma's vindication, would be filent on 
a fubje£t that fo nearly concerned it. But (be felt, 
that, at a period like the prefent, her fcruples of 
delicacy ought to yield to ftrong neceffity ; and 
ihe had the fatisfadlion of being confcious, that, 
whatever doubts Tudor might entertain on the 
fubje6l, his fecret would remain as fecure in the 
breafls of the Fitzofbornes, as it had hitherto reft* 
ed in her own. She felt her fever fo high, and 
her head fo difturbed, that, fearing if {he delayed 
writing till the morrow, flic fliould then be in- 
capable of the office, flie difmifTed the attendant 
Mrs. Fitzofborne had left to watch by her, and 
fprung out of bed. The violent pain (he fufFered 
in her head, and the tremor that fliook her frame, 
whilft {be wrote the following incoherent lines, 
imprefled her with a ftrong convi£lion that they 
were the laft her hand fliouId ever trace. 



THE 
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THE LETTER. 

BEFORE this letter reaches you, I may have 
ceafed to exift, but I have not ceafed to be 
faithful. 

Ah> Tudor, when that promife pafled my lips, 
I was little confcious of the difficulty that awaited 
its performance. My condudl has been arraigned, 
my innocence has been fufpe£ted ; fufpeded, too, 
by a perfoo whofe approbation is moft dear to my 
heart; and I have not dared to fpeak in its vin- 
dication. Merciful Heaven, why did you not per- 
mit me to wafte the fhort remainder of my days in 
that dreary confinement ! But for your benevo* 
lence, I ihould 'ere now have been at peace I 

From that benevolence I demand another (a- 
crifice: write to Mrs. Fitzofborne and her fonj 
acquaint them with the true circumftances of my 
concealment : your fecret will be as inviolate in 
their bofoms as it has hitherto been in mine. 
Whatever may be my fate, I (ball now yield to it 
without regret, fatisfied in the aflurance, that you, 
who have been the guardian of my honour, will 
be the aifertor of my innocence; that it will arife 

with 
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with unAillied luftre from my tomb ; and the eyes 
ivhicfa have been turned with difdain from Rolina, 
will pay a bitter tribute to her memory- 
Adieu, my ever dear, and ever valued friend ! 
May your temporal rewards be adequate to your 
virtues; and may thofe virtues be crowned with 
fuperior honour and felicity in that blefled region, 
where, I truft, you will one day meet 

Yoiir 

ROSINA. 



. Rofina fealed this letter, and recalling her at-* 
eendant, gave it to her, with direAions that it 
fliould be fent early next morning to the poft. 

N^t day, when Mrs. Fitzofborne vifited her, 
ihe found her much worfe. 

« Well, my dear friend, (faid Rofina,) I have 
now the fttisfadton to know that my vindication, 
though late, will be certain; that He£toi Fitz- 
ofborne, fevere and unb^ieving as he is, will 
hereafter be forced to do juftice to the honour he 
fiifpefted," 

Vol. V, H Mn, 
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Mrs. Fitzoflborne quired Rofina in tears. She 
speated her wordj to her fon. 



re] 



<« Severe and unbelieving! ( repeated Fitzof* 
borne.) Heaven is my witnefs, I deferve not tbefe 
reproaches : I fufpeA not her honour : to the fe- 
cret convidion of my own heart ihe is fully 
juftified." 

" Why, then, (returned. Mrs. Fitzofborne,) do 
you fly and (hun her?*' 

*^ Becaufe I would (bun the wretchednefs I have 
no longer patience to endure^ becaufe I would fly 
from the dDubts which torment and diftraft me. 
Who is thisArangcf with whom flhe correfponds? 
for whom flie expreffcs a tendernefs fo krvtnt^ n 
veneration fo enthufiaftic? . Why are her lips to 
move at bis command ? What i^ the nature of 
thofe rights by which he has rendered himfelf thct 
arbiter of her anions ?" 

« Of whatever nature they may be, ^replied 
Mrs. Fitzofborne,) I am convinced they interfere 
not with any.you can hope to eftablifli," 

« And 
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« And what rights can I hope to eftaUIfli V* 

<< The tnoft facred and tender* Rofina loves 
you/' 

<< Rofina loves me ! (repeated Fitzoiborne in a 
tremulous and fupprefled voice. } Ah, I hare too 
long fuffered myfelf to be feduced by the fantaftic 
hope of infpiring her with tendernefs, I have at 
length brought myfelf to renounce it| and beware^ 
Wware Tiow you recall it !" 

^ The hope is not iantaftic ; and if (he lives -«.*' 

^ If ihe lives! (interrupted FitaK>ft>orae.} Is 
Jicr life then in danger V* 

«* Can you doubt it? Yes, it is^'n dangejr 
which I believe to be imminent: and to (hock ycu 
yet more, your own proud inflexibility has con- 
tributed to that danger. But her p/edi^tions will 
be accompli(hed, and at too late a period ; a period 
When repentance and regret will be unavailing', 
you will be forced to acknowledge and recant your 
errors/* 

Ha « I re* 
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« I recant them nowr, (faid FitzofbomCi in t 
voice half ftifled by his ftrong emotion.) Is it 
now too late ? Let me fee Rofina : let nae con- 
vince her of my unreferved' confidence in her ho- 
nour ; let me affure her of my contrition, and im- 
plore her forgivenefs." 



C H A P. XVII. 

THB TRIUMPH OF TBNDERNEIS. 



And pity now, and lore, by turns fnggeft 
Morei>Did coiiii>lianoe to hisfoftenilig breaft. 

MRS. FITZOSBORNE eagerly fciz^ this 
moment of relenting foftnefs; and, after 
fome neceflary preparations, conducted her fon to 
Rofina*s apartment 

«« Rofina, (faid Fitzofborne, haftily approaching 
her bed-fide,) forgive my prefumption in foliciting 

this 
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this interview; the hour of diftrefs is. not that of 
pun&ilio. I have been termed fevere and unbe<- 
lieving, inexorable and obftlnate. I come to evince 
the injuftice of thefe accufations, or at lead to 
demonflrate, that if thefe errors once were mine, 
they are now fo no longer. I await not the pro- 
mifed eclairciflenient to declare my fulleft confi- 
dence in your honour. I never doubted it, but for 
ftn interval, when the evidence cf ftKMig)y-con- 
curmng circumftances would aknoft have rendered 
luoMief infiituation." 

^ If you doubted not my honour, (faid Rofina, 
in a foftened accent,) why then did you treat me 
wkh iuch harih fevoiity V* 

^ I kaopw iiot& I was reftlefi \ I was wretched^ 
ibmetines animated 'with wavering bof^es, but of^ 
tener diftrad«d with jealous anxiettes: the prid« 
of reafon, too, forbade nay luueTiftii^ fubmiffion 
to the blind impulfes of my heart. But now I 
jrenounce it." 

<< I tiemand not the Tenunciation of reafon, (rc^ 
turned Rofina;) I require only a fufpenfion of 
judgment : appearances are undoubtedly jagainft 
me, but candour muft acknowledge their frequent 
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fallacy. In circumftances the moft dreadful, I 
found fafety and proteAibn; in a prifon, an honour- 
able retreat ; und in him who was deftined to be 
»y gaoler, a difintercftcd friend, a noble liberator/' 

« I doubt knot, (fai'd Fitzofborne.) Wetel 
to judge from my own feelingS) I dould believe 
that ^^fometbing holy lodges in that brea/i;** that no 
unhallowed pai&on could exift in your prefence; 
that you might pafs ** in un6lench*d fnnjiftf^ Aro' 
gangs of fierce banditti, and hordes of wandering 
Tartars. And I will truft to them ; they do not» 
they cannot deceive me. Receive me then, Ro- 
iina, (continued he, dropping on his knees befide 
her,} receive me to your forgivenefs, ^ to your 
friendfhip, to your tendernefs, I would add^ if I 
dared. My doubts are at an end, my fcruples are 
vani(bed } the teftimonies of all mankind concur* 
ring in your favour, could add nothing to my coa^ 
fidence, nothing to my afFedion/' 

<< This is indeed a triumph, ((aid Rouna> in 
half-fufFocated accents.) Oh, Fitzofborne, you 
are worthy of your mother ! I am oppreft beneath 
this weight of obligation ! How, how (hall I re- 
pay itl" 

M By 
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' " By giving me a title to the tender name you 
have often beftowed on me, (faid Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne,] by making me in reality your mother/* 

** Rofina, (faid Fitzofborne, feizing her hand,) 
fliall I owe this laft belt gift to my mother t For 
her Cilce will you be mine ?" 

<< No, no, Fitzofborne, (faid Rofma, withdraw* 
ing her hand.)^ <' The woman to whom I devote 
my heart fhall be the abfolute miftrefs of its af*- 
fedtions; no gloomy doubt ihall reprefs its ten* 
derneis, no (hade of fufpicion ihall fully its efteem." 
^hefe were your own words ; I can never forget 
them) and they contain a lefolution worthy of 
heing adhered to/' 

** T uttered them in refentment, (returned Fitz- 
ofborne:) the fentiments which dictated them are 
paffed away." 

«< But they may return, (faid Rorma.) Th^ 
jealous flame which fufpicious circumftances kin- 
in your br^aft*, though ftifled for the prefent, 
revive in future. Hear, then, my decide^ 
unalterable refolution. I will liflen to na 
ions of tendernefs, till the hour of my vin- 
H 4 dicatioa 
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dication arrives ; and ihould any perverfe accident 
defer it even to the moft diftant period, that cir- 
cumftance ihall not influence my determination. 
Meantime, let us converfe on thofe terms of fra- 
ternal and fifterly afFe£lion which were once fo 
endearing, and fo fufficient for our happinefs." 

** Fraternal and fifterly affeftion ! (faid Fitz- 
<^orne.) O, how cold I But you, Rofina, will 
iind no difficulty in forbearing to pafs thofe froscQ 
bounds : your feelings are for ever fuhfervient tm 
your reafoa." 

<^ And you trefpafi already," &id RQ(tsia« 

^< I do, (faid Fitzofborne.) Forgive me. Mp 
wifhes are wild and unreafonable. But an hour 
iince I was mrferable,$ now! am happy. I ovghc 
4)0 be contented with this comparative feliciQu 
Jacob ferved (even years fpr Rachael: was bi|S 
tendernefs more perfevering than mine ! But I 
i)ave already done more. His attachm^^nt was fof- 
tered by the prefence of her he loved, and cheriih- 
ed by her 6niles i mine was clouded by abfenc6^ 
^billed by indifferencei alm<^ extinguiibed v^ 
defpalrr. 

*^ Well> 



^ Wdl, well, (faid Rx)fina,) puifue your pa-r 
yaUel BO farther : you knpw tbU fi4bj«4^ is inter* 
i'lSttd. Beftdes, tbough my heart laay be tlir 
Sigliter for this c(»aver&tioa> its tffeSt$ on my heaii 
are not equally faiutary/' 

<< I will go then>.. (iaid Fitzofborne, baftily ri^ 
fing;.) but flMT my bkCyfor Heaven's iake, mj^ 
Rofina, be ftri£lly attentive to your health. Ah^ 
if it^ihould be already too late !" 

^ But laft night I fancied it was, (faid Rofina^) 
but now I think otherwife ; fo powerfully do our 
wiihes operate on. our belief.'^ 

Mrs. Fitzofborne's joy at this . interview was^ 
flepreft by her melancholy apprehenfions in refpe6lt 
to Rofina's ftate of health i but thefe fears by de--- 
grees fubfided into a pleafing fecurity, for ihe grew:- 
better every hour. 

A. week had now elapfed flnce (be had written 
to Tudor, and,ibe awaited his anfwer witfa.uo^afy' 
e}£pe£lation« In the evening, as Mrs. Fitzofborne 
At alone with her fon* they were mforoded that a: 
ftrange gentleman enquired for Mifs. Mortimer, , 
who>, on being told ihe was confined, by illnefs,,, 
H i carneftly, 
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cameftly requefted to fee Mrs. Fitzofbornci or 
Mr. Fitzofbome, junior. At this informatipn^ 
Fitzoibonne ftarted from bis feat, and followed the 
lervant to the parlour, where the ftranger waited 
for him. He was ftruck with the appearance of 
this perfon as he entered the room : his counte- 
nance was pale, his drefs difordered, his air agi- 
tated ; he wore his left arm in a fcarf. 

^* You» Sir, I prefume, are Mr. Fttzolborne, 
junior*" 

Fitzoftorne towed; 

*^ I come, Sir, to enquire for Mifs Mortimer ^ 
but I am informed fhe is ill. Is Qxt very ill V*^ 

^^ She has bcea very ill, Sir: flie is now better.** 

*^ Is (he much better, Sir ? (eagerly enquired 
the flranger.) Is fhe out of danger ?'* 

« We hope fo, Sir.'*^ 

'« Thank God, thank God t May I fee her^ 

Strr 

Fit^ 
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Fiteolborne hefitated. - 

<< My bufinefs is important. If (be is a]ivc> 
£he will fee me/' 

<( She admits no ftrangers, Sir." 

*« Strangers ! My name is Tudor : be fo good" 
as to allow it to be mentioned to her. Perhaps, 
Sir, you havelieard it before/' 

<< I have not had that honour, Sir/' leturned 
Titzofbome, coldly. 

« Dear feithful Rofiha! (exclaimed Tudor,) 
you have then perfevered to the laft ! Noble, ho- 
nourable creature f May I not fee her, Sir ?'* 

Aftoniihed at the warmth of thefe effudons, the 
ftrong emotion of this ftrapger, who feemed to 
have fo deep, fo fond an intereft in Rofma, puz- 
zled to conceive the nature of his connexion with 
her, and almoft tempted to fear'that it interfered 
with his own hopes and wiihes, Fitzofborne flood 
without replying, whilft Tudor kept his eyes ear- 
lieftly fixed on him. In this interval of filence^ 
Mrs* FitzofbornC) whofe curiofity had not been 
H 6 lefs 
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lefs powerful dian her fon% though ber malion 
had been lefs rapid> entered the room. 

« I need not enquire, Madarn, (fajd Tudor,) 
whether you are the generous protedrefs of Mife 
Mortimer. I recoiled your features from your 
pidure, which (he wore ;iext her heart, and 
which (he has often (hewed me. To your good- 
nefs I (hall hope to be indebted for an interview 
with her, which this gentleman feems inclined to 
lefuie me.** 

" Mife Mortimer, Sir, is miftrcfs of her own 
time ; but in her prcfent. ftatc of health — r— .** 

" My name is Tudor„ Madam., If (he is alive> 
fhe will (ee me,, my errand is uigent. Pray let her 
Be infpcmed tam here. I would entreat you ta 
forgive this trouble,, but that I know yoo wiU here* 
after think it recompenfed.'* 

Mrs.. FitzoA)ome/ turned tpwards the cbor- 

" I will myfdf announce the gientleman,**^ £iid! 
Fitzofborne,, haftily preventing her, and eager ta 
obferve what effecS the arrival of this ftrangec 
would produce on ELoiina., 

6. Eofinai 
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Rofina had that da^ been wellenotigh to fit in 
the dreffing-room, adjotoiBg her chadaber ; he 
JMind her there. 

«< A ftranger enquires for yoii, RofiiMb" £ud be. 

« Who? {cried-aoO^ eagerly, ) Whatibao- 
ger ? Has he brought aie a letter ?" 

<< His name is Tudor/' (aid Fitzoflx>me9 fixing; 
iifls eyes ftedfaftly on her*. 

<^ Tudor ! (exclaimed Rofifia, clafping her 
hands, and fprii^ing from her feat >) what unex* 
pe£ted ha{^inefs! When did he arrive? How 
long has he been here ? Where is he V* flying, 
to the door* , 

^ Reprefs your impatience,, Madam, (faid Fitz*^ 
olborne.) H^ only waits your pcrmifflbn to attend 
you here^" 

>^ O, let him come then F Merciful Heaven^ 
how unhoped was his prefence ! Go, dear Fitz«> 
oCbome). and bring him to me inftantly !" 

litz^ 
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Fitn>(bome went no farther than the anticham- 
ber : he fent Rofina's mefliage by a fervant. Mrs. 
Fitzofbome sCppeared immediately afterwards, (oU 
lowed by Tudor. Rofina fprang to meet him, and 
threw herielf into his 



^ Rofina, my lovely, my faithful Rofina? (cried 
Tudor,) fpeak peace to my terrifying apprehen- 
£ons; tell me I come not too late to (ave you." 

Rofina anfwered by a fhower of tears, whitft 
Tudor tenderly fupported her in his arms. 

What a Icene was this for Fitzofbome, who 
obferved them from die adjoining apartment r hk 
profpe^ls feemed blafted, his hopes annihilated; 
refentment, deipair, and jealoufy agitated his bofom 
with alternate bitternefs. 

Tudor, meantime, led Rofina to a feat, zni^ 
placed himfelf befide her,^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 



AK BCLAIRCISSSMENT. 



«* T COME, Roftiia, ffeid Tudor,) to give yoa 
X a fblt rekafe from die engagement you & 
feneroufly entered into, vxl (o fiiicbfuDy adhered 
to.*^ 

Mrs. Fit2so{I>orne turned- towards t&e door.. 

« Stay, Madam, (faid TudoF, percetving her 
intention^) Mift Mortimer has no longer a fecret 
to withhoM from you^ Whatever doubts a fUence 
too long perfevered in ma^y have given rife to, I 
come to diffipate them»'' 

S «Wher« 
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« Where is Heaor Fitzofbornc ?" faid Rofina^. 
looking round. 

Perceiving him in the anti-chamber, flie went 
to him, but he turned from iMr*. 

« The hour is come, (faid (he, with firmnefi,) 
when you (hall blufh for this groundlefs fufpicioo^ 
Come and liilen to my promifed vindication.^ 

«* To nothing that proceeds frbm the lips of 
that ftranger can I liften with pleafure.'* 

*< O, what blind pervepTenefs ! (laid Rofina.)- 
Is this the implicit confidence you pfomifed ne ? 
But come^ we w^ill force you to do juftice to my 
truth, and to the merit of this generous friend.'* 

He followed her into the d^effing-room, and 
fieated himfelf with «n air of gloomy dii&tis&flion.. 

<< Rpfina,. (faid Tudor^) how (hall we bc^in. 
tilts explanation, which has been deferred too long. 
ior your happineft,. and the (acisfadion of your 
£ leads. All the atonement lean now oiake, i&. 
a communication the moft unrefcrved and explicit:. 
m^. own errors fball be revealed without difguif^^ 

OA 
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or palliation. But thiok net I rank amongft diat 
number my recent paiHon for you ; 9 pa^pn which 
firft taught me to be generous, excited the nobler 
feelings of my bofoiTr, and fupplied me with arms 
to' combat even itfelf : for, though you may think 
there is little gallantry in the acknowkdgement^ 
I confefi I have conquered it| ^ret^ tolerably at 
leaft.** 

Fitzofbprne j:aiied his eyes to him vrith furprifq 
and^ttiention. 

-<< I perceive your aftomfliment at this avowaly 
Sir, (iai4 Tudor, addreiSnghlm*) Condtding 
from your own feelings, perhap^^ you imagine z 
paffion inCpired by Miis Mortimer is never to be 
mdicated; but you.inuft recoIkA that thinty^fix 
is the age of teafon, not that of romance ; and| 
lliough the lattqr may applaud s^ perliftance in in 
unrewarded and unreturneS attachment, the former 
muft reprobate fuch hopelefs abfurdity. But 
come, Rofina, let us rbe^gin : 4>ur talp is xionjplex ; 
it muft be divided into parts j and reheanfedalr 
ccrnatcly*'* 

« But how is this ?** (aid JRofina, perceiying 
his arm in a fcarf. 
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« O, an accident^ a trifle,^ faid he, with fane 
embarraflment. 

""But how did It happeai'^ 

« I will tell you hereafter, if I recoiled: ft? but' 
let us now gratify the curiofrty of jrour friends." 

The various fenfations with which Hecaor Fitjc- 
ofborne and his mother liftened to the circum-' 
ftances related by Tudor and Rofina, maybe eafily 
imagined : their admiration feemeJ equalty divided 
between the^ fortitude of Rofina and the generofity 
of Tudor. During the continuance of this afl 
fefling narrative, Mrs. Fitzofbome often wiped 
off the tears that flowed copioufly from her eyes, 
and Heftor turned afide his head, to conceal the 
drops which burft from his. At its conchifionv 
he arofe, and advaiicirig haftily to Tudor, eagerly 
grafped bis hands* 

*< Generous man ! (iaid he^ in a' voice- that 
{poke his emotion,) to whom I owe every things 
the life, the Ifberty, the reftoration of my Rofina ! 
How (hall I exprefs my gratitude, how evince my 
admiration!". 

•«If 
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" If 1 have been fo fortunate as to contribute 
to your happinefs, (replied Tudor, returning his 
preflure with a friendly warmth,) let me be repaid 
by (baring your friendfhip/* 

«* Friendihip ((aid Fitzoflwrne) requires equa- 
lity; but I feel my own inferiority. Such worth 
9S your's feems to demand thofe more fervent and 
lexalted fentiments of veneration which we fhould 
oflfer to a fupefior being." 

« I feel (replied Tudor, fmiling) diat there is 
nothing more humiliating than unmerited a|^laufe, 
I doubt not that thefe too-laviih commendations 
are very ferioufly meant, and very fincerelj ut« 
tered ; but to a man who is confcious of pofleffing 
more than his proportion of human frailty, they 
have greatly the air of a burlefque. Befides, atef 
«11, I only temporized and compounded matters; 
I accepted Rofina's offers of fecrecy, and fuffered 
a fufpicion to reft on her reputation, which, had I 
been truly generous, I fliould have vindicated at 
the expence of my own* Accident, however, has 
rendered to her honour the juftice which I with* 
held from it'; our private machinations have been 
revealed to the fece of day ; and Rofina deceives 
herielf, if (he imagines (he owes me any gratitude 

for 
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for the permiffion I have given her to p^bU(h her 
adventures." 

<< I think (faid Rofina) no circumftance can 
either augment or leflen the gratitude I feel, and 
muft for ever cherifh for you. But the hints you 
have dropped awaken my curiofity. By what 
means — ^--•.'* 

«< You ihuft fufpend it t&f the prcfent, jCfiud 
Tudor, rifing;) to-morrow it (hall be gratified. 
You are an uncon^ionabie gitfl» and wnidd aUow 
me no refpite, though I have travelled fkoon Loa^ 
don in three days, and have been but two bouit 
pa ibore." 

Mrs. Fitzoiborne aow tttftfted «a Im taUiig 
^ome refreshment.} and wb^n he fpoke of . going 
to an hotel, his defign was &> ft^efiitQufty ^ppofrd 
by Mrs. fitzoiborne^ H^Staxy and Rdfiiia, l^ he 
confented to their wiibes, and with his natural 
franknefs, agreed to be their gue^ durii^ his €9iv> 
tinua,nce in Dublin. 

Perceiving Roilnaexhai^fted with the length of 
the conver&tion, and agitated with the emotipns 
it had excited, they left her to'repofe herfelfrand 

Tudor 
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Tiidor indulged Mrs. Fitzoftorne and her fon 
widi a repetition of tfaoie ctrcumflances of which 
a^ regard to Rofina's peace bad induced htm to 
refuCb her the detail : but as his knowledge of fome 
of them was fuperficial, his relation was curibry : 
diey (hall therefore be prefented at large to die 
isader. 



CHAP. XIX. 

ADVEKTUREa OF THE tlTJl^ CROOfC^AClC^ 



The gods are juft, and of our pleaf^t vices 
Make inftruments t» fcourge us. 

Shakespear. 

i 

IT has already been faid, that when Rofina com- 
. municated to Mrs. Evelyn the pleaiing ac« 
count of her reftoration to her friends and fortune, 
attentive to the intcrefts of Tudor, and appre- 
henlive left the intelligence of thefc events might 

reach 
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reach the knowledge of the Earl of L ^ fhe 
bad inlifted on the moft profound fecrecy^in refpeft 
to them; and her injundion had been faithfully 
complied with. By^this means, her fate remained 
an impenetrable enigma to all her other con- 
nexions in Wales. None was more tenderly inte- 
xefted in it than her former friend, Mr. Lewis. 
He had himfelf travelled many miles, and ufed 
many means to difcover the perfons in^o had car- 
ried her away; and when one expedient fiiiled, 
another had flattered him with a prolpe£t of better 
fuccefs, until the perfeverance of hope was utterly 
loft in repeated difappointment* The autuvui had 
glided away in thefe fruitlefs enquiries; the en- 
fuing winter brought with it no tidings of Rofina. 
About this period it became neceffiuy that he 
fliQuld go to London, to receive a legacy which 
had been bequeathed him by a gentleman «^o had 
been his god-father. Previous to his departure^ 
he waited on Mrs* Evelyn, and pnmiiled before 
his return to vifit her fon Richard, whofe prefent 
reiidence was at an academy forty miles froia 
London, and bring her a fiiithful account of his^ 
iituation and attainments. After having finiflied his 
builnefs in London, he performed his engagement» 
and was received by Mr. Stanton, the gendeman 
who kept th^ academy, with hofpitabfe politcne(s> 

and 
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^d by his friend Richard with many clamorous 
demonftrations of regard and (atis&dion. He 
confented to remain with them one day and one 
night; and though he did not perceive in Richard's 
demeanour any great advancemept in politenefs^ 
his mafters who had found the art of conciliating 
his afFe£tion by ttie j)atient gentleneis of his man- 
t^^h g^y^ hopes, that, however arduous the talk 
of fubduing his vulgarity, and weaning him from 
his fiivourite follies, he did not yet abfiJutely def- 
pair of its accompliflmieat s and he added^ that 
die natural goodnefs of heart which he difcovered 
in his pupil encouraged hipi to perfeverance. 

At, aigbt, Richard accompanied Lewis to his 
chamber. As he was to depart before day-light 
in the n^orning, he wiflied to have Ibme private 
converiatioa with him relative to his £unily and 
fnends in Wales. In the courfe of this interview^ 
Richard enquired what was become of little Rofyi 
and Lewis gave him an account of that part cf 
her adventure which had iallei^ under his know- 
ledge, to which Riqhard liftened with furprife and 
compaffion, little conceiving ihat he had any (hare 
in her misfortune} he exprefled his wonder at 
wbofe inftigation (he had been carried away, fince 
it feemed evident that neither Lord Raymond noir 

her 
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her own friends had any part in the tranfaftion. 
« And zs to Sir Gregory, (continued he,) if he 
was ever fo much in love> he has not fpunk enough 
to dream of running z^zy with a girl. But to be 
fiire. To likely a girl did not want sdmirers before 
flie came to Wales ; and, in all probability, ibme 
ranting blade of zvAld Irifliman has whifkedher 
away with him to his bogs and motmtains/' 

As the night was pretty far advanced, Richard 
retired to his chamber, where Be loon ftU ^eep, 
and Lewi$ departed eiuriy next mornings 

In the courfe of the following day (bme acci- 
dental circumftances recalled to RicWd*s memory 
the intelligence he had received from Lewis re- 
lative to Rofina; and recollafting the fufpicions 
whiph his own artifices had infufed into the mind of 
the Earl, andthe advice which he had given him to 
take an adive part in preventing the dcfigned £f« 
honour, the coincidence* of. time and circumftances 
ruihed into bis mind with inftant' and irrefiftible 
convidion, and the penetrating- fagacity of his 
charader traced Rofma's misfortune to the in- 
terefted policy of the Earl; vrfio^ he no longer 
doubted, had iacrificedher-to the purpofe ^ avert* 
ing from his family the fancied <ii%race/ Struck 

with 
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With horror, and ftung with compup£lion, he de- 
termined immediately to purAie and overtake 
LewiS) difclofe to him bis fufpicions, and with 
him concert meafures for the difcovery and relief 
of Rofina, If her fituation yet admitted of any. 
He rufbed half frantic into the ftable, and feizing 
a horfe which he found ready faddled there, he 
called to his man'QryiEth' to follow him on an- 
other, and took the road to London in purfuit of 
Xewis, who had fet ofF fix hours before him* In 
his perturbation, he had forgotten his .boots and 
fpurs; he rode a heavy draft -horfe, which, (pite 
of the unmerciful flagellation beftowed on him, 
kept no pace with the impatience of his rider. 
Jaded with a Violence of exercife, to which he was 
wholly unaccuftomed, at the end of twenty miles 
the beaft ftumbled at every ftep. Richard, how- 
ever, relaxed nothing of his difcipltne until he found 
himfelf within ten miles of London, when finding 
. the abfolute neceffity of flopping to bait, and an 
inn opportunely prefenting itfelf, he turned into 
the yard with fucb velocity, that his horfe iiriking 
his breaft againft the pole of a carriage which was 
juft then driving out of it, fdl on his fide on the 
patvement, and Richard was taken from under him 
evidently dreadfully wounded, and to appearance 
lifelefs. 
Vol. V, I As 
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As 1^ appearance and equipage were not cal- 
culated to infpire any refpe£bible ideas of his qua« 
litj) he was carried into a barni and depofited on 
a heap of ftraw, where he lay, an objedt of com- 
panion to every one, but of intereft to none ; and 
might have Iain until he breathed his laft, had, not 
his trufty Yquire, Gryffith, come to his affiftancQ 
in this extremi^. ^ 

Gryffith) on finding his beloved mafter in fo 
deplorable a fituation) drew all the people who 
remained in the houfe around him by his pafEonate 
lamentations i and as he did not fail to announce 
to them the quality and confequence of the wound- 
ed perfon, they all became eager to atone for their 
paft negle£t. Richard was removed from his bed 
of ftraw to the beft bed-chamber in the houfe ^ a 
furgeon was fent for ; and whilft his wounds were 
dreffing) he began to exhibit the firft fymptoms of 
returning life. GryfEth, by promifes of amplq 
coiiipenfation, prevailed on the furgeon to ftay and 
watch him all night, and very prudently difpatched 
a courier to acquaint Mr. Stanton with the mi(^ 
fortune oi his pupil. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX, 

€R00KBAC«:'S ADVENTURE CONTINUED. 

RICHARD, meantime, recovered his fpeech, 
^ but his fever was high, ^md his intelleds dif* 
ordered. He complained greatly of the violence of 
his pain $ talked wildly of Rofma, and called on 
Lewis and Lord Raymond. Towards mornings * 
the drugs exhibited by the furgeon, produced a la- 
lutary jsffeA -, he fell into a flumber, from which he 
awoke more compofed, and perfe<5Uy rational. Im- 
mediately recollecting the.tranfaStons of^the pre- 
ceding day, and the motive which had engaged 
him in this unfortunate journey, he inftantly dif-. 
patched Gryffith with an injundion to go to Lon- 
don, find out Lewis and Lord Raymond ; acquaint 
them both that he had matters of the laft import- 
ance to communicate, and prevail on^Iiem to come 
to him without lofs of time. 

la Gryffith 
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Gryftth executed his commiflion with great 
pun6luality ; he eafily found Lewis, and as eafily 
induced him to fly to the confolation of the unfor- 
tunate Richard) at whofe unhappy accident he was 
greatly (hocked and afFeded ; but when he. pre- 
fented himfelf at Lord Raymond's, the (brvants re- 
fufed to diflurb his Lordfhip, who was not yet 
rifen ; and his tears and fupplications would pro- 
bably have been ineiFe£lual, had he not fortunately 
been feen by his oW friend, Mr. Frizzle, Lord 
Raymond's favourite valet-de-chambre, who had 
attended him in his expedition to Wales^ and whofe 
loquacity had fupplied Richard with the ground-* 
work of thofe difturbances which he had (o inge- 
nioufly fomented, and of which he now fo bitterly 
" lamented the confequences. To this perfon Gry- 
ffith explained his difficulties, and preferred his pe- 
tition ; and though Mr. Frizzle had long made the 
charader of his noble patron the model of his imi- 
tation, as he had not yet been able to emulate the 
faihionable obduracy of his heart, he could not 
avoid feeling fome commiferation for the difafter of 
his quondam confident and aflbciate ; he dierefoi'C 
bid Gryffith be of good cheer, and promifed to 
prevail on his Lordfhip to comply with the foliclta* 
tions he had been deputed to make. 

The 
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The friendly valet found it neceflary to exert all 
his eloquence in the performance of this promife. 
The morning was cold and wet ; his Lordfhip had 
been out late, and the bufineis on which he wa& 
fummoned) was peculiarly ill fuited with his feel- 
ings 5 for though fome have endeavoured to prove 
the houfe of mourning to be better than that of 
feafting, it would have been dif&cult to have made 
Lord Raymond a convert to fueh dodbine** 

*< Not yet eleven, (cried he, lookmg at his 
watch) and I was out 'till five-— how it blows and 
rains! (drawing the cloaths about his (boulders) 
what the devil put tt into the puppy's head to fend 
forme! if the little mifchievous baboon has bro* 
ken his own bones> can^t he get them fet to rights 
without my being prefent at the operation ?** 

<< But his fervant (ays, (returned Mr. Frizzle) 
that Mr. Richard has matters of the laft import* 
ance to communicate to your Lord(hip/' 

<< Matters of importances-ridiculous!" 

<< He fays his young matter ha» (bmething. that 
lies heavy on his mind.'* 

I $ ^ There 
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« There let it lie, for ought I care--the rob- 
bery of fome orchard o^ hen rooft^ perhaps. Vfhf 
ihould I be peftered with his laft Ipeech and dying 
words } I have no authority to receive his con- 
feffions> and give him abfolution." 

<^ Perhaps he may know fomething relative to 
the carrying off the young lady that— that-^that 
your Lordfhip ufed iQmetimes to vifit/' iaid Mr* 
Frizzle, throwing in a hinti which he fancied 
might work upon his feelings. 

^ It is not probable — how die devil ihould hs 
, know any thing of the- matter. However (after 
mufing for a moment) I will go; his mother 
might perhaps be difpleafed at my refufid, and I 
owe her fome obligation ; fo gee my cloatfas, and 
order the chariot." 

Thus curioiity, co-operating with a fenfe of 
decency, effected what fHend&tp had fupplicated, 
and companion dilated in vain. As his Lord- 
(hip's hunters were fwifter of foot than the hack 
Mr. Lewis had hired for the occafion, he arrived 
Ht the inn where Richard lay, at die moment when 
Lewis alighted at the door. After faluting each 
other^ they enquired for the furgeon», who ftill re- 
mained 
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m^ined in the hdufe, and on confulting him in re«^ 
fpeA to the fituation of his patient, were by him 
informed, that his left thigh, \i^ich had been 
dreadfully iTa£h]red, began to exhibit fuch evi* 
dent fymptoms of a mortification, that he was per*' 
fuaded nothing but the amputation of tbe part 
could iave his life. 



CHAP- XXI* 



CONVBRSATJON OF RICHARD AND HIS' . 

VISITORS. 

LORD Raymond was fomewhat (hocked, and 
Lewis extremely aiFeded at this melancholy 
intelligence. As foon as informed of their arri- 
val, Richard gave orders for their admiffion. 
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'< You find me here in a fad pickle^ (ftriving to 
raifehis head from the pillow when he law them) 
never did poor devil get fo damnable a fquellh ! 
and the worft of it is, I can't help believing that it 
is a judgment on me for fome of my mifiloings— ^ 
though God knows I never intended to carry the 
joke as far as that came to ! I thought you would 
never come— you are the two people in the world 
I wanted moft to fee. . As to you, my Lord, to tell 
the truth, for I never liked to flatter any man at 
any time, and it would ill become me to go out of 
the world with a lie in my mouth : I fay if I fenc 
for you at this time, it was not out of any regard 
that I have to your company; for I know well 
enough what fort of metal you courtiers are made 
of; and I'm fure you would not care if myfelf and 
all my feed, breed and generation, were at the 
devil, fo as you could ferve your own turn by it.*' 

Lord Raymond was beginning to exprefs his 
furprife and forrow that his dear Richard fhould 
entertain an opinion fo injurious to the fentiments 
of refpedt, friendfhip and gratitude, be had alwayi 
cberifhed for his family, &c. &c. 

^< Look ye, my Lord, (interrupted Richard) all 
&is may be very pretty talk at court; but fair 

words 
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words butter no parfnlps ;. and when a man %as but 
two or three hours to live, which I verily believe 
to be my cafe, it's hard if he can't, employ them ta 
better purpoie ihaa liftening to fine fpeeches, and 
paying French compliments. At prefent I can tell 
you, I have other fifli to fry. . I am afraid I have 
been, the occafion of* a plaguey deal of mifcbief 5, 
and as you. are fome how concerned in it, I have 
&nt for yoa to help me to make reparation j; for,. 
Lord have mercy upon me ! 1 dm afraid I am go» 
Big out of the world with a finfiil weijght upon mjfr 
confcience !"' 

Richard then gave Lord Raymond a circumfflan^ 
tial account of his interview with the Earl,, his fa-- 
ther ; the method of revenge which, had. 6epp fug- 
gefted by his refentment for the cold and unfriend* 
ly reception, he had met with, an4 finallyy-^with his- 
firm opinion, that the Earl had employed fome oS 
bis emiilarieS: to carry off £Lofina». 

" To be fui«,.(addfed he) I had high fiin with: 
die two pompous old. Grecians ! and it would have: 
made a.dog Ikugh to fee how Don Choleric-*-the 
Duke of what d'ye cali'im,, briftled up like a por- 
cupine, when I abufedhis daughter, to his face,«and 
told him it was from you I got the fine defcription 
L s off 
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of her J but even fun may be bought too dear ! 
It runs ftrangcly in my head, that the poor girl has 
been .murdered by the villainous dogs your father 
fentto carry her away—- for you know none but 
itillainoufi dogs would be concerned in fuch an un* 
dertaking ^ and if that's the cafe, die fooner I get 
out of the world the better, for I (hould fancy tfiat 
her ixmocent blood cried out againft me wherever 
I went i, and I fhould be fo h^uated night and day 
with my own evil confcience,^ that it would be a 
charity for any one to tie a ftone about my neck, 
gnd throw me intathe firft horfe-pond that was to 
be met with.**^ 

Though Richardls eloquence was not in genefal 
much calculated to excite the pailions of terror and 
pity, or indeed any paffion^ except that of laughter^ 
the efFci^ it now produced on his auditors, was 
ftriking i in Lewis it in(pired bdignation, horror, 
pity and (blieitude; Lord Raymond's compaffioti 
was alfo awakened, but it was furpaiTed by his re- 
ientment and aftonifhment at an eclairciilement 
which carried the £ime conviction tq his mind it 
had already brought to Richard^s. His fbndne($ 
for Roiina had ftill baffled every attempt to fubdue 
it;, and as he could not fuppofe, with Richard, that 
-bi$ &Uier bad proceeded to fuch extremity, as to 

authorize 
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authorise any attempt againft her liftt die hope> , 
which had fo long Iain dormant, began to reviTe ia 
his bofora* 



CHAP., xxir.. 



S^IltiTUAt CONSGLATIOK^. 



■■ M p ■ t A ffeftienate in look: 
And tender in addref?, as well becomes . 
A meflenger of peace to guilty man* 

COWPBR^. 



"P 



OOR RofinaP' faid LewiSt Whilft tfar 
tears ftarted from his eyes*. 



<< Aye indeed, poor Rofina I (echoed Richard) 
and now that all's laid and done, parfon Lewis, tell. 
God's truth and ihame the devUi i^ter this repro*. 
1/6. hatfit 
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bate prank that I have been guilty of, do y^ii think 
there is any chance for me in the other world.^ 

^ God forUd I Eboold think otherwsfe, (return* 
cd Lewi^} who iball pfefumptuoufly iet bounds to 
a mercy which is boundle{s. Sinners^ not the 
xighteous are called to that repentance^ of which 
immortal felicity is the promtfed reward f and from. 
which the moA atrocious guilt excludes not the 
jseturning penitcats.. The AJmrghty, though terri** 
ble in hh vengeance, is flow to wrath^ indulgent 
to human> infirmity,, long fufiering iahis mercy/* 

'* Well, (returned Richard) I hope I may fini 
it fo/^ 

" You have na room for dd))ondency, ('replied 
Lewis) when even crimes of the deepeft dye, and 
tlie moQ; enormous magnitude, may be cancelled by/ 
the humiliation of a., broken and contrite fpirit ^ 
fliall. not your errors— errors which proceeded from 
no depravity- of heart, no predetermined malevo* 
lence, {hall they* not be pardoned by that paternal 
love,, of which the parable of the prodigal fon, a£- 
fcrds fo ftriking,, and fo pathetic a revelation.!*' 

't *^God 
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«( God fend! God fend ! ((aid Richard) but to 
tell you, the truth, what frightens me moft, is the 
appreheiifion diat I {hall be lop'd off before I have 
half time enough to repent i for from the fhock* 
ing pickle I £nd myfelf in, and the grievou$ pain I 
fufFer, I don't think I can hold out four and twenty 
hours. To be fure, if God in his mercy would let 
me live a few days longer, to work out my ialva« 
tion, and prepare myfelf for my latter end^ I might 
chance to come to^ome good." 

^ My dear young friend, (returned Lewis) you 
have fallen into a common error, fatally deftru£tivtf 
to the caufe of ptety^ that of imagining that the 
crimes and follies of a miflpent life,, may be atoned 
for by a late and precipitate repentance,, which it 
is greatly to be feared, is more frequently the off» 
^ring of terrqr, than the fruit of contrition. A 
moral, and religious life is the only true prepara-^ 
tion for death.'*' 

« If that's thecafe then, f repKcd Richard) I am 
afraid. I fland but a pityful chance ;. for I am fure 
my life has been nothing to crack of, and there is 
no good in a man's blowing himfelf up with falfe 
Bxufic*,*': 

«^LIhouIi 
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^ I Ihould be for, (returned Lewis] from wtfh-- 
ing to lull your apprehenfions into a faUe fecurity^ 
but it belongs only to the Almighty fearcher of 
hearts to eftimate the merits of men ; the degree 
of virtue he requires from them muft be propor-^ 
tioned to the talents he has committed to their 
care ; a refledion, calculated to humble the pride 
of human virtue, and the vanity of human wifdonu 
I confeTs to you, my young fciend>.when I have be«^ 
held in the ftreets, wretches whofe depravity feem- 
ed a diigrace to their Creator, and heard their lips 
pour forth the horrid language of profanenefs and^ 
impiety, like the proud Pharifee, I have lilted up. 
my heart in thankfulnefs, to the power who had% 
formed me different from fuch men i but my con*, 
tempt and indignation have been arrefted by the. 
reflexion, that had the wretches who were fi». 
greatly the obje& of my contempt and deteftationK 
been placed by his myfterious providence, in a. 
lituation fimilar to mine $ had they been blefiedy. 
like me^ with the advantages, of good example, and: 
religious education, they might have attained to a. 
degree of virtue far more perfe&than any I can lay 
claim toJ' 

«^ That's very true, (faid Richard) and I vron- 
der it never ftruck mc before. May be, if it was 

not 
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not for my old grandfather, that took it into his 
head to make a fool of me' when I was a boy, I 
might have come off* no worfe than my neigh- 
bours." 

<< His weak partiality, (returned Lewis) was 
in all probability the fource of many of your er- 
rors." 

« Then, by that rule, (replied RTchard) it is 
his foul, and not mine, that (hould pay for the roaft 
in the other world. But for all that, whatever 
mifchief the old codger might have done me, as I 
know it was all kindly intended, I confefs to you^ 
I would rather bear the brunt myfelf, and endure 
the punifhment of my fins, however great It may 
be, than that one hair of his poor old white head 
(hould fuffer on account of tliem." 

<< The fentiment, (returned Lewis) is pious and 
grateful, and you may be afTured, my dear Rich- 
ard, that fuch difpofitions of the heart will not lofe 
their merit in the fight of him> who alone knows 
how to appreciate, and to reward them J' 

<< Then you think, (faid Richard] that I have 
as much goodne^ in the main), as fome folks who 

make. 
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make more fiifi aboaC the nutter ^ and may get t^ 
hemaafieraUr 

'-^ God forbid I ffioidd doubt ft, (iaid Lewis J 
and I bope too» that if it fhould pleafe the Al* 
mighty to ^re jour life, the deepienfe you now 
expreis of your errors, will effe^hially prevent your 
ever returning to thenu" 

«^ God knows how diat may be, {replied Rich-* 
ard) there's a wide diiFerence between the refolu>» 
tlons of a (tck man, and.tho(e of a well man i, youi 
know the proverb." 

** The devil was fick^— the devil a. monk would be ^ 
*^ Tlie devil was well— -the devil.a- monk was he.*^ 

And I remember, when my poor old grandfathes- 
u(ed to grow fick,, he'd betake himfelf to his prayer^ 
book, fend £^ the parfon, and fall' to praying with^ 
all his might and main y, and. nothing was to go^ 
forwards in the family but praying and preaching>s 
and pfalmi-finging. But this happened him fo of-^ 
ten, that at laft,. thinking it was nothing but a falfe 
alarm, the prayer-book,was returned to its fhelf ^ 
the parfon> when he came, inftead of being clap- 
ped down on his marrow-bones,^ was fct up at the- 
& hackff^ 
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back-gammon table ; and egad, this was the work 
they were at when he went off one evening, little 
dreaming how foon he was to be gammon'd out 
and out, poor old foul !'' 

^< Such inftances occur frequently," (aid Lewis* 

" And for that reafon, (continued Richard) if 
with your good affiftance, I could get myfelf any 
way at all fit to die, I think it would be better fof 
me to have the job over now, than to have it to do 
another time, when I might be caught napping 
like old grandad, and taken more unawares ; for to 
tell you the truth, Tm horribly afraid that I ihould 
£dl to hankering after my old courfes, if I was ta 
Tccover." 

Lewis, who (aw much of the human heart delU 
neated in thefe coarfe (ketches, thought the coa« 
Jedure a very probable one. 

The converfation was interrupted by the arrival 
of Mr. Stanton, who fent Gryffith to enquire 
whether Richard was at leifure to receive hinu 
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CHAP. XXIIL 



&AIT WILL AKt> TESTAMENT OF THE IZTTIK 
CROOKBACK* 

LORD Raymondi who, during the foregoing 
converiktion^ had fet, loft in bis own medita-* 
tions, judged this a proper opportunity to malce hi# 
efcapet 

^ As I know, my dear Richard, (fiud he, ap« 
proaching the bed and taking his hand J that in your 
prefent fituation, when you are no lefs agitated by 
mental inquietude, than tortured by bodily fuiFer- 
ings, nothing can fo greatly contribute to the rq-' 
covery rf your health, as the reftoration of your 
peace of mind ; I will not lofe an inftant in endea* 
vouring to remove the caufe of your diftrefs ; and 
if^ as you iipagine, and I am myfelf fomewhat in* 

clined 



clined to fufpeA, my father has. been accefiary to 
the concealment qF Rofina, you may be alTured 
that the effectual exertions I (hall employ, will 
(hordy procure her enlsurg^ment.'* 

<( God fend ! God fend ! (faid Richard) that 
would be taking a grievous weight off my con- 
(cience ; and fo I beg that you will not ftand here 
any longer making your fine bsuangues^ when you 
may employ your time to fo much better purpofe. 
All I defire is, that as foon as you find any thing 
put, you'll let me know it, for I (hall be as mi(e» 
fable Until I hear from you, as tf I was fitting 
broiling on a hot gridiron." 

Lord Raymond promifed an ex3& compliance 
wldi his requeft, and haftily departed, * As he 
quitted the room Mr. Stanton entered it. 

' ^ So, my worthy mafter, (faid Richard, reach* 
ing out his hand to him as foon as he faw him) 
you are come to look after your little crooked difo 
dple-p^and a fine condition you find him in, with 
his fiefli pounded to a jelly, and his bones (battered 
to fritters ! ah, it was all my own fault 1 this would 
not have happened me, if I had rode Bet Bouncer | 
poor flut, [ (ball never crofs thee again ! but as 

the 
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the devil would have it, old Slug flood ready (ad- 
dled in the ftable, and ofF I fcampered like wild- 
fire, without either boot or fpur. Aye, it's always 
the cafe ! the more hafte, the word (peed— but 
it is in vain to cry for fpilled milk !" 

A phyfician and furgeon whom Lewis had en- 
gaged to come from London, when he firft re- 
ceived intelligence of Richard's accident, now ar- 
rived at the inn ; and after the nccefTary examina- 
tion, and the ufual confultation, they perfedly 
agreed in the firft furgeon*s opinion, that nothing 
but the amputation of the limb, could poffibly iavc 
the life.of the patient. 

. Richard, after fome preparation, was made ac* 
quainted with this decifioUf which he lifiened to 
with great philofophy. 

» No, (faid he) Pm not fo fond of life, Hiatl 
would purchafe it on fuch terms. A pretty devil 
they'd make of me, to fend me hopping through the 
world on one leg, like a lame magpye 1 my carca& 
is bad enough already, without fuffering it to be 
mutilated at that rate ; and if you think there is no 
fin in it, parfon Lewis, why, in God's name, I will 

lel 
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let myfelf die quietly, witbouc ftrtving againft the 
ftrcanu" 

Lewis, who thought Richard had an undoubted 
right to judge for himfelf in this important con« 
cern, ufed no argument to diiTuade him from a refo* 
lution, which he fecretly applauded; and Richard, 
refolved to meet his fate, prepared for it with great 
reflgnation ; and his two worthy friends faid every 
thing that benevolence could fuggeft, or piety could 
di<Ebite, to confole him under his misfortune, and 
to infpire him with difpofition^ fuitable to the aw- 
ful revolution that awaited him. After fometime 
he entreated them to leave him alone, and calling 
Gryffith to him, he defired him to bring pen, ink 
and paper, and a£b as his fecretary, whilft he die* 
tated the following letter to his mother. 

My dear mother. 

Before this letter comes to hand, you will receive 
a fad account of me ! after all your care, and 
trouble and kindnefs. I have made a terrible fift 
of myfelf at laft. My heart bleeds to think of the 
uneafinefs I have given you, who were always the 
beft of mothers ; and my tears, which have not fal* 
len thefe three years, are running as fail as hops 

down 
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down my cheeks, to think of the afflt^ion thiat 
you and my dear iifters will fufFer, when you hear 
of my unlucky and untimely end. But, my dear 
mother and fitters, don't fret yourfelves on that ac- 
count, for as I have fome hope of getting to hea*^ 
ven through God's mercy, and the good affiftance 
of parfon Lewis, I proteft to you, I am as well 
contented tp die, as ever I was to eat my fupper 
when I was~ hungry } and all that I have now to 
grieve for, is, becaufe of the trouble you will feel 
for me, and that I did't fpend my life to better 
purpofe when I had it; for, you know, as God 
fent us into this world to become better in it, and 
if, inftead of that, we grow like fmall beer in fum* 
mer, from bad to worfe, (as folks are very apt to 
do, and which was very likely to be my cafe) you 
know the fooner we get out of it, the. lefs fin we 
(hall have to anfwer for ; and Lord knows, I have 
enough on my poor foul already ! (but it is ajong 
ftory, and parfon Lewis will tell you all about it) 
and moreover, after the terrible pranks I have, been . 
guilty of, and the mifchief I have done, I could 
never think of opening my mouth in the way oC 
laughing, or making game, as long.as I lived ; an4 
to live in this world without a little fun to keepi 
up one's fpirits, would be as dull a piece of bufi- 
nefs as a man need defire. ^ . , 

3 Parfon 
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Parfon Lewis, as I faid before, will tell you all 
fxiy misfortunes ; and only that ihe is a^ gentle-* 
woman, as I find, and does not want a compliment 
of the kind from any body, I would, beg of you, 
my clear mother, to mak^ her a handfome ^refent 
out of my fortune that will fall to you; befides, a 
few hundred pounds could be but a paltry recom- 
penfe to a poor young woman that has been un*> 
done, as I have undone her ! 

I know that by my grandfather's will, you will 
have the difpofal of ^1 ttie money he left me, and I 
beg you will give the largett (hare of it to my 
ftfters, becaufe my brother has fortune enough al- 
ready, and I am fure he won't grudge it to them,t 
and it was always my intention to add a thoufand, 
pound a piece to their fortunes, a^ foon as I came 
of age. 

I-have rfeceivcd many kindnefles and obligations 
from Mr. Stanton, and I beg^ou will make him a 
prefent of two hundred pounds, in token ofgrati* 
tude for the fame ; and alfo the like fum to parfon 
Lewis, both on account of the kindnefe I bear him, 
and becaufe I have heretofore been guilty of crack* 
ing many profane and reprobate )efts upon the 
clergy. 

I beg 
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I beg my dear fifter Sophia will keep my chefnut 
iiliy, Gralshopper) for her own ufe; and I leave my 
bay poney. Cricket^ to my fifter Lucy, becaufe (he 
is a more timorous horfewoman. I defire that Bet 
Bouncer may be taken fpecial care of for my bro- 
ther Charles $ and I beg my dear mother, out of 
the great love you have always borne to me, that 
you will keep poor old Peg Frantum, my brood 
mare, as long as (he lives, and get her fed with 
good maihes night and morning, becaufe ihe's paft 
her labour, and has never a tooth in her head. 

. I have many, other requefts to make you, in re- 
gard to my horfes and hounds, and other move* 
ables, that I would have (bared among my old play- 
mates and companions, but Gryffith will tell you 
about thefe matters by word of mouth ; and I only 
defire that ypu will fettle him, the faid Gryffith, 
in a little farm, and give him fifty pounds to ftock 
it,, becaufe I have always found him a true and 
faithful fervant; andUikewife that Lord Raymond 
mayn't get fo much as a cur that belonged to me; 
and I don't fay this out of any- malice or refent- 
ment, but becaufe I know he in no wife deferves it ; 
and you may remember he ufed to have a great han- 
kering after my briiidled bitch, Tygrcfs. 

And 
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And alfo in regard to my funeral, I beg, that in- 
ftead of making any pother about the matter, you 
may get me put down in the ground any how, suid 
let the money be given in charity. 

And now, my dear mother, having fettled all my 
temporal concerns, for a (hort horfe is foon curried, 
and finding myfelf growing faint and weak, I will 
take my leave of you, praying to God to blefs you, 
and make you as happy in your other children, as 
you have been unfortunate in 

Your afFeSionate, 

though heretofore undutiful Ion, 

Richard Evelyk. 

I would defire your prayers, only that I know 
they would come too late to do me any fervice. 

This letter concluded, Richard deilred he might 
be left to his repofe, but the idea of the injury he 
had undefignedly done Rolina, haunted his imagi- 
nation, and in the evening he entreated Lewis 
would go to London, find Lord Raymond, and if 
poffible bring him fome information relative to the 

Vol. V. K rcfult 
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refiilt of his enquiries ; and Lewis, whore rolicitade 
in refpe6l to the fate of Rofina, was nearly equal t« 
his owoi very joyfully accepted the comroiffion. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



LORD Raymond, meantime, had hurried to 
London, and flying diredly to his noble fa- 
ther, informed him, without preparation or cere- 
mony, diat he had received certain information of 
his having carried ofFRofma ; inveighed with great 
bittemefi s^inft thtf duplicity of his condu£k, and 
infifled on being immediately made acquainted 
with the place of her concealment. 

The Earl, who naturally concludecj that fome of 

Us aocomplices had betrayed him. to Lor^ Ray* 

monds in the vi^w of extorting from him « reward, 

imagined denial to be vain, and haughtily ticknow- 

5 ledged 
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iedged the juftice of the accufation, but refufed to 
throw any lights on Rofina's prefent fituation ; 
and with much acrimony recriminated oh the mean- 
nefs of fpirit, and difobedient contempt of his au- 
thority, which had neceffitated him to embrace fo 
difagreeable a meafure. This retort produced an 
explanation : Lord Raymond very eafily excul- ^ 
pated himfelf from the charges of meannefs of fpi* 
rit, and diibbedience, by candidly confeffing the 
nature of his views on Roflna, and pointing out to 
him the origin of his error in the malevolence of 
the little Crookback; and this indulgent father, 
for the firft time, felt remorfe for the injury he had 
occafioned, not to the poor devoted Rofina, but to 
his fon, in depriving him of the folace of fo amia- 
ble a companion ; for he thought it perfedly reafon* 
able, that he (hould be indulged in every gratlfica** 
tion that interfered not with his engagements to 
Lady Elinor. With many indications of die deep* 
eft compunction and regret, he apologized to Lord 
Raymond for the error he had been led into, and 
added, with much vexation, that he feared the evil 
admitted not of reparation, as he had fome reafon 
to fuppofe that Rofina was, 'ere then, the wife of 
Tudor. 

K 2 « The 
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** The wife of Tudor, (exclaimed Lord Ray- 
mond) is he then the worthy rival to whom my 
happinefs has been facrificed ? the wretch whom 
you have brought forward into life, and who owes 
what little confequence he may poffefe, to the no- 
tice of diis family !" 

«* Moderate your tranfports, my dear Raymond, 
({aid the Earl) perhaps he is not yet married— I 
never heard he was ; — or, even at the worft^ why 
fliould you defpair of becoming his rival in your 
turn?" 

" I fliould think myfelf degraded by fuch a com- 
petition ;- (returned Lord Raymond difdainfuily) 
but how did (he fall into his power ? by what means 
could he form fuch a connexion." 

The Earl gratified his Lordihip*$ curiofity with 
an authentic and circumftantial account of all his 
proceedings, as already related, to which he liften- 
ed with much vexation andbitternefs of fpirit. 

«^ Married to Rofina ! (cried he, when the Earl 
had concluded) no, it is impoffibie : her high fpi- 
rit would not (loop to a connexion, formed under 
fuch circumftances : and the wonun by whom I 

have 
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hav^ been fo lately befoved, could never bend her 
afFe(Slior)s to fuch an obje£l as Tudor. But he de« 
tains her in his power — it is enough — ^I {hall find 
means to force him to reftore her !" 

The Earl, apprehenfive of the effedls of his re« 
fcntment, ufed all his eloquence to vanquifh it ; he 
entreated him to leave the conduct of the affair to 
bimfelf, aiTuring him that, as it was moft probable 
that Tudor was not yet married to Roiina, he en- 
tertained not the flighteft doubt of being able to 
prevail on him to give her up ; and, in conclu(ion» . 
entreated his Lordlbip would neither attempt to (ee 
Tudor, nor have recourfe to any violent meafur^ 
which would only retard the bufinefs it was de« 
ftgned to facilitate. - 

To fpare himfelf the trouble and confufion of;f^ 
perfonal explanation, on fo difagreeable a fubjefl, 
the Earl determined to Write to Tudor, unfold to 
him the difficulties of his fituationy ' reveal the dif* , 
covery he had made, of the emptinefs of his alarms 
in relation to Lord Raymond's intended union .^itb 
Roiina, and peremptorily infift on her being re*» 
ftored; with many profeffions of obligation, .and, i 
promifes of recompence, if he complied with this 
K 3 requifition. 
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requifition, and threats of eternal difpleafure, and 
utter forfeiture of his future favour, and retraSion, 
as far as it lay in his power, of his pad benefits, 
if he refufed fuch compliance. 

He difpatched this letter, no way dubious of it's 
fuccefs; for he blindly imputed to the minds of 
others, the charaderiftic vices of his own. He 
greatly prided himfelf on the addrefs with uriiicfa, 
on a recent occaiion, he had bribed Tudor to rid 
him of Rofina, by confenting to marry her him* 
felf ; and he imagined that the fame motives of in- 
tereft which had, as he fuppofed, induced him to 
receive that claim, would operate as powerfully in 
perfuading him to refign it. He was, however, 
fomewhat furprifed and difappointed, at receiving, 
on the return of his mefTenger, the following an- 
fwer to his elaborate epiftle. 



My Lord, 

As I am unwilling to believe that you infult 
fne intentionally, I will no farther reply to your 
letter, than abfolute neceiSty requires. You may 
Tecolle<5i, that though on many occadons I have 
SL&ed as your agent, on one alone I condefcended 

to 
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to be your tool ; on one alone, influenced by your 
Lordfhip's rhetoric and example, I was weak 
enough to ftep afide from the broad road of inte« 
grity, into a little, dirty, winding way of cunning 
and deceit;. and 1 found the pafiage -fo difficult 
and painful, that I refolved never to expofe myfelf 
to fimilar inconvenience, by a fubfequent devia- 
tion. 

I have been faithful to the tnift repofed in me ; 
your aim was accomplifhed, and my engagements 
have been fulfilled. You made me the arbiter of 
Mifs Mortimer's deftlny j I have diTpofed of it in 
the manner beft calculated to enfure her happinefs 
and my own j and compliance with the requifi- 
tion contained in your letter, is as little in my 
power, as it is in my inclination : and if this re- 
je£lion draws after it the alienation of your Lord- 
fhip's fevour, I (hall endeavour to fubmit with 
Chriftian patience, to the misfortune ; and as I 
fliall fuffer in the caufe of honefty, like a true 
martyr, I fhall efteem the perfecution glo^ 
rious. 

I am, my Lord, &9. 

H£NRY Tudor, 
K4 As 
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As Lord Raymond was once fo deeply and ten* 
derly interefted in the fate of 'Mifs Mortimer, it 
will doubtle(s gratify his benevolence to be in* 
formed, that another man has found the fecret of 
making her as happy as his Lord(bip once con* 
ttived to leadir her miferablet 
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C HAP. XXV. 



BLOODSHED AND BATTERY. 



" OO, (faid the Earl, when he had pcrufed diis 
O letter,) Tudor is -refraftory, 1 think: the 
fellow is infatiable in his rapacity. Lwas obliged 
to give him. one bribe to induce him to take the 
girl, and he will now infift on another before he 
confents to refign her. I muft talk with him my- 
felf, and bring him to reafon: an open rupture 
muft be avoided at all events : the circumftances . 
of the affair wo'n't fo well bear public animad- 
verfion ; and (hould it be reported to the -Duke 
and Lady Elinor, it would give a decifive blow 
to all our negotiations. But leave the manage- 
ment of the matter entirely to my prudence, and 
depend on receiving a iatisfia£tory account of it.'* 
K 5 But 
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But the jealous rage which rankled in the brcaft 
of Lord Raymond, and which was confiderably 
augmented by Tudor's letter, particularly by the 
fcrcafm thrown out in the poftfcript, was too pre- 
valent to yield to the prudential motives of his 
fether. Not choofing, however, to alarm him by 
an open avowal of his intentions, he diffembled his 
rcfentment: and, faying coldly that he believed his 
Lordlhip was in the right, he pretended bufinefs, 
and left him. 

He flew immediately to Tudor's houfe, and 
found him at home. Such a converfation enfued 
as might have been cxpefted from Lord Ray- 
mond's frame of temper, and the fentiments of 
mutual diflike which prevailed at the interview. 
Lord Raymond affeiled to treat Tudor with the 
difdain of a fuperior, reproached him with received 
obligation, and in the moft authoritative tone re- 
quired him to refign Rofma. Tudor, in return, 
repreflid neither the refentment excited by this 
contumelious treatment, nor the fentiments of 
contempt which he had long felt for the principles 
and praflice of his Lordfliip. 

« 1 am reproached (faid he) with the obligations 
conferred on me by your family. In what confitts 

thefe 
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thefe obligations ? Would, the Earl have emfdoyed 
me in the condud of his affairs, could fae have 
found another perfon more punctual in attention, 
or more diligent in difpatch ? You cannot fuppofe 
it. If 1 engaged in his fervice, was it for the 
barren honour that fuch a commiffion conferred 
on me? Certainly hot. If I have received the 
compenfation of my labour^ is not the labourer 
worthy of his hire ? And if his Lordihip chcfe to 
recompenfe me with his intereft, father than witii 
his money, he had doubtlefs his own prudential 
motives for the preference. In fine, my Lord» 
to put a period to a converfation which has already 
lafte(jl too long, 'I will neither refign Rofina,, nor 
give you any information relative to her deftiny, 
farther than that (be is herfelf perfedly iatisfied 
with it, and with, me : and were you now, in a fit 
of too late repentance, to lay your fortune at her 
feet, fhe would fpurn your offered alliance with 
the fcorn which your bafely diCbonourable defigna 
on her have merited*** 

Lord Raymond), incenfed paft patience at this 
fpeech, and the insinuations it contained, loaded 
Tudor with the moft opprobrious and menacing 
lai^w^e, whick he retorted with fevei^ and point-^ 
ed recriminatioo* The iffTue of this interview twaa 
K 6 fuch 
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fuch as might have been imagined, an appointment 
in Hyde-Park at an earl^ hour nekt morning. 

In the evening Lewis anrived in town, and 
waited on Lord Raymond, who acquainted him, 
with great cofnpofure, that he had as yet been able 
to difcover nothing more than that Rliona was in 
a place of (afety; and added, that by ten next 
morning he hoped he fliould be able to gratify 
him with more certain intelligence. Lewis, little 
iatisfied with this information, retired with a re^ 
folution of waiting to fee what the enfuing mornr 
ing might produce, both for Richard's (atisfii^on 
and his own. 

Tudor, meantime, fet about the arrangement 
of his affairs, in preparation for the awful event 
which might probably take place on the following 
day, and endeavoured to bani(h the reflexion 
which reproached his guilty raihnefs, and to ftifle 
the remorfe which would have difarmed his ferap 
city. In this avocation he was interrupted by the 
receipt of Roiina*s letter. 

^ Yes,'' cried he, repeating aloud die latter 
fentence of the letter,— -^ may thofe virtues be 
crowned with immortal honour and felicity in that 

blefled 
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blefled region, where, I truft, you will one day 
meet your Rofina.' — ^< Yes, Roflna, I will meet 
you there, and fooner, perhaps, than you expert 
to fee me ! But what do' 1 (ay,— 4hat we fhall 
meet ! O, vain prefumption ! far diftant muft be 
the fphere congenial with thy fpirit, beft and love- 
lieft of human creatures ! a virgin iaint, a martyr 
to honour! far diftant muft be thy future refidence 
from that of the guilty wretch, who rufiies^ with 
rebellious violence, into the prefence of an of- 
fended and avenging God !" 

His foliloquies were interrupted by the return 
of the fervant whom he had fent to charge his 
piftols. He ftiuddered at the view of thefe fatal 
weapons; but the unconquerable prejudices he had 
imbibed in the world, foon recovered their per- 
nicious influence. Stimulated, not by the thirft 
of vengeance, but the fear of fhame, he determined 
to ru(h onwards, and to drown the murmurs of 
confcience in the tide of diffipation, he refolved to 
pafs the night with a fet of choice fpirits of his 
acquaintance, whofe requeft to this purpofe he had 
before refufed. 

In this fociety he felt himfelf diftradled, rather 
than relieved: the lights dazzled his eyes; the 

peab 
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pealsf of laughter refounded in his ears ; but the 
pleafantry chat excited them reached not bis ap- 
prehenfion ; and the wine, though ic difEpated his 
ideaS) neither drowned the fenle of horror that 
fliuddered in his blood, nor quenched the remorfe 
that rankled in his bofom. At the firfl dawn of 
light he fought the appointed place with one of 
bis aflociates, whom he had engaged for his fe- 
condi and they awaited not long the arrival of 
Lord Raymond. 

The ceremonies were foon adjufted : but one 
Ibot was exchanged : Tudor received a wound in 
his left arm; but his own more-f«ital ball feemed 
to pafs through the head of hts antagonift, and he 
fell lifelefs on the earth • Tudor, though covered 
with his own blood, was the flril to fly to Lord 
Raymond's affiftance. 

His Lordfhip, ever attentive to his own fafety> 
had provided himfelf with a furgeon; and this 
perfon, on examining the wound, found that the 
ball had gone ^through the jaw bone, which it had 
fraftured dreadfully, and forced itfslf a paflage 
under the car. 

The 
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The blood was ftaunched, and Lord Raymond 
w*as put into his carriage, which attended, and 
conveyed to his own hnufe, where he was followed 
by Tudor, who Teemed infenfible to his own dan- 
ger, and deaf to the remonflrances of his fecond. 
Here they found Lewis waiting to fee Lt>rd Ray- 
mond. In the general conftcrnation they all at- 
tended him to his chamber. When the wound 
was dreffed, he opened his eyes, and perceived 
Tudor hanging over him; and though the na- 
ture of his hurt deprived him of the power of 
articulation, he turned them from him with a 
rage and horror, that fufficiently indicated his 
feelings. 

" I read your averfion to me in your coun- 
tenance, (faid Tudor;) but you abhor n^c not 
more than I abhor myfelf, than I execrate the 
pride and obftinacy which yefterday refufed you 
the explanation you required of me.- Accept it 
now. Rofma is fafe. I loved her; but (he re- 
jecSted my tendernefs. Her happinefs was more 
dear to me than fortune, fame, or favour: I re- 
leafed her from captivity, and reftored her to her ' 
friends/* 



To 
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To all but Lord' Raymond and Lewis this ad- 
drefs was an enigma. The former liftened widi 
fome fymptoms of fatisfaAion, and the latter 
heard it with delighted attention and aftonifh- 
ment. 

As it was known that meflengers had been dif- 
patched to apprize the Earl of his fon's fituation, 
Tudor's friend became extremely apprehenfive, 
left this incenfed father, in the firft tranfpbrts of 
his indignation, ihould have him immediately ar- 
retted, and earneftly folicited him to provide for 
his fafety by flight ; and his entreaties and remon- 
ftrances were fo warmly feconded by Lord Ray- 
mond's friend and the furgeon, that he was at 
length perfuaded to yield to them. But Lewis, 
though an utter ftranger to him^* was too deeply 
interefted in the fete of Rofina, to fuffer him to 
depart, without obtaining fome farther informa:tion 
in refpe^l to her. 

« Forgive the liberty I take, (faid he, as he 
followed him down ftairs:} my name is J/ewis. 
I knew Roflna; I efteemed her worth; I lamented 
her misfortunes." 

cc I havcj 
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• *« I have heard her mention you, (replied Tu- 
dof) haftily turning to him,) and with regard. 
You arc my countryman. Come with me." 

Lewis accepted the invitation, and got with 
Tudor and hit friend Into the carriage that waited 
for them I and at it drove rapidly to Tudor's 
boufe, he gave Lewis a very brief account of the 
meant by which Roiina had fiillen into hit power, 
and received from him, in return, a detail of the 
circuHEiftancei which had revealed the traniadion 
to Lord Raymond's knowledge. 



...«^.«i t~«..^. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

THI UTTtB C&OOKBACR MAKBI HIS tXIT. 



Le rtnard menra dans fa peaii. 

TUDOR cxpreffed his defign of inftantly tak- 
ing the road to Dover, and on his arrival 
at his own houfe j Lewis, impatient to commu- 
nicate the joyful intelligence be had received to 
Richard, parted from him with many fincere and 
ardent wiflies for his happinefs. 

Tudor went to his apartment, in the intention 
of providing h.nifelf with money for his journey. 

^ On 



R O S I N A. an 

On his bureau he found Rolina's letter, which he ' 
read once more. 

*« And why dire£i; my flight to Frarxe ! (faid 
hei) Why not to Ireland, where friend(hip and 
humanity folicit my prefence^ where I may yet 
refiore Ro&na to life and bappinefi I" 

The defign was no fooner conceived than em* 
braced. Concealing from every one but the friend 
who had been the companion of his adventure, and 
who ftiii remained with bimt the true place of hi$ 
deftination, he directed his route to Ireland, and 
had no fooner fet his foot on the. Hibernian (hore, 
than, ih the ardour 6f his folicitude for Roiina's 
prefervation, be had flown to the houfe of Mrs» 
Fitzofborne./ ., 

Lewis, meantime, had no fooner parted from 
Tudor, than be had fet out on his return to Ri- 
chard, who, though now almoft exhaufted, ftill 
continued to labour under equal anxiety^ on Ro* 
fina's account Lewis, confcious that his little 
friend pofTeflTed not that delicacy of feeling which 
requires to be treated widi much gentlenefs or 
circuirfpedion, acquainted him Amply with the 
f:ircumftances which had occurred fmce their fe- 

paration> 



SIS R O S I N A. 

'paration, and the information he had received from 
Tudor. 

«* God blefs that noble Welfliinan, whoever he 
is, (cried Richard,) and fpeed him on his journey! 
1 would give half of the few remiining hours I 
have to live, to have the {siXishStion of giving him 
one hearty (hake by the hand : and I beg, Parfon 
Lewis, that you will tell my mother that I charge 
her on my death-bed, to fend him Nimrod and 
Bobadil, my two beft hunters ; and he (hould have 
Bet Bouncer herfelf, only I have promifed her to 
my brodier ; for if any man in England deferves 
to be well mounted, he docs; Poor little Rofy I 
So Ihe has got home fafe and found at laft ! God 
^ be prailed, and the devil thanb his Liordfliip ! 
But he has been paid for his tricks at laft, and 
the devil mend him. To be fure, Ifhouldhave- 
been forry he had been killed outright ; but as to 
his remaining a little or fo chop^fall^n for the reft 
of bis life, why it will only put a fpoke in his 
wheel, fpoil his kn^ck at Jpeechifying^ and prevent 
him from taking folks in, and making cats' paws 
of them, with his French compliments* Aye, it*s 
all for the beft ; only it is not fo well that Square- 
toes fhould come oft" fcot-free. I wifli with all 
my heart our brave taiFy had contrived to depofit 

another 
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another of his leaden pills in the old curmudgeon's 
muzzle." 

" In the misfortune of his fon, (replied Lewis,) 
he will find a fuificient punifliment. Befides, my 
dear Richard, I am afraid this exultation in the 
calamities of thofe who have offended you, is little 
confident with that fpirit of chriftian charity 
which you ought fo peculiarly to cherifh at this 
feafon/' 

'* Nay, (returned Richard,) as to that matter, 
there's no preaching people out of their (even 
fenfes. If I faid what I faid of the ftingy old. 
hunks, it was not out of any fpite I bear him, as 
ill as he treated me; but juftice is jufticej 
and it's no rule, that, becaufe I am going out of 
the world myfejf, I fliould not wife a halter to a 
knave that deferves it; But I feel myfelf quite 
worn out, Parfon Lewis ; come kneel down, and 
fay a few prayers for me. I thought your good 
news had brought me to life again ; but I £m like 
a fnuff of candle, in one minute, and out the 
next. Aye, I feall foon b^ extinguifeed for good 
and all 1" 

Richard's 
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Richard*$ predidion was accompliihed the fame 
night at twelve o'clock. Lewis fent off his re- 
maias to be depoHted in the family burial-place, 
and witfi a heavy heart took the road to Wales, 
whither his letters had already conveyed to Mrs. 
£velyn the intelligence of her fon's misfortune. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

POETICAL JUSTICE ADMINISTERED. 

MRS. FITZOSBORNE and her fon liften- 
ed with aftoniihmeat to Tudor's relation, 
and applauded his prudence in concealing Richard's 
unhappy accident, and his own duel with Lord 
Raymond, from Roftna. They perfuaded him to 
retire early to reft; and when he quitted them^ 
they returned to Rofina's apartment, where a fcene 
took place beyond defcription tender and affeSing. 
Rofina received with tears of iilent fenfibility the 
endearing congratulations and fond carefles of her 

lover 
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lover and her friend, and only found her utterance 
to fpeak of Tudor. Fitzoiborne, whofe jealous 
anxieties were now loft in a happy fecurity, joined 
in his praife with a generous enthufiafm ; and they 
fpent the greateft part of thq night in concerting 
meafures to recompenfe him for the facrifices he 
had made, and repair his fortune without offending 
his delicacy. 

^^ I would fain fix him here amongft uS) (fsud 
Fitzofbome ;} but I know a fpirit fuch as his 
would fpurn at the offer of pecuniary aiSiftance, 
and I have no intereft at court to procure him an 
e(labli{hment,ruitable to his merit." 

" Nor ever will, (returned Mrs. Fitzofborne,) 
until you change your political principles: but 
money properly applied may anfwer the lame pur* 
pofe; you (hall purchafe a place for this noble 
Welihman, and perfuade him you have obtained 
it by your influence." 

Fitzofborne and Rofina were delighted with this 
proje<^ : it was agreed that Tudor fhould be in- 
troduced to Mr. Fitzo&ome, fenior, as a perfon 
with whom his fon had . contra£ted a friendfhip 
abroad i and it was not doubted, that that gen- 
tleman's 
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tlenian*s credit and exertions might greatly con- 
tribute to facilitate the plan they had meditated ; 
though it would be neceflary to keep him in utter 
ignorance of the fource the purchafe-money was 
to proceed from. 

Lady Bell Beauchamp was next"* day informed 
of the events which had occurred, and invited to 
participate in the happinefs of the friends in whofe 
afflidions fbe had §6 generoufly fympathized. She 
was introduced to Tudor ; and the fimilar gene- 
rofity of their minds gave birth to the moft lively 
fentiments of mutual efteem and admiration. 

Auftin was not forgotten in this general joy ; 
he was fummoned from Belle-vue to partake erf 
It, and received by Fitzolborne and Rofiiia with 
the affedlion of children. They feated him be- 
tween them, and Fitzofborne acquainted him with 
their intended union. 

" Lord be praifed! (cried Auftin,) Lord be 
praifed ! Did I ever think to fee fuch a joyful 
day as this, when we were in that pitiful bit of a 
cabin, as a body may call it, a-toiling and moiling, 
and could hardly keep th^ wolf from die door/' 

« Well, 
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« Well, my dear Auftin, (faid Rofina,) you 
are no longer angry with me for not confenting 
to marry Sir Gregory. You will acknowledge £ 
have made a better choice," 

'* O, don't fay no more on that head, (cried 
Auflin.) You know I was not a fortune-teller 
to forefee what was to come to pafs. Not that 
Sir Gregory is to be named on the fame day with 
his honour; but then, as we were in fuch aihabby 
fort of condition like, and he being a clever portly 
gentleman, and talking me up, as he did, with his 
fine houfes and furniture^ and the ladies that were 
in love with him, and all the money he had, and 
how daintily ^you were to be fed and cloathed, and 
all to that, why it was no great wonder that I ^ 
fhould, in a manner, cotton to him a little or fo i 
and I hope, (turning to Fitzofborne) that your 
honour ben't angry with me for fo doing, and 
likewife TS^ik Rofina, for Vm fure if I had know'd 
that you had any hankering after one another, it 
would have been the leaft of my thoughts to go 
for to put between you in any (hape in life,** 

Fitzofborne, after aflfuring the good old man of 
his perfeft forgivenefe, acquainted him with Ro« 
iina's refolution of fettling a hundred a-year upon 
• Vol. V. L him 
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him for the remainder of his life, and confulted his 
inclinations in refpetSt to his future refidence. But 
Auftin protefted that he had no higher ambition 
than to be continued in bis prefent employment at 
fielle-vue, and permkted to fpend the reft of his 
life there, where he Ihould fee them oftener than 
in any other place. 

" And who knows (added he) but it may pleafc 
the Lord to profper your honour's undertakings, 
and I may nurfe your children on my knees, as I 
ufed to nurfe my noble mafter, Captain Morti- 
mer's. Ah, if he .was alive at this day !'* 

When Mr. Fitzofborne, fenior, was informed 
by his fon of his engagement v/ith Roiina, he 
coldly aflented to a meafure which he Was con- 
fcious he wanted influence to prevent. And, as 
the life of more than ufual hurry anddiffipation he 
had for fome time led, had confiderably impaired 
his conftitution, he declared his intention of paf- 
fing the remainder of the winter, and the'enfuing 
fpring, in the fouth of France j a plan to which 
young Fitzofborne offered no oppofition^ though 
he regarded it as rather originating in his father's 
dcfire of avoiding to witnefs an alliance that was 
^ 5 dif. 
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Jiiagreeable, than in any benefit he hoped to derive 
from it to his health. 

Tiidor, meantime, had received letters from 
London, which brought him intelligence, that, 
though Lord Raymond's life was out of danger, 
the coniequences of their duel had been very fatal, 
as his jaw-bone had been (battered in fuch a man* 
ner, as not only extremely to injure his appear- 
ance, but, which he efteemed a much heavier ca- 
lamity, by greatly afFeding his articulation, to 
deprive him of that bewitching eloquence, and 
thofe powerful arts of perfuafion, on which he fo 
highly valued himfelf, and which were the foun- 
dation to his magnificent expe£lations of future 
influence and greatnefs. 

As Rofina's fpirits were now judged ftrong 
enough to bear the relation, (he was made ac- 
quainted with the circumftances, of which, on 
Tudor's arrival, it had been thought necefTary to 
keep her ignorant. The unhappy cataftrophe of 
poor Richard coft her many tears ^ and whilfl her 
fenfibility compaiEonated the misfortune of Lord 
Raymond, (he could not but revere the juftice of 
the difpenfation that deprived him of a talent, 
which) though adapted to conduce to the nobleft 
L 2 purpofes, 
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purpokSf had by him bcea proftjtoted to the 
vUefL 

When vice». by it* unfucoefifiil febterfiiges, 
mines apit-£dl for itfelf, our ayerfioa is loft in 
the ruin that involves it* and cen^iaffioa fucceeds . 
to hatred. The (ituacion of Lord Baymood was 
now truly pitiable. His la^ adventure had put 
a final period to his hopes of an alliance with 
Lady Elinoi'. Hard as was his hearty Rpfina had 
made on it a deep impreffion ; her idesb witb thi6 
certainty of the fortune ibe was now poBk&A of^ 
and which th/e bufy tongue 6f rumour had not. 
faikd to report to his ears with aggravated fplen* 
dQMrt recurred to his memory with in^ceflant and 
unavailing regret^ and augm.ented. the bitter fen- 
iations of his bofom, already corroded by the con- 
fcipuihefs'of diminiibedcooiequen^^ey and the>ftings 
of.diiappointfi^ ambitioo. 



GBAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 



A DEATH AND BURIAL. 



WHILST Mr. Fitzofbome the elder wa^ 
making the necdiary preparations for his 
journey, and had even appointed an earjy day for 
Jkis departure^ he was Teised withap«trid fever, 
which at ihtt period raged in Dttblin With a ter- 
rifying faalignity. The event df the diforder w»5 
0ot long doubtful ; on the third day it was fatal 
to his life. Though the character of Mr. Fitti- 
o(borne had precluded that ejtcefs of forrbw, and 
tendernefs of regret^ which the recolledlion of more 
liberality of mind and gentlenefs of manners would 
haw naturally caUed forth in the bofoms of his 
wife and fon) they were both moft fenfibly^s^iScd 
at this unexpected calami^^ Mrs. Fitzofborue^ 
L 3 with 



«a» R O S I N A, 

with that generous fenfibility which is ever difpofed 
to foften and forget the ofFences of thofe who can 
offend no more, now fevcrely reproached herfelf 
with the negligence with which (he had treated, 
and the indifference which (he had felt for him, 
whofe unkind feverrty had been the fole caufe of 
her alienation. She aggravated her own foibles in 
the extenuation of his faults ; and young Fitz* 
o(borne, in the fervor of filial piety, and the ten- 
dernefs of filial forrow, forgot he had ever had 
any J and whilft Roflna fondly (ympathized in the 
afflidion of Fitzoiborne, they both ceafed to re- 
member that all their former fufferings had ori- 
ginated in the avarice and caprice of him who 
now was the object of their regret and lamenution. 

In the friendfhip and fociety of Lady Bell and 
Tudor, they found a true fource of confblatton. 
Every unreafonaUe tranfport of forrow was com<* 
bated by their good fenfe, and every returning 
gleam of pleafure was brightened by their viva- 
city. In Mr. Nettleby they found a comforter of 
a different (lamp. Mr. Fitzofborne's deadi bad 
fupplied'a new and ftriking illuftration of his fa« 
vourite dodrine of contingencies, and he failed 
not toj^enlarge on [it with his accuftomed pro- 
lixity. 
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« No wonder, (cried he, burfting one day with 
his ufual abruptnefs into Mrs. Fitzofbome's apart- 
ment, where our tittle circle fat gravely converfmg 
together,) no wonder for Job to exclaim that his 
days were fwifter than a weaver's (buttle ! for So- 
lomon, that paragon of wifdom to proclaim aloud, 
that all IS vanity and vexation ! and for righteous 
David to aflert that man walketh in a vain ibadow I 
Behold now a new inftance of the fragility of hu- 
man attainments, and the inftability of the foun- 
dations on which mankind ete& their hopes 6f 
profperity, exemplified in the fete of my hopeful 
nephew, Harry Hume ! Lady Flora, fpite of all 
the means of prevention we have had recourfe to, 
and fome of them too were of the moft expenfive 
nature, has kept her word, and departed this mor« 
tal life at three this morning. What is the loft 
that your family has recently fuftained in com- 
parifon to this which mine has fufFered ! Yet, 
you fee, I fupport this fevere calamity with be- 
coming dignity and due decorum." 

*' Ybur refignation is undoubtedly very edi- 
fying and meritorious, (faid Lady Bell,) confi- 
dering the tender afFedion you profeffed for poor 
Lady Flora whilftlhe lived." 

L 4 « I un- 
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« I undcrftand your fnecr, (returned the old 
man.) I never either felt or profeflfed any af- 
feAion for the little worthlefs reptile, and would 
iiot have cared a ru(h how foon (he h^d gone to 
the devil, fo as her property had but ftaid behind 
her. But there lies the difference between her 
death, and that of my poor dear departed friend, 
Mr. Fitzofborne, which, fo br from being any 
difadvantage to his &mily, muft in the end be a 
very confiderable faving to it, by preventing him 
from fquandering thofe heavy fums of money wluch 
were annually allotted to the purpofe of enter- 
taining and regaling a fet of riotous and reprobate 
companions, to whofe dangerous fociety and per- 
nicious guidance he latterly entirely abandoned 
himfelf, and whofe wanton revelries and luxurious 
caroufals were the prime fources of his uniimely 
deceafe. Whereas, the death of Lady Flora, in- 
fiead of beuig the flighteft emolument to her 
hufband, as in reafon and confcience it ought, 
puts it abfolutely and totally out^ of th6 power of 
any contingency or cafualty whatfoever, to veft 
in him any proportion of the lands, tenements,' 
and hereditaments, which defended to her by 
right hereditary, and which, ihe being dead, and 
confequently no longer in a capacity to, poiTefs 

them, 
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them, will now devolve on the next of kin: to 
the great diftrefs and detriment of faid hufband, 
who has nothing left to confole him for the heavy 
' mortgages with which her extravagance has loaded 
his eftate, but the barren honour of having been 
married to an earl's daughter, Yorfooth !'f 

But in the enumeration of Mr. Hume's grie- 
vances, the old gentleman bad omitted one of the 
n\oft material,— a fevere fit of the gout, by which 
himfelf had lately been attacked, and which feemed 
to|u%imife a renovationaf bis exiflesicet asd given 
him, as he himfelf expreiTed, << a new leafe of 
his life/' 



CHAP. 
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• C HAP. XXIX. 



TREATIES OP MAKRIAOB. COKCLUSZOW. 



Gay liope is theirsy by fancy ]ed> 
LeTs pleaiing when pofTeft. 

Gray. 

BUT however (hocking to the feelings of his 
family the fudden death of Mr. Fitzofborne 
might have been, it was not one of thofe events 
which leave a deep an^d lading impreffion on the mind, 
and render it unfufceptible of enjoyment aiid con- 
folation, A (hort time fufHced to difpel their 
gloomier fenfations, and their feelings feemed to 

awaken 
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"awaken from this mterval of dejefkic^n to a livelier 
fenfe of their mutual tendernefs and mutual feli* 
city. The union of Fitzofborne and Rofina was 
neceflarily deferred till the approaching fpring ; 
and this delay, by fording theoi leifure to become 
more intimately acquainted with each other's cha- 
racter, increafed the efteem and admiration of 
both, particularly of Rofina, who now beheld in 
Fitzofborne the only man (he had ever truly loved. 
In this interim, when, too happy to feek amufe- 
ment abroad, they devoted their time almoft en- 
tirely to each other, and to a few of their moft 
valued and intimate friends, many plans of bene- 
volence were adopted, and many indications of 
gratitude were refolved on. Rofina forgot not 
the friends of her adverfity : fhe determined after 
her union to revifit her cottage, and return her 
perfonal acknowledgments to Mrs. Evelyn and 
her daughters, and her old landlady, the good 
Mrs. Jenkins. For her friend Lewis (he medi- 
tated a reward more expreffive of her gratitude 
than empty profeffions of obligation; and Fitz« 
ofborne promifed to procure for him, either by 
interefl or money, a beneficial preferment in the 
church. 

The 
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The eftablifhment of Tudor's fortune vras now 
their only anxiety ; and on this fubjed tbeir fo«- 
licitudes were of (hort duration, as they foon per«- 
ceived that a ftrong mutual attachment had taken 
place between him and Lady Bell i an attachnienC 
that had at firft originated in admiration of each 
other's worth, and was afterwards cemented by 
an uniformity of tafte, and fimikr nobleneft rf 
mind. Tudor almoft adored her for that xtk of 
riches which others of her adnmrers had cen&red 
as prodigality. He exulted far %nov^ in the yW' 
4ues9 than he rejoiced in the fortune ot her he 
Joved; and her judgment ratified the choice of 
her'heart : in giving him her hand, (ht was con*< 
fcious (he fecured to herfelf a tender and generous 
friend^ and to her orphan wards a kind and laitUid 
pr^^te^tor. 

«< I verily believe (faid Tudor to Lady Bell) 
that had I met you arfd this Utde Rofina together 
in the world) the voluntary homage of my heart 
would have been your's: butmypaffion for her 
was nnoRoS neceffity, not of choice ; for, mewed 
tip together as we were in diat felitary towef, I 
had no poffibility of efcape. I muft have been the 
moft hard-natured and difcourteous of all knights, 

if* 
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i£y in fuch a fituation, I had failed to oiFer the* fa- 
crifice of my vows at the altar of her beauty. 
But I now afiiire yoa^ upon my honour, (turning 
to Rofina,) that I heirtily thank you for the cold 
feverity which-fea^ieft me at liberty to devote them 
entirely to her Jadyfhip." 

<' At leaft, (faid Rofina,) you do well to make 
a virtue of a neceiEty," 

« I think fo too, (faid Lady Bell, laughing:) 
however, he has in reality no reafon to regret a 
paflion which difclofed to piy obfervation the qua- 
lities that firft interefted my attention, and fixed 
my el^eem. Believe me, Tudor, fo far from 
being jealous of your preference of Rofina, had 
you not loved her, I fliould never have loved 
you," 

This event alone was wanting to complete thi 
happinefs of Fitzofborne, Rofma, and their be-, 
loved mother. 

• And now, having conduced our amiable he- 
roine to this crifis, we will leave her to the en- 
joyment of as much felicity as is, perhaps, com« 
3 ' patiblc 
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patible with the imperfe£lion of humanit}'. Coa- 
fummate happinefs is an angelic form, which 
feldom, if ever, defcends from her native region,- 
to grace the dwellings of men ; and that period is 
poi&bly the brighteft when the feraphic vifion feems 
to hover full in view, and the enjoyment of the 
prefent hour is animated by ftill fairer profpe<5ls 
of future felicity. 
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